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FNUALDI, 'the Author of this little 

Treatiſe, was one that. infinitely 

loved Truth; and had no doubt been 
Cardinal,could he have diſpenſed \with 
that profitable $in of Lying. None that 
have ſeeu Rome to any purpoſe; during 
the time of Innocent'the Tenth, or the 
beginning of Alexander the Seventh, 
but muſt have heard of him at leaſt ; as 
being one of the greateſt Wits of his 
time, tngenious, and of a modeſt tem- 
per, agreat Virtuoſo ; one who confide- 
red Honotr ſo much, and the World ſo 
little, that whoſoever knew him, ' muſt 
needs approve the Work before he reads 
it. But truly, here there was no uſe of 
Eying , where | ſo- many conſiderable 
Truths might ſo eafily be met with. For 
the Buſineſs is of-fo late a Date,that it 
were infinite to examine what will yet 
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The Preface. 
pi delivered by Eye-witneſſes upon En- 

week t is the great entertain- 
—_ ef Converſation' at Rome, to re- 
late the ſeveral Stories of Innacent the 
tenth , and his $ ifer-to-lew Donna 


LY au WT © 


any. ehing with a Woman, but More, ber. 
It muſt yot be expetied that the tenth 
part of the Ladys ſtory is to be found in 
this ſmall Volume : for I ſuppoſe a fill 
Relation would take up more Paper , 

than that. learned May's Works, who 
bath troubled the world with two ſheets 
for eachrday in his Life. But this he writ 
to undeceive ſuch as took Rome for the 
Model of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, awd 
the F ope and Cardinals for the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the Corporation. It is 
pro obable Ponna Olimpia, who had a 
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ſpite at all deſerving perſons, did whe? 
the Pen of this good Man by ſome Af 
fronts or Injuries,and provoke his Zeal 
t0 a more vigorous proſecution of the 
Work : as God knows, we have all need 
to be awaked by ſome unreaſonable paſſ- 
on to do reaſon : yet Tdare ſay,nothing 
ſhould tempt him to ſay more thantruth, 
And now, if matters have gone thus at 
Rome, what hopes of Infallibility > 
Donna Olimpia z#dtes to Innocent, 
ſome broad-backed Groom or Coaches 
man ſuggeſts to her; and where to find 
the firſt mouth of this Oracle, is not to 
be determined. This Pope was choſe for 
his Senſeleſneſs : For when the Con- 
clave had been tired out with bandying 
of Fattions, and were reſolved to pitch 
pon ſome indifferent perſou ; not being 
able to find out any among themſelves 
honeſt enough to keep to that Integrity, 
hey choſe this as the greateſt Block- 
head,and ſo leaſt able ta domiſchief.” I 
have heard of an old Civilian,who with 
drinking Sack,and ſtudying the Laws, 
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had ſo addled his Brain ; that having 
occafion | grant to paſs by a Chappel 
Door which joyned to that he came out 
of, would never fail to Piſs againſt it : 
aud is it any wonder that he who had 
beaten out his little Wits upon the dull 
Volumes of the Canon-Law,and fo long 
doted upon a Woman, ſhoultl do worſe, 
not only at the Church Door but within 
the very Rails of the Altar ? Tn the 
mean time, though Children and Fools 
will be pleaſed with Babbles, ſhall they 
think to impoſe upon the reaſonable part 
of the World,and exempt the Pope from 
that determination in the Text, Every 
Man is compaſſed about with Infir- 
mities? The Jeſuit brags much of his | 
HTarveſs herein England while we hold . 
our ſelves obliged to them for weeding: | 
our Church of ſuch Creatures ; who, if 
the ſobereſt of their own Party be to be 
believed, conduce more to the ſhamez 
than propagation of their Set, So that 
we may ſay of them, They went out 
from among us, becauſe they were 
nor 
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not of us. ZHowever,that which carrys 
on the work of theſe Ecclefraſtical 
Mountebanks much more effeftually 
among us, is that they ſubtly prattice 
the method of the Dewil, tempting the 
weaker Sex, and through their Charms 
draw the poor male into their Net. For 
who can ſhew his head in this Generati= 
on, and te ſo little a Courtier, as to dev 
ny the impertinent demand of a fair 
Lady ? 1t is very ſeaſonable therefore 
this accompt to the World, for a Pope 'in 
theſe our days to warn us of the ſad ef- 
feits of love tranſported beyond the 
bounds of Honour and Yertue in his 
own perſon::.. thus to confront the ime 
pudence of Rome, which, while it pre- 
tends to direft all Chriſtians,by 1 know 
not what entailed Donation, tells us by 
zts pradtices, what once in the time of 
the Ligue the Cardinal Legat at his en- 
try into Paris, ſaid all the time he in- 
timated a Benediftion by the croſs mo- 
tion of his Hand, Qui vult decipi, de- 
Clplatur ; He that will be an Aſs, may. 
But 


©]: -- ho Prake 
But Tſhall ſtop here, leſt T ſhould draw 
a Waſps Neſt about the Aſhes of the 


dead. The truth is, the Author 1s 
thought never to have deſign'd this for 


the Preſs : but -only writ it to ſatifie - | 


the curioſity of ſome particular Friends, 
However, they who moſt eſteemed hm, 
Judged it fit fince his Death to eternize 
his Name, by publiſhing ſo ingenious a 
Piece. Some were of opinion to mode- 
rate certain- expreſſions : but the moſt 
thought it not ſo equitable, to impoſe 
«pon the Dead. It s therefore to be ta» 
ken,as it' was firſt brougbt forth: and 
if any find ought to ſay againſt it, let 
them write into the next World to the 
. Author for an Anſwer , and keep in 
their right Senſes till it comes. 


A © > © < 2 ware. bs, Bom 


veer - * 


Wh” Woes 


THE 


LIFE 


OF 


Donna —_ Maldachin. 


y a s Lite ; who in 
the City of Rome a&t- 
SPA cd a Man in Womans 
apparel , and inthe Church a woman 
wearing the breeches. Ir would require 
a Pen, all eyes, to ſet down the Lite of 
a Lady, who caſt her eyes ſo univerſally 
upon all affairs. To write the faults 
without mentioning the virtues of a 
B perſon, 
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perſon, who for ten years ſpace had fo 
great a ſhare-in the Government of the 
Church Catholick; is impoſſible to per- 
form without the reputation of anHere- 
tick : and to mention the virtues only, 
would be to dip. my pen in the Ink 
without ſtaining of it. Our Age hath 
felt too much the ſmart of the Activity 
of this Lady : So that it a Writer ſhould 
take never ſo much pains to ſeparate 
the wheat from the chafi, that 1s, to 
pick out the good and leave the bad , 


according to the cuſtom of the preſent 


times, when they treat of great perſans ; 


.the world hath beheld to much'chaft | 
before the wheat could be diſcovered, | 


that ſucha ſtory would win no Credit. 
.T muſt needs fay, it was a very. fool- 


iſh Age, that invented Writing : if its | 
only end were to make falle appear | 


true, and true falſe. Much better had 
it been to: have left mens manners40 
be deliverd down by tradition from 
. eye witneſſes , than to ſuch Scribes. 
Doubtleſs the world took very ill ad- 


f 


4 
i 
[ 


Donna Olimpia. 3 
vice, when it fubjected the reputation 
of Mankind to the capricioof a trail pen. 
And certainly it hath been great inad- 
vertency in man to let a miſchiet grow 
ſo beyond the cure of Ages. 

But why do I thus . Writing, 
while I my felf pretend to write? Alas ! 
to write what one 1s an eye witnels of, 
is fo natural, as the contrary 1s eftrang- 
ing the world from it felt. Give me 
leave therefore to fay with the Apoſtle 


| St. Fobhu, What we have beheld with our 


eyes, what we have ſeen, and our hands 
have touched : that declare we unto you. 

I will write no other thing of Do#- 
a Olimpia but what I have ſeen in her. 
Her deſcent I will omit :- only that ſhe 
was barn of the family of Maldachini, 
which name made bur little noiſe in 
Rowe at that time. However, 1 would 
very willingly have ſpoke of her child- 
hood and education, but that I ſay her 
married before a Virgin. She was born 
before me : fo that I cannot ſpeak of 
what I havenot ſeen, without breaking 
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my promiſe of delivering only what the 
Theatre of Rome hath repreſented to 
my eyes for the ſpace of five and twens 
ty years and upwards, I will but deli- 
ver what the common report of thoſe, 
which knew her in her younger dayes 
hath informed me of, That from her 
very intancy almoſt ſhe ſhewed an am- 
bittqn to rule: infomuchas at her child- 
11h playes amongſt her companions , 
the alone would ever give law to the 
reſt, Thus ſhe grew up, and thus ſhe 
lived even till ſhe arrived to the years 
of marriage. It is ſaid,that her Parents, 
conſidering the ſmall ſhare they had in 
Fortunes favour, uſed all means poflble 
(as it is ordinary in /aly) to make her 
reſolve upon a Monaſtick life. But ſhe, 
that had more propenſion to Matrimo- 
ny, than a Vow, denied flatly to yield 
to any ſuch purpoſe. She was therefore 
'given in marriage to Seignior Panflis, 


Brother to Gioanne Baptiſta Panfilio , 


who came afterwards to be Pope. 
Theſe Nuptials were celebrated in 


Rome © 
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Donna Olimpia. 5 
Rome with ſatisfaction on both ſides, as 
loving reciprocally. Which kindneſs 


produced a numerous off-ſpring of Fe- 


males; with but one only Male, which 
is Prince Panfilio ; who ſerved for the 
{tale to his Mothers intereſts. The firſt 
Scene that repreſents it felt (as I may 
ſay) in the Tragi-comedy of the Lite 
of Donna Olimpia, 1s the coolneſs of at- 
tection vowards her Husband ; which 
by little begun to diſcover it ſelf, with- 
out any grounds the good man could 
find out tor 1t; Nevertheleſs, how difh- 
cult ſoever it was to the Husband, the 
Romans eafily ſmoaked the cauſe. Who 
ſeeing how fond ſhe was of her Bro- 
ther-1n-law , began to have a general 
ſuſpicion of her vertue ; as believing 
tor a certain the times of Herod were 
revived. Nor may we blame any: for 
thinking amiſs of theſe two; when their 
actions, geſtures and behaviour gave 
{o palpable grounds of ſuſpicion. 
Donna Olimpia went much oftner in 
the Coach with her Brother-1n-law 
S 2 than 
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than with her Husband : entertained 
her felt much more in the Cloſet with 
the one, than in Bed with the other : 
and many times the poor Husband 
knew not where to find either Brother 
or Wite, that is, in plain Engliſh, they 
always went together. 

There was but one reaſon, which 
qualified this foul ſuſpicion. And that 
. was, divers debated it, nor could ima- 
ine , that a Lady as Donna Olimpia, 
- who had a body of no ordinary fthape, 
ſhould be in love with the uglieſt coun- 
tenance that ever appeared in humane 
ſhape, aS it is moſt certain her Brother- 
in-law was. Eſpecially ſince her Hus- 
band had ſomething pleaſing and come- 
ly in him, though not exceeding, 
Whereas this could only give evidence 
how great is the ambition of Women 
to domineer : which paſſion blinds 


them to that degree, they will not only. 


ſurrender themtelves up to Men , but 
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_ 
eignior Panjilio, the Hugband' of + 


Donna 


Donna Olimp1a- | 7: : 


Donua Olimp1a, flowing the common 


practiſe of Jraly > did all his buſineſs 


without callwg his Wife to coume'- 
On the other de, the Abbot Panfio 


his Brother never entred upon 2n at- 


as from al Oracle : Nay oftentimes 
went not abroad, before he had recet- 


However ths kind of coridefcention 
makes Prelates of Ladies , and Ladies 
of Prelates, £0 the no ſmall ſhame 0 
© "Rome. 
Notwithſianding,th2t which was 10 
reat matter for another Man , 1oun 
Dome difficulty 1n the perſon of 
WI 
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Payufilio : who conſcious of his unwel- 
come tace to woman-kind , ſtudied to 
win the love of his Sifter-1n-law by 
preſenting her with the entire diſpoſe 
of his will. She, who deſired nothing 
more than theexerciſe of ſuch a power, 
freely beſtowed her afte&tions, the more 
to oblige him to an abſolute ſurrender 
of himſelf. Thus the more he ſubmit- 
ted his will to Donna Olimpia, the more 
loveſhe heaped upon him. Being ſtep- 


ped from an Abbot to a Prelate, and ad- 


vancing daily in Eccleſiaſtical prefer- 
ments: Donna Olimpia had ſtilla larger 
field to exerciſe her authority in. For 


the was reſolved her Brother-in-law 


ſhould not do the leaſt matter withour 
her : who moſt willingly ſubmitted 
himſelf to her diſpoſal. Mean while 
the Husband dies: by which means ſhe 
remained not only Miſtreſs of her Bro- 


ther-in-laws will ; but alſo of all the af- - 


fairs ofthe houſe of Panf/io,which went 
no farther than the Brother,the Son,and 
two Daughters. 

How 


| 
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Donna Olimpia. 9 

How great the reſpect was this Bro- 
ther-in-law had for her, may be judged 
| by aLetter which lit into my hands by 
accident, Tt came from Spain, where 
' Seigmor Paufliowas Nuntzo,directed to 
| DomnnaOlimpiaat Rome, and wasthis : 


Moft dear Siſter, 


©) 


M7 Afﬀairs in Spain ſucceed not ſo 
fortunately as they did at Rome : 
fance at Rome, and not in Spain, 7 had 
the aſſiſtance of your advice. Remote from 
you I am like a Ship without a Rudder, 
left to the ſole mercy of Fortune : So much 
I am forced to ſay in teſtimony of my af- 
fedtion. T beſeech you to anſwer me at large | 
to what I write by the hand of my Secre- 
tary, and to believe me 


—_ — —_— 


A TO 
_ EE Ceres 


| Your moſt affectionate Servant | 
and Brother, P ANFLILI1O. | 


' 
| An-incredible ſtory to one that had 


not read it ; that a publick Miniſter 
ſhould | 
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ſhould write ſuch fond Letters toa Wos 
man,without regard had to reputation, 
or apprehenſion how eaſe it is tor Let- 
ters to miſcarry , as in effect this did. 
But ſince he had delivered hunſelt over 
= prey to this Lady, what could he do 

els ! 

Ingged this Letter was a great evi- 
dence'of their love, and confirmation 
to what the ſpeculative people gave 
out , That Donna 'Olimpia gave 7n- 
ftruttions to the Popes Nuntio's, But it 
will not be out of the way to touch a 
{tttle upon the Nature of this Lady : 
before the mount the Yatican, it not 
with the Mrre, atleaſt with the Com- 
mand. in 

She was one of few words in the or- 
dinary company of Ladies: but made 


it up ſufficiently , when ſhe came to 


diſcourſe with Men. Though this could 


| 


| 


| 


not be called properly her Nature : | 


becauſe ſhe would otten ſay, ſhe had | 


not words to caſt away upon a Sex, 


trom which nothing was tobe learned | 


worth 
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worth mentioning. By which you may 
gather, ſhe forced her Nature to con- 
deſcend to her Judgment. 

Her Diſcourſes were always prop- 
ped with Reaſons of State, and many 
times with the addition of ſome fen- 
tence : which made people think ſhe 
had ſtudied much , though there was 
no ſuch thing. She had t happy a Me- 
mory, that'with once hearing or read- 
ing over ſhe would remember any 
thing : which made her be thought a 
Lady of great Learning. It was very 
hard for her to ſubmit to the opinion of 
another , without offering great vi0- 
lence to her Nature. Andit is certain; 
ſhe had rather periſh with her own fan» 
cy, than live by anothers counſel. 

She was covetous to that degree, as 
ſhe would not ſo much as hear any bo- 


| dytalk of the bounty of others. Nay, 


by a certain Maxim ſhe held, ſhe made 
a virtue of that vice, by excufing her 
avarice with this pretence, 7hat Women 
were made to gather, not to diſpenſe. She 

often 
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often _—_ her Servants : leſt in 
time they 


She went ſeldom or never to Feaits , 
Ladies of Rome uſe to divert them- 


to make the like. That which gave her 
the greateſt reputation, was her cha- 
rity to the poor Religious : Though 
the did it rather out of vain-glory, than 
Religion : She never did an Alms, that 


the proteQtion of /nnocent, than Alms 
- Which thews plainly what ſhe did be- 


fore was feigned. Hence Paſquin made 
bold to fay,that Donna Olimpia was o/im 


nothing. 


and Religious deeds were laid aſide : 


Ay eo tre —_ & 
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10uld become too familiar 

with her condu&. And indeed the Ser- | 
vants commonly mutiny'd before the | 
years end for want of their Wages. | 


Balls, or other Recreations, which the | 


ſelves with : leſt ſhe ſhould be obliged | 


—— — 


ſhe had not firſt carried in proceſſion | 
round the Palace. And indeed ſhe was 
no ſooner got into the Yaticar under | 


pia, nunc impia ; the had ſome goodneſs !' 
heretofore, but now ſhe was good tor ./ 


She 
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She neglected the Education of her 


[ : 
. { Children, eſpecially of her Son : for 


% 
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fear it might waken his ſpirits a little, 
to a future diſturbance of her abſolute 
power over the houſe of Panflio. A 
diabolical principie which retgns in 
the hearts of almoit all the great La- 
dies. Thus Don Camillo grew up in 
1gnorance, that he could hardly read 
at twenty years of age. She kept no 


_ great Table, and made her Steward 


bring'in his Accompts every day to a 
Farthing. Complements ſhe would be- 
ſtow moſt Liberally, and promiſe much 
more than any one could ask of her : 
well knowing that ſhe had the knack of 
excuſing her telt, and denying whateyer 
ſhe had promiſed, being moit excellent 
and ready at 1t. | 

| When her Brother-1n-law was made 
Cardinal ;, it was not to be imagined 
with what joy ſhe received 1t : promt- 
fing her ſelf trom that moment hopes 


| of a higher advance. Panfio's red Hat 


made Donna Olimpia grow higher by 
Ck FE the 
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the head. Her Brother-in-laws Scarlet 
enflamed her heart to a more paſſionate 
kindnefs, and ſo much the more by the 
death of her Husband, which removed 
all obſtacles from diverting her love 
upon any other object. They lived to- 


gether, and ate together for the moſt | 


part. . Whoſoever had any grace to de- 


mand of Cardinal Pax»fl:o, muſt have | 


applied himfeit to Dozna Olimpia : but 


he muſt ſeek to the Cardinal for any | 
grace from her. When any one had re- | 
ceived a denial trom the Cardinal, they | 
never took it amiſs, only it may be ſaid | 
as they went out, Perchance he bath not | 


ſpoke with Donna Olimpia yer. 


Donna Olimpia was ſhe that taught | 
the Cardinal the art of difſimulation : | 


though it bean ancient and one of the 
moſt principal cuſtoms of the Court of 
Rome. 1 my ſelt heard her one day talk 
in this manner to the Cardinal : 
Brother, it 1s not to be expreſſed what 
ſparks of joy your Searlet kindles in, my 


WM. 
heart : far beyond the pleaſure you your [ FZ 
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Donna Olimpia. Ig 
ſelf can take in it, who have the keys of 
my affettions. It was your merit and not 
Urban's kindneſs that made you Cardi- 
nal : who could not refuſe the Hat to a 
Prelate, that ſo well knows how to ſerve 
the Church. Deſert may call a man to be 
Cardinal, but never Pope ; which res 
quires other. qualifications. 1 do not fee 
that they call men to this eminent degree, 
who are really ggod ; but ſuch as ſeem to 
be fo. It is the outward not the inward 
man, that makes a Pope. He that wil 
be a Cardinal muſt ſpeak with all, and 
have to do with all : but he that would 
mount Saint Peter's Chazr, muſt change 
the Scene, and ſpeak little, and have to 
do with no body. The Cardinals demur 
not upon virtue in the election of a Pope : 
the only virtue at ſuch a time conſiſts in 
the penſroe looks of ſome Cardinal. All the 
Hiſtories teach us, and the experience 0 
Urban hath made us ſee, that the Popes 
change their nature , which during the 
time of their Cardinalate appears to have 
been in them, and not of them, Nothing 

| now 
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now remains to accompliſh the happineſs 
of the houſe of Panfilio, and my content ; 

ut to ſee you ſeated in the throne of the 
Vatican. That Fortune, which hath pro- 
moted ſo many others to ſuch an honour 
without merit or expetlation, may as well 
advance you, whoſe worth hath. juſt rea- 
ſon toexpedt it. Sixtus Quintus, who was 
a moſt learned perſor, feigned ignorance 
al the while he was Cardinal : very well 
knowing thar luch a diſſembled fmmplicity 
had more efficcy to mount the Chatr,than 
a ſpeculative underſtanding. 

To theſe exhortations ſhe likewiſe 
added ſome more ; which to deal clear- 
ly, I think not befitting an Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Pen to ſet down ; beſides, that it 
would put me upon relating what I 
ſaw with my eyes, which God forbid. 
It is ſufficient to know, the whole de- 
ſign and care of Donna Olimpia was 
night and day to mind the Cardinal of 
putting on the mask of diſlimulation, 
which ſhe uſed to call the Porter of the 


Vatican, 
Net- 
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Neither had thefe remembrances any 
ill ſucceſs with the-: Cardinal For 
though hewas ſufficiently ill natured , 
yet was he. very.ſumple, and ignorant 
in many Court Maximes which are-pe- 
culiar almoſt to Rome, And therefore 
knowingthat the whole deſign of his 
Siſter-in-daw. was His advancement, and 
having:none more-.intimate to; confer 
with /:rhe entertained; long cbnteren- 
ces: with-lier perpetually til}-the-next 
Election; expecting daily., by:reaton 
ot the great age ot. @rban , an "ny 
Chatt.:;! ©3 C 

In order to his ſucceſs , this good 
Cardinal was become :Maſter-at: <1t[1- 
mulation. all particulars, but'his love 
to his Sufter-in-law :/ 10: the Congrega- 
tions.none-more.unconcerned, 1m Con- 
verfation\-humble, :and-in the Church 
he ated the Devout toa hair ; yet all 
this while it was impoſlible to: -Fonceal 
his paſſion tor Donna 0Olimpia.:. He lo- 
ved her and idolized her as well in pub- 
lick as private : to the er 
C 0 
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of every body, that a Cardinal, who 
had his pretences , though remote 
enough , in ſome ſhare to the next 
Ele&ion , ſhould. enſlave himſelf fo 
much to the love of a Lady, and his 
Relation. . 

But Donna Otimpia had a tranſcen- 
dent talent in the Politicks. She knew 
at the ſame time how to be complai- 
fant to her Brother-in-law , and turn 
his refolutions to her own bent: and 
yet ſo neatly, that the. generality could 


find no objeftion againſt her. Indeed | 
ſhe underſtood fo well how to hide the | 
power ſhe bore over the Cardinal's will, | 
that it was much more eafieto diſcover | 
in the Slave than the Miſtreſs.:: She al- / 
ways ſpoke of her Brother-in-law with 
great modeſty and reſpe&t : and would | 
ſift out with a t deal of art the in- | 
clinations of the other Cardinals to- | 


wards hers. 
When it came in her way to ſpeak 


with any of the Spaniſh fation, ſhe | 
would repreſent the great devotion the 
| Car- | 
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Cardinal her Brother-in-law had for 
the Crown of Spain, On the other ſide, 
if ſhe met with any of the French faCti- 
on, ſhe aſſured them of the inward affe- 
tion her Kinſman retained for the 
French, with which upon occaſion he 
would be more ſerviceable to them un- 
der hand,than others that made ſhew of 
open friendſhip. 

Towards the latter end of 7rbay the 
8th. every moment ſeemed an age to 
Donna Olimp1a. For having with a great 
deal of ſecrecy procured one of the moſt 
Eminent Aſtrologers to Calculate the 
Nativity of her Cardinal, ſhe found b 
his Horoſcope, that in the Seventiet 
year of his Age he was to be promoted 
to the highcſt dignity in the Church ; 
whence ſhe concluded infallibly he muſt 


be en fi 
©rban dying in the mean time in the 
year 1643. in themonth of May,which 
was much upon the Seventieth year of 
the Cardinal, the confuſion and de- 
ſtraction ſhe tound the Court in at that 
| " EW time, 


20 ,, ghbe Lifeof 
time , Tortifsd her hopes with much 
more ſtrong aſſurartces. 


The Cardinals uſe not to enter the 


Conclave upon the death of the Pope, 


till atter ten days be.paſſed. In which 


time they ballance the intereſts of the 
ſeveral Crowns, with the manners and 
1nclinations of thoſe Cardinals which 
pretend, or that ordinarily they judge 
to have ſome ground of pretention. 
Now it is, if ever, that the Embaſſa- 


dours demonſtrate their zeal in em- . 


ploying all rheir induſtry tor the ſer- 
vice of their Maſters. They talk with 
this and that man, beſpatter with a 
thouſand calumnies thoſe they diſlike ; 
extolling the virtues of thoſe they ap- 
prove with as much partiality. So that 
the multitude, who eſtgem by hear- 
fay, ſet upa new Idol every halt hour. 
They make more Popes than there are 


Cardinals : and many times the Spa- | 


iards.decry thoſe of the French ta- 
ction, and the French thoſe of the 


Spaniſh, to that degree, as the poor |- 
| people | 


ee  , 
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people cannot find amengſt all the 
Cardinals one worthy their choice. 
The life and converſation of Cardinals 
at ſucha time 1s as cheap as Onions in 
the Market, where you may ſee their 
Eminences ſtand like ſo. many poor 
Lambs at Sale. He that is cryed up to 
day,to morrow 1s brought as low.In this 
Corner of Rome 1s certainly concluded 
ſach a Cardinal ſhall be Pope ; in ano- 
ther that the ſame ſhall never be. In an 
inſtant it is reported all over the City, - 
that the Spaniards have carried it : and 
the next moment there 1s no ſuch thing. 
Hqw many Popes are made by the 
people, that neither French nor Spa- 
#iard ever thought of : and by the . 
French and Spaniard unknown to the 
people ! 

In ſuch a pickle was Rome during 
the Vacancy after rbax's death. 
When Donna Olimpia with all the di- 
ligence imaginable applied her felf to 
diſcover the intrigues, combinations 
and deſigns of the Cardinals and Em- 

C3 baſladours, © 
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baſſadors, as to the Ele&tion of the new 
Pope. And though ſhe was naturally 
covyetous, yet in this conjunCture ſpared 
ſhe no coſt in Spies to procure the beſt 
information. She had her Emiſlaries in 
every part ; even to ſearch into the 
hearts of men, if it were poſſible. Bur 
all in vain : For ſhe could inform her 
ſelfof nothing more, than that her Bro- 
| ther-in-law was layed afide, as to any 
hopes of the Chair, And it js certain, 
that the Cardinals at their firſt entring 
into the Conclave, preferred the whole 
reſt of the Colledge before Cardinal 
Panfilio. ; 
One day as the Cardinals were ſhut 
upin the Conclave, it was told Donna 
Olimpia that there was. but one only 
reaſon that hindred her Kinſman from 
being Pope ; and that was theill undere 
ſtanding he bad with the Barbarines : 
to which ſhe preſently anſwered, F 
that bg all, this very thing will make him 
Pope ; fince none are more hated at this 
time than the Barbarines. as 
| +40 
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The Cardinals came into the Con- 
claye with a firm reſolution not fo 
mich as'to mention Paxfilio, Not in 
conſideration of his little merit : For 
that is an Objection never takes 
place' in the Conclave , where the 
Cardinals in no wiſe ſuffer goodneſs to 
come into the Scale. For ſo he were 
an Enemy to the French, the Spaniſh fa- 
tion would chuſe a Fury : were he the 
like to the Spaniard, the French would 


|” chuſe him, though it were the Devil 


himſelf: and for the Cardinal Nephews 
of 'the laſt Pope, who are always upon' 
this occaſion moſt vigilant, they would 
ſet up Antichriſt to be aſſured of his 
Friendſhip. 

. The night before the Conclave be- 
gan, Cardinal Paxfi/io had a long con- 


| ference with his Siſter-in-law. What 


it was I could never learn, further, 
than that ſome will have Dozng Olim- 
pia to have told him at parting, Per- 
chance I ſhall ſee you Pope, but never 
more Cardinal, To which it is faid he 
| C 4 replied, 
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. replied, Were you but Popeſs,T would wil- 
[ingly telingaiſh myclaim.,Therewas now 
ſix Weeks paſſed in' the Conclave rat 
the Cardinals had not the leaſt thought 


of Panfilio : nor 'when they: did begin 


to mention him, was 1t without ten 
thouſand difficulties. The Spantard , 
who' perceived: all his creatures laid 
afidezpreſfied hotly. tor the incluſfive-of 
Panfilio: but the French inſtigated by 
Cardinal Antonio Barbarino made all 
their endeavors to have him excluded. 
There were many reaſons why. Car- 
dinal-Panjilio was neither deſired; :nor 
approved of, His:Satyrick ,, Sower , 
Brutith, Saturnal look made him be ta- 
ken for a contumacious ſpirit: Which 
gave. ſome occaſion to ſay , 1t.-would 
not do: well to chuſe an Univerſal 'Fa- 
thier? (Auch as in a manner 1s the Pope ) 
with fuch :a beaſtly ,: deformed- coun- 
tenance;: leſt he ſhould fright his Chil- 


dren with his looks'from coming;/near 


I h1 1, \ 3 L 
'Others excepted againſt him for his 
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want of knowledge and learning, ha- 
ving ſpent all his.time in dreaming 
over the Canon Laws, which he begun 
to faulter in too. So that he was tan- 
cied to prove a Prince not much incli- 
ned to favour learning, which is fo 
eſſential to the good of the Church. 
Beſides his ſtudy of the Laws was look- 
ed upon as ſuch as would make him 
ſick of all that were eminent in any os 
ther kind. Neither were theſe Diviners 
deceived : for during his Reign the 
Church was ſerved with ignorant Pres 
lates, and many deſerving perſons kept 


out of Biſhopricks , nay perſecuted 16 
far as to be baniſhed Rome. | 


It was foreſeen in him by others 


| { and this indeed had like wholly to 


have excluded him ) that 1t he were 


elected, the power would be ſubjected 


to the frail diſpoſal - of a woman, 


through thoſe bowels of aftection.- he 
bore to his Kinſwoman, who, as I have 
told you before, was abſolute Miſtreſs 
'of his will. And this Qbje&tion lay the 


harder 
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harder upon him, becauſe all the Car- 
dinals knew very well how deep root 
this love had taken in his heart; and 
therefore a hard matter to take off the 
impreſſion, beſides the conſideration 
of what a pernicious ſpirit was Dozna 
Olimpaa. | 

his was the conſideration that for- 
tified Cardinal Antonio and the French 
faction in their oppoſition<= which 
they objected as the only motive to 
exclude him. They pleaded , that as 
the ſtate of affairs went, it was dange- 
rous to give the Hereticks ſuch an oc- 
caſion of ſcandal : Who would not 
fail of a thouſand pretences, ſeeing the 
Pope reſign the whole diſpoſal ot his 


reſolutions to a woman, to defame the | 


Church with Libels, that ſhould be 
diſperſed about Rome daily under the 
name of Paſquin. Beſides that the paſſed 


kindneſles betwixt Panfilio and Donna \ 


Olimpia which hitherto were gone no 
further than the City of Rome, would 


he divulged over the whole world, ' 
FE to 
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| totheno mean ſcandal of all Chriſten- 


' dome. 


All this nevertheleſs helped but ro 
delude the Court, and ſhew the weak- 
neſs of thoſe that oppoſed Parnjfilio. For 
the more Cardinal Antonio ſtrove to 
fruſtrate his Election, the more he 
prognoſticated the decree of Fate , 
which had determined the fortune of 
dominion ina man of this kidney. Thus 
unexpected to Rome , in deſpite of 
Cardinal Antonio, and the aſtoniſhment 
of thoſe very perſons that gave their 
voices for him , was' Panjfilo made: 
Pope, taking upon him the name of 
Innocent. 
How Donna Olimpia received this 


' news, let thoſe judge that have heard 


talk how predomihant the ambition of 
rule was 1n her, and the influence ſhe 
had upon her Brother-in-law. 

So highly was ſhe tranſported with 
joy, that from fifty years, which was 
her age, ſhe ſeemed to þe reſtored to 
hye and twenty, ſo 

[10 
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- She flung- open the Gates of her 
 Kinſmans Palace, now Pope, to the 
people who! came to rifle it, with de- | 
monſtrations of great Satisfa&tion.The 
ſay alſo, that ſome dayes before this 
Election, a certain Prelate to curry fa- 


vour with Donna Olimpia 
did as well to the relations of all the 
reſt of the Cardinals that were in ele- 
ion to be Pope) went to adviſe her, 
that her Brother-in-law - would un- 
doubtedly be, Pope ; and therefore ſhe 
would do well to remove the richeſt 
farniture from becoming a prey to the 
people, who are accuſtomed” always 
at the Ele&ion of a Pope , to rifle 
the Palace of his Cardinalſhip : but 
Donna Olimpia told the good man, That 
on' that condition. her Brother-in-law 
were Pope, ſhe would not ſacrifice the 
Palace, but her ſelf to the people. Indeed 


ſoſhe faid,. but ſhe did it not : For her 


avarice prevailed ſo far with her, that 
ſhe hid the beſt goods, Soas the peq- 

ple finding no great matter , _ 
M bE. Irom 


( which he 
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from that tune to receive ill impreſſions 
of the moſt infatiable avarice of this 
Lady. _ 

_ The viſits a-new Pope uſed to re- 
ceive were few, giving audience only 
tothoſe of his molt intimate contede- 
racy , before he was ſetied ; though 
from the firſt hour of Ele&tion they 
have the abſolute power -: whereas 
thoſe to Donna Olimpia were frequent 
beyond beliet. The Nobility of 'Rome 
flocked to her in Troops, the Embaſla- 
dours,. the Cardinals, and the Ladies : 
all which ſhe received with a moſt ob- 
liging countenance at the beginning , 
till atterwards, that ſhe begun to find 
- her ſelf faſt inthe ſeat, ſhe put on a look 
that ſower'd all. | 

[The very-night Paxflio was choſen, 
about two hours after the day was ſet 
in, ſhe went privately to the Popes 
Palace'to give him a viſit : who recel- 
ved her with great demonſtrations of 
atteftion, and it was obſerved in kiſſing 


his Feet Donna Olimpia and the Pope 
both 
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both wept for joy. This Lady enter- 
tained her ſelf here till midnight, the 
dores ſhut all the while , only that 
Seignior Cami/o, her Son, went in and 
out ſeveral times. By the Popes per- 
miſſion ſhe viſited all the Chambers, 
even to his bed, which ſhe would ſee 


whether it was made or no, giving | 
order for the diſpoſal of other turni- | 


ture. 
- Next day, when ſhe was come home, 
ſhe began to take the ſtate of a Princeſs 


upon her with all thoſe that came to | 


viſit her. Cardinal A»tonio who ap- 
prehended more than others what 
afterwards - befel him, ſhewed the 


teſt reſpe& and reverence towards | 


her. Inſomuch as it was obſerved when 
he complemented her,he often repeated 
the title of Excellence ; beſides that 
he. was not with the laſt that preſent- 
ed both her and her Son. But the good 
Lady finding it was now the time to 
revenge thote injuries ſhe had received 


from the Barbarines, made no great 
| return 


« 
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return to Cardinal Antonio's civilities, 
receiving them with a great deal of 
coolneſs, as probably keeping in mind 
the rumour this Cardinal had ſet abour 
the Town concerning her amours with 
her Brother-in-law. 

This aftion renders her worthy the 
title of treacherous. For when ©/rbax 
lay a dying, and during the vacancy, 


| - bothby her ſelf and others ſhe held the 


Barbarines in hopes with fair promiſes, 
that if her Brother-in-law chanced to 
be Pope, they ſhould not only be con- 
- firmed intheir preſent proſperity, but 
advanced. Though it 1s very true , 
the Barbarines, well read in the Court 
diflimulations, gave no great heed to 
her words, but oppoſed his Electiorr 
with all their power. So that Dona 
Olimpia on the other ſide perceiving 
their diffidence, reſolved to truſt them 
as little. 
The firſt thing Donna Olimpia pro- 
cured at Court, was the ruine of the 


Barbarines, However, knowing it 
would 
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would prove no-eaſie matter through: 
the unblameable life. of Cardinal Frax-: 


ciſco,, and the ſtrong 1ntereſt of Do#x 
Zadeo , to oppreſs a Family fortified 


with. ſo 1unmenſe. artreaſure: as. that: 


was ; ſhe counſelled the Pope only to: 
the deſtruction of Cardinal Antonzo, as 
alluring, her felt of matter:enough to: 
attaque- the lite: of a perſon: fo: much 
hated 1n Rowe. -.* } 4212 


_ It was reported; with a-great deal of | 
truth, that the:Pope had not perſe-: 
cuted the Cardinal to. that; degree , 


had not Donna Olimpia been. ſo ftre- 
quent/in her importunities. .'Though 


he:hated him for many reafons, par- |} - * 


ticularly for the oppoſition . he :made 


ainſt'his Eleftion;; yet was he reſol]- 


ved for all this but to mortifie him a 


little. But Donna O!limptia preſied ſtill | 


his utter extirpation , that ſhe might 
get his Abbies and other Revenues 
into;her_clutches.' : Which indeed, as 


to his poſleſſions, ſhe ettected :though 


the miſſed of his life. For the as” | 
WT of nal | 


| 
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nal being warned of the Popes good in- 
tentions, and Donna Olimpa's, fled dif- 
guiſed through -/zaly into France, ſca- 
ping narrowly at Savona to be ſeized 
Prifoner. And moſt afſuredly, had he 
then fallen into the Popes hands, he had 
been tryed for his life , and executed. 
But God had mercy upon him. | 
Donna Olimpia was deſigned unme- 
diately to remove into the Yaticas , 
and {i up her ſtation next the Pope. 
Which he had not only yielded to, but 
ſought ; it Cardinal Panzrolo by force 
of reaſon had not laboured to divert 
- both himand her from ſuch thoughts ; 
+ Repreſentig it as ſcandalous not only 
to Rome , but the whole World : as 
enough to confirm the truth of thoſe 
rumors, which were as yet doubtful to 
many. Upon this conſideration, the 
Pope made her keep at home : But 
withal, gave. her leave to come. every 
day :(or night I ſhould fay rather; be- 
cauſe it was: commonly. after Sun-ſet 
the went -and ſtayed there till mid- 
D night) 
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nipht into his preſence, which ſhe never 
faed of. 

This Cardinal Panzirolo was theonly 
engine that ſet the great maſs of the 
Popes brains a going after Donna Olim- 
pia. Nay, oftentimes he lad greater 
influence upon the Pope, than Donna 
Olimpia her ſelf. He had exactly the 
length of the Pope's foot, and knew 
how to adviſe him faitable to his incli- 
nations ; Which was a great ſatisfaction 
and eaſe to his Holineſs, with whom 
he would confer all day, and ſome- 
times the night too. For this Pope 
had a laudable cuſtome, neyer to go to 
bed till after midnight. contrary 
to his Predeceflor ; who went to his reft 
prefently after the Evening, and got up 
apa:n at break of day to diſpatch rhe 
publick Afairs. 


The Government of this Pope was 


4 littleembroiled, while Cardinal Pan- 
Zrolo lived. For he made it his-endea- 
vour for the moſt part to diſappoint 


the Counſels of Donna Olimpia : And 
the, 
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ſhe, on the other ſide, to find. ſome ob- 
jetion ſtill ro what he adviſed. But 
after the death of this Cardinal, the 
Government was wholly Feminine and 
ſcandalous, to the juſtification of what 
the Cardinals, Laxtes and Barbarino, 
declared in the Conclave. * Cardinal 
Lantes, who was a man of an exact ex- 
perienced wiſdom, was demanded what 
Judgment he could give of Cardinal 
Panfilio, in caſe he came to be Pope : 
who anſwered without demur, 7har he 
would be a good Pope from the Ponto- 
molle ?o Rome ; the;which Bridge is 
but a mile, from Rowe. Meaning that 
he would do good for the City of 
Rome , by Buildings and other graces, 
for the aggrandizing the Houſes of 
Rome, as in effect he did : but headded, 
That he would prove very pernicious to 
the State, and profit of Chriſtendom ; be- 
fides, that many particular perfons would 
ſmart for it. | 
This Cardinal, without doubt took 
his meaſure from the abſolute devo- 
D 2 tion 
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tion the Pope bore to his Siſter-in-laws 
will : concluding that as Women think 
of nothing farther than what they have 
before their eyes, and within reach of 
their hands ; the Pope would ſurely 
lay all, other Corbioretions aſide , 
through Donna Olimpia's advice, for the 
embelliſhing of Rome, to the neglect of 
Church and State: Nor was he out in 

his prophecy. 

In the ſame manner Cardinal Fran- 
ciſco Barbarino, a man of a moſt exem- 
plary life, being intreated to give his 
Opinion of Cardinal Paxf/zo'; preſently 
replied, he would make an excellent Pope 
for the women. A Sentence to00 notorious 
to be interpreted a Prophecy. To ſay 
the truth ; Donna. Olimpia diſpoſed-of 
all the Court Afﬀairs, publick and pri- 
vate: There not being the leaſt Buſi- 
neſs ordered without her good liking, 
in part at leaſt. For moſt trequently , 
as he hath been treating with Cardinal 
Panzirolo about any particular, it hath 
been heard come from his Holineſs his 
> mouth, 
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mouth, What will Donna Olimpia ſay 2 
Which makes it moſt palpable, that he 
was afraid of diſpleaſing her. For which 
reaſon- Paxzirolo conſulted with Doxna 
Olimpia for the moſt part before he pro- 
_ any buſineſs to the Pope; for fear 

emight otherwiſe contract the Odium 
of that aſpiring Lady. 

She importuned to have her Son 
made Cardinal, which was not refuſed 
her; and to have him declared Car- 
dinal Patron, as being a Title conter- 
red always upon the Pope's neareſt 
Nephew. Donna Olimpia was induced 
to this upon a double motive ; neither 
of which proceeded from any natural - 
affection , but meerly politick. The 
firſt was to leſſen Cardinal Panzzrolo's 
Intereſt with the Pope, by taking the 
tranſaction of Affairs oft his hands : 
Promiſing her felt tor certain, when 
once a Cardinal Patron ſhould be de- 
clared, to whom of courſe belongs the 
management of Affairs both publick 
and private, Paxzzrolo would volunta- 

| D 3 rily 
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rily abſent himſelf from the Court ; be- 
ſides, that the Pope having ſo near a. 


-help, would ſeek. no further. The 
other was to make her ſelf more abſo- 
lute : For though her Son were 1n ſo 
conſiderable a Station; yet by the 1nca- 
pacity of the Subject ſhe made no doubt 
to be Miſtreſs, her poor child not da- 
ring to truſt his own ſtrength in any bu- 
{ineſs without theadviceof his Mother. 
And no doubt it had proved fo, it her 
Son had not repented ſo ſoon of his 
bargain, in taking ſuch a task upon 
him. | 

The Pope undertook at - the crea- 
ting his Nephew Cardinal, to inftruct 


him by degrees in the candugt of pubs. 


lick Afﬀairs ; being conſcious of his 
mighty ignorance. But the Nephew, 
in ttead of advancing, went backward, 
not attaining in ſo many months to the 
capacity of negotiating the leaſt ctr- 
cumſtance alone : For which his Uncle 
reproyed him a thouſand times a day, 
tor a block-htad. To prevent which 
RT: *. 
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fault, there came not the leaſt buſineſs 
tohim, that hedid not conſult his Mo- 
ther, which fell out to her hearts deſire. 
This defect of his, as.it made him avoid 
all buſineſs to his power ; ſo was he 
likewiſe troubled at it to find himſelf 
engaged in what ſuited not with his ta- 
lent or way of living. ' In this mean 
whilethe Princeſs Roſſana became a Wi- 
dow, than which he could not have 
wiſhed tor a betteroccaſion : nor would 
heloſe it, but reſolved immediately to 
lay by his Scarlet, and marry the Prin- 
cels,againſt the conſent both of Mother 
and Pope. | 

There was no great diſtance of time 
betwixt his renunciation to the Cardi- 
_ nalſhip and his Wedding: to the aſto- 
niſhment of Rome, at ſo unexpected a 
Marriage. The news of this was no 
ſooner brought to the Pope's ears, than 
he held a two hours conference with 
Donna Olimpia, to reſalve what was to 
be done in this caſe. The reſult of 
which was, that the Prince Camz/lo and 
D 4 his 
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his Lady,ſhould be baniſhed from Rowe. 
Upon which the Orders were brought 
him to depart, tothe amazement of all 
eople. However,it was ſubmitted to, 
though not without ſome regret on the 
Princeſs her fide : who piqued at ſuch 
uſage, took the liberty to utter ſome 
diſcourſe, which made not for the ho- 
nour of the Pope, or reputation of Dox- 
va Olimpia. | —_ 
There was none but wondred at this 
diſgrace : there not being the leaſt 
objection to the Match, that might 
diſpleafehis Holineſs ; eſpecially ſince 
he was the only branch of the houſe of 
Panfilio : Surely the Pope ought to 
have excuſed his natural Infirmi- 
ties, and have approved his noble 


change, ſo much conducing for the 


keeping up the Family. Belides the 
conſiderableneſs of the Fortune, with 
a perſon of her quality , beauty , and 
youth,” all which ſhejhad in perfe&ion, 


with ſeveral other vertues , and the | 
hopes of a numerous off-ſpring, which '. 
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Sons ; One would think the Pope had 
more reaſon to commend than quarrel 
his Nephew after all this. 

Thoſe that looked more narrowly 
into circumſtances, would not have 1t 
to be any diſlike the Pope took againſt 
his Nephew, that he was 1n diſgrace ; 
but out of a certain vain-glory, to make 
the world, believe him a zealous Pa- 
triarch, in laying aſide all conſidera- 
tions of his blood and family, to vindi- 
cate the honour of the Church, which 
he looked upon as undervalued by his 
—_— laying down his Cardinals 

ap. : 
The other deſign in baniſhing his 


Nephew , as many will have it, pro- 


'ceeded from this reaſon : That the 


Pope perceiving the Revenue of the 


-houſe of Aldobrandino, which was 


that of the Princeſs, charged with Le- 
gacies and other incumbrances , did 
his Nephew this courteſie by baniſhing 
of him ; that. being oyt of the way Wn 
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the Country for the moſt part, he was 
exempt from that expence and ſtate 
he muſt otherwife have been at upon 
the Marriage of a Popes Nephew with 
a Princeſs born to ſo great a fortune. 
By this means declining the preſent 
charge the z#heritance came in the more 
cleer. But this was a conſideration ſo 


ſordid, that I can ſcarce belieye it of a 


private perſon : much leſs of a Prince, 
whoſe mind is daily excited to gene- 


rous ations. This diſcourſe, to ſay 


the truth, begun in the ſhops amongſt 
the Tradeſmen, who for the moſt part 
meaſure by the largeneſs of their own 
Souls , at fix per cent. However it 
gained credit through the diſcourſe 


and vf opinion of the moſt refined Cour- 
tiers: who ſaid, the Pope would never 


have done this of himſelt, but that 
Cardinal Panzirolo ſeeing the 1mportu- 
nity and: noiſe Doxna Ol;mpia made far 
the baniſhment of theſe two perſons, 
to humour the bufineſs, gave this out 
for the reputation of the Pope's good 

nature, 


. 
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nature, and Donna Olimpid's avarice. 
But it is time I now ſhew you, why 
Donna Olimpia forced her ſelf to put 
her- Son. in. diſgrace with his Uncle : 
which might otherwiſe appear impoſſi- 


- ble for a Mother,or common humanity. 


Therefore thus it was, that no man 
doubted but the Mother was the main 
and only inſtrument that wrought the 
baniſhment of her Son, and fo it will be 
worth pains to know the particularities 
of a thing ſo extraordinary. 

Upon the notice of Prince Cami#o's 


deſign, Donna Olimpia grew jealous 


leaſt the conſiderableneſs of ſo great a 
Match might create her Partners1n the 
diſpoſal of the Pope, at leaſt limit her 
in part,if not in the whole. What gave 
her the greateſt ſuſpicion , was the 
knowledge ſhe had of the Princefs. of 
Roſſano her Daughter-1n-law , reputed 
for a Lady of great wit and diſcretion, 
who ſpoke ſolidly always upon good 
grounds ; which. would no ' doubt in 
time have won upon the Pope. __ 
that 
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that which the more aggravated her 
jealouſie, was, that ſhe very wellknew 
the inclinations of the Pope to love the 
Female Sex: ſo that ſhe certainly con- 
cluded his Holineſs would take more 
pleaſure in having to do with a young 
Niece,' than an old Siſter-in-law. For 
this cauſe ſhe uſed all her cunning to 
render the Nephew odiousto the Uncle, 
againſt the bonds of nature and confan- 
I gunity : that ſhe might ſatisfie her Am- 

ition of guiding the Popes Will at her 
own diſcretion. Nor was it ſtrange that 
the ſame Pope ſhould put all his Afﬀairs 
into her hands, to whom he had long 
- fince reſigned his heart : though ſhe 

abuſed this power to ſucha degree, that 

.ſhe brought the whole Court to her 
beek.: ;.. 

Beſides, if we conſider the endow- 
ments of. Prince Camz/lo , we cannot 
but think the Pope had ſome reaſon on 
his ſide to forget his Relation. For at 
what time he made him Cardinal, he 


deſigned to fit hum for the employment 
= | 
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of a firſt Nephew, for the which : he 
found a great incapacity in him; inſo- 
much that the more his Uncle inſtru&- 
ed him, the greater Dunce he grew , 
that ſcarce a day paſſed without a.mul- 
titude of reproots and chidings : the 


' fear :of which, as he endeavoured to 


be more diligent , run him ſtill 3nto 
greater abſurdities ; ſo that the Pope 
could never ſee him without extreme 
regret. | 

The Court wondred moſt at theſe 
two particulars, in the baniſhment of 
Prince Camillo, The firſt was to ſee a 
Pope fo beſotted with a Woman, as to 
puniſh his Nephew for having directed 
his love to a Princeſs of equal quality 
to himſelf, Who could but admire to 
ſee a Pope given over to the exceſs of 
an aſpiring Woman , who governed 
Church, State, Court, and Pope himſelf 


' witha high hand: andat the ſame time 


become ſo cruel to his only .Nephew, 
for appropriating with the love of 
ſo noble a Lady , ſo conſiderable 2 

Patrt- 
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Patrimony to the houſe of Panfilzo / 
The ſecond Wonder was to ſee a 
Princeſs ſo much ſought after by other 
great /Princes, to place her AfﬀeCtions 
upon one that was noted for his ſim- 
plicity andill nature. Had it been for 
this reaſon alone, he was obliged to 
have commended the choice of his 


| Nephew, and received them both 1n- 


to his favour. - But for all this it 1s no 
ſtrange thing to ſee a Princeſs con- 
deſcend to ſuch a Match; when we con- 
ſider the nature of the Roman Ladies, 


who had rather govern a City of 
Church-men, than a Kingdom of Ca- 


valtiers. 

It may be wondred at, that the Pope 
in the beginning of his Reign, ſhould 
ſeek to extinguiſh the houſe of Panjilio, 
by taking his Nephew into the Church, 
who was the only branch of the Fami- 
ly ; when we ſee for the moſt part , 
that former Popes , toFeſtabliſh their 


Houſe and Name, have ruined the 


State, and ſet all the World together 
”: -. by 
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by the Ears; and this on the contrary, 
tothe amazement of all men, to ſeek 
the ruine .of his own Houſe. But to 
do him right, the Pope was never of 
this mind : but reſolved tomarry him, 
as Panzirolo adviſed. Donna Olimpia 
was ſhe (an incredible ſtory, it experi- 
ence did not prove beyond controle ) 
that unmanned the Pope, and brought 
him to yield to the baniſhment of his 
Nephew : chooſing rather to blot out 
thename of Paxfi/io,than ſuffer the leaſt 
dimunition in that authority ſhe 'had 
over the Pope, which ſhe apprehended 
might be endangered by her Sons Mar- 
riage. 

Prince Cami//o being gone from 
Rome with his Lady , Donna Olimpia 
ingroſſed-the whole Court affair,, yet 
with no ſmall regret at Panzzrolo's fo 
good credit with the Pope. How- 
ever Panzirolo not interrupting her in 
her main deſign of heaping up riches, 
ſhe would not diſcover that private ma- 
lice the bore againſt him. She _— 

ave 
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have had the Pope diſcharge himſelf 


of all buſineſs, and leave it to his Con- 
fidents, which ſhe comprehended 
within her ſole perſon. To this end 
ſhe ſought all means to divert him from 
that care he then took of Church and 
State. - . | 

For he was wontat the firſt tobe ve- 


ry ſollicitous in enquiring anto all the . 


affairs of Rome, receiving the Petitions, 
and hearing the Complaints of thoſe 
which were aggrieved, from their 
own mouths. But Donna Olimpta made 
him quit ſo good thoughts, by inſinua- 
ting that it would be better to keep 
himſelf in repoſe for the good of Chr/- 


ftendom, than to haraſs himſelf out fo 


with hazard of his life. She conjured 
him to ſpeak but little , and when he 
was never ſo little indiſpoſed , ſhe 
would ſeem very much afflicted, and 
blame him as acceſlary to-his own 
miſchiet , by troubling himſelf with 
buſineſs more than needed. The poor 
Pope, who .belived the did all this 
| | with 


be hy oubd wwe ps rc ic... iz. 


Donna Olimpia. 49 


with a ſincere and ſingle heart, ado- 
red her; for want of Senſe enough to 
perceive that this zeal proceeded not 
trom the Love ſhe bore him, but a 
meer Trick to get the Ditpoſal of all 
into her own hands. 

She perſwaded him to moderate 
ſuch Expences as ſhe thought ſuper- 
fluous, by abating the Salaries of 
divers Officers, making particular 
Laws, and reforming his own Table ; 
and indeed all things whoſe Charge 
drained the Pope's Purſe, which the 
kept without ever giving any Ac- 
compt to him. 

The greedineſs of the Barbarines in 
ſcraping up Money, which was the 
moſt excellive Rome had ever ſeen ; 
in compariſon. of that of /nmocent, (I 
- ſhould ſay, Donna Olimpia) was but a 
flea-biting. No Judge Criminal, 
but was made by her Recommenda- 
tion, to whom {ſhe gave moſt barba- 
rous Inſtructions to ſupply her Ava- 
rice. She warned them to look atter 
E the 
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the Purſe, and not the Blond : and 
would frequently write to them, to 
ſend her the Redemptions of the 
Guilty, becauſe ſhe intended to lay 
them out tor the Benefit of the Poor. 


_ Upon which the coveteouſneſs of the 


Judges, ſeeking for their ſhare too, 
the Extortion and Rigour was brought 


. to that height, as it was impoſſible to. 


imagin it higher. And though the 
Pope had certain Information that 
thoſe Judges were exceflive cruel, and. 
robbed without meaſure or diſtin&tion; 

yet neither were the Oppreſled reliev- 
ed, nor the Judges puniſhed : and 
that through the pernicious Impreſ- 
ſion Douna Olimpia had made upon 
him. 

He ſaid that Divine Providence, 
which diſpoſed his Will, had ap- 
pointed by his Hands good Men, tor 
the Execution of Juſtice: There- 
fore to ſpeak ill of his Miniſters, 
were to charge Divine Providence, 


which had inſpired him to the Choice. 
Neither 


Donna Olimpia. cr 


Neither Words nor Examples, which 
made out clear to him the contrary 
of that falſe Belief, and ſcandalous 
Opinion he had entertained ;* could 
ever make him quit that wicked 
Fancy. 

A. certain German Count, a Prote- 
ſtant, having heard ſpeak one day of 
this Belief of the Pope's concerning 
his Miniſters, told his Friend, 7 ſee 
plainly it will one day be requiſite to 
hold” all the Popes Subjetts for In- 
fallible. | 

But Donna Olimpia did all ſhe 
could to hinder Complaints from 
coming to the Pope's Ears, receivin 
them her ſelf, after ſhe had firſt re- 
ceived the Money of the Oppreſlours : 
' Thus admitting of contrarieties at the 
fame time. 

All the Diſcourſe of Rome, was 
Donna Olimpia's inſatiable Thirſt at- 
ter Wealth: For every one admired 
that in the time of ſo many other 
Popes, who had many Nephews, 

E 2 that 


= - - | ive Lifeof 
that all robbed, that is, - provided 
for themſelves; there was not ſo 
much extortion ſeen, as in the Time 
of [anocent; when all went into the 
Purſe of Donna Olimpia. For ſhe 
would not let her Sons-in-laws ſee a 
Farthing, but conſidered them as it 
they had not been: of whom it wilt 
do well togive ſome Account, 

The Houſe of Panfilio ( except 
Donna Olimpia, who came'out of the 
Houle of the Maldachini ) conſiſted 
only of the Pope, his Siſter, Dox 
Camillop and his two Siſters. His 
Holineſs his Siſter, much elder than 
himſelf, was called Siſter Agatha 
concerninz whom there 15 not much 


to fay : For the never came out of 


her Cloiſter, but when the Pope 
ſent for her; which he did to cheer 
up his Heart to ſce her ſo Juſty at an 
Age more advanced than his own. 
Thus Lady, during the time her Bro- 
ther was Cardinai, held a very good 
correipondence with Donna —_— 

er 
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+ her Siſter-in-law : but after he was 
Pope, ſhe began to defie her, and 
not without ſome reaſon: For ſhe 
perceived her Brother had debarred 
her from ſolliciting any Grace, while 
he heaped them upon her Sitter-in- 
law. So that as moſt that lead Mo- 
naſtick Lives, are naturally propenſe 
| to Envy, ſhe entertained a greater 
Hatred tor her Sifter-in-law , that 
reaped the Benefit, than her Bro- 
ther, who afforded the Harveſt. 
And truly for the ſpace of ten Years 
under the Reign of her Brother , ſhe 
never could obtain any Favour above 
the Bleſſing of a Medal. This un- 
kindneſs proceeded not directly 
from the Pope, though he was a Per- 
ſon not over-tree of his Favours: 
but trom the Prejudice Donna Olim- 
þ/a had poſleſſed him with ; making 
him believe, that if once he began to 
gratifie his Siſter, the Nuns, who 
are naturally very importunate, 
would never leave preſling her to 
E 2 DES 
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beg Favours : by which means, nei- 
their he nor his Siſter ſhould ever he 
at reſt, This Charitable conſide- 
ration was all this while, the leaſt of 
her Thoughts: But ſhe apprehended 
that Siſter Agatha, would receive all 
the Preſents of thoſe ſhe procured 
Graces for ; and therefore ſhe contri- 
ved it ſo, that nothing ſhould be 
granted her, that ſhe her ſelf might 
make that profit. 

Of Don Camillo's two Siſters, the 
firſt was married to Don Andrea Fu- 
ſtimmiani, a Prince that may be recko- 
ned amongſt Fortune's Diſciples. 
'This Man was called to be Heir to 
the late Marqueſs Juſtinian; : who, 
finding no Heir by Deſcent, caſt his 
Eye upon this Creature, at that time 
a miſerable poor Knight: Who 
though it was at a great diſtance, yet 


originally he came of the ſame Stock 


with the Marqueſs. Arrived there- 
fore to ſo conſiderable a pitch of 
Fortune, himſelf made 1t yet great- 
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- ter by marrying Jznocent's Niece, 
who though he was then but Cardi- 
nal, became Pope foon after, which 
conferred thoſe Priviledges upon the 
Prince, as always attend Popes 
Nephews. However, his Relation 
made him not much richer : For ex- 
cept the uſual Honours and Charges 
that are conferred of courſe upon 
the Pope's Nephews, which are not 
unprofitable; the Pope never in- 
tended farther, knowing that as he 
was -a good manager of the Eftate 
whi.'!1 was fallen to him, he would 
think himſelf very well, that he- had 
made ſo good a paſs in his Knight 
Errantry. Beſides, the Pope thought 
not fit to commit any Charge of 
weight upon him; finding him a 
Perion, except that he was a good 
honeſt Man, of very ordinary parts. 
The Princefs his Lady was welcome 
enough to the Pope; but with the 
ſame reſtrictions, that nothing was 
to be got: For her Mother would 
E 4 ſel 


56 The Life of- 
ſeldom or never ſuffer her to come 
into the Pope's preſence. Thus were 
Husband and Wite both deceived, even 
in ordinary Favours, which their De- 
mands never exceeded, nor often pre- 
valled. 

Don Camillo's ſecond Siſter was 
Married to Signior Don Nicolo Ludo- 
viſio Prince of Piombino, Nephew to 
Gregory the Fifteenth , and Brother 
to that Cardinal Patron, who in the 
time of his Uncle diſpoſed abſolutely 
of all Church Afﬀairs. This Prince 
thought to have had great matters 
by his Wife, receiving the greater 
part of her Portion in large hopes, 
which Cardinal Panzzrolo gave him, 
who made the Match. And truly 
there was ſome grounds to believe 
it ; becauſe it was in that nick of 
time that Don Camillo was made 
Carlinal. For he preſumed, conſi- 
dering the ow, of th.'s Perſon, 
the real Power ot a Nepnew would 
devalve to him; anu tazt Leng 
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exerciſed in Government, all Buſineſs 
of State, Publick and Privare, would 
fall to his ſhare: which was the rea- 
ſon made him ſo hot upon this Match. 
But he found himſelt mightily de- 


ceived, his Mother-in-law ( Dozna 


Olimpia ) not ſuffering the Diſpoſal 
of a thing ſo conſiderable to paſs 
through other Hands than her own : 
fo that the poor Prince was obliged to 
be fed like a Child with what the gave 
him. 

Nor did the Prince get.any tning 
by lamenting his fad Condition, to be 
debarred the means to thoſe Favours 
which alwayes attend fo near Alles 
to a Pope: For Donna Olimpia, nets 
led at his Diſcourſe, gxve him to 
underſtand, that he nad received 
ſufficient Grace and Honour ſince the 
Pope had layed all others afide to 
pref?r him .ro the Marriage of his 
Niece. As much as to fay, he had no 
reaſon t9 compla.n of a Vatch, that 
put him 1n a capacity of repairing 
tie 
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the Breaches made in the fortune of 
his Family. Upon this anſwer the 
Prince remained ſilent by the Advice 
of his Natural Prudence; diſſembling 
all, and continuing his obſervance to 
her as Mother-in-law, and the Popes 
Favourite. 

However, this Prince omitted not 
to vent his Paſſion among Friends up- 
on occaſion, by ſaying, that his Alli- 
ance with the Pope, in ſtead of rai- 


ſing, had diminiſhed him, through * | 


the diſguſt it gave him with the 
French, who hereupon had made his 
State of Piombino the object of their 
Fury: Sothat not being able to re- 
venge themſelves upon the Pope, 
they would at leaſt fall upon what 


belonged to his Relations. Thus by | | 


his Alliance he became a certain lo- 
ſer; whereas the Recompence he re- 
ceived was not conſiderable, being 
compriſed only in the Yice-Admiral- 
/hip of the Pope's Galleys, and ſome 


other ſlight matter, that was not 
COINs®> 
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comparable to his loſs. The Com- 
mand of the Galleys was be- 
ſtowed upon him at the Inſtance of 
Donna Olimpia: not out of any de- 
ſire to advance him, but by that 
means to ſend him far enough from 
Rome : for the. Pope was reſolved 
to ſend the Adnural with his Galleys, 
to aſſiſt the YVenetians 1n the Levant- 
War. The Prince was alſo diſpleaſed, 
that the Pope ever ſent for him at 
vacant hours, when there was no 
Diſcourſe admitted, more than for 
Recreation: And though the Prince 
would begin ſometimes to talk ſeri- 
ouſly of Buſineſs, he was ſtill interrup- 
ted by his Holineſs. By which the 
poor Man perceived he was to be trea- 
ted as Buffoon, and not Nephew to the 
Pope. 

And now we come to Donna Olim- 
pia, who for five Years and upwards 
exerciſed in a manner the whale 
Power of Pope Innocent. This Lady, 
as I have told you elſewhere, ow 
ne 
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ned the Pope tor a long time betore. 
As ſhe was a Woman ot a great deal 
of Wit and Suutlety, ſhe knew fo 
well how to time her Buſineſs and or- 
der Circumſtances tor the captiva- 
ting his Will, as fore-ſeeing what 
might happen; .nor failed ſhe of her 
Aim. Thus ſhe not only diſpoſed 
of him when he was Bithop, Cardi- 
nal, and Nuntio; and of all he had, 
without the leaſt contradiction ; bur 
even after he was. Pope, ſhe under- 
ſtood ſo well ' how to keep her 

round in the midſt of ſo much 
Greatneſs, by holding oft all thoſe 
which were not her Creatures; that 
it was no eaſie matter to move her in 


the leaſt, either by conſideration of | 
the great Inconventency every way | 
| to ſee the Supreme of the Church | 
ſubjected to the licentious Appetite | 
of a moſt ambitious Woman ; or the | 
eneral Diſlatisfa&tion of the Court, | 
which for want of a Cardinal Ne- | 
phew, would be wholly excluded | 
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from all Afairs by this Lady. But 
alas! who ſhould govern the Chair 
ſooner than ſhe, who was- abſolute 
Miſtreſs both of it, and him that held 
it A Lady, that ought deſervedly 
to be admired for a judicious and 
ready Wit, eſpecially where any thing 
was to be got, or for any wickedneſs, 
And it is moſt certain, none but Dox- 
a Olimpia could have overcome all 
difficulties for the holding the Reins 
of Government but ſix Months, where- 
as ſhe continued ſix Years together. 
And what was the more to be wonder- 
ed at, excepting her exact Rules of 
Economie, her Endowments were 
like other Perſons. - But ſhe ordered 
this ſo cunningly, that it gained upon 
the Pope's Aﬀections to ſuch a degree, 
as made way for her to act without 
Law or reitraint. 

She reduced the Datary to her ab- 
ſolute diſpoſe: For whereas betore, 
the Maſter of the Datary was abſo- 
lute, to ſell all Places at a certain 
Rate ; 
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Rate; he was now left a ſimple Exe- 
cutour of the Pope's Orders, and 
many tunes of Donna Olimpia's little 
Notes; though indeed, what the 
Pope commanded, proceeded from 
her Directions. However, the Car- 
dinal that was Maſter of the Datary, 
being a wiſe Man, took all in good 
part; though every .one pitied him 
tor ſo great a Slight as was put upon his 
Perſon. 

In fine, whatever Office at Court 


fell, nothing was _ of, without | _ 
good-liking of | 


the knowledge an 
Donna Olimpia. It any Benefices were 
to be beſtowed, great or ſmall, the 
Officers of the Datary were to keep 
them in hand, till ſhe had fully in- 
formed her ſelf of their value; and 
' then ſhe culled out the beſt for her 
- own diſpoſal, Whatever Byſhoprick 

tell _ they that pretended to it, 
were. to addreſs themſelves to her ; 
and he that offered moſt, without 
con{xderation either of Capacity, or 


Deſert, | 
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Deſert, was introduced. Abbeys, 
Canonicates, and all other -Dignities 
and Governments, whether Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical, were all conferred at 
Donna Olimpia's pleaſure and com- 
mand : before whom, there was no 
appearing empty handed. Nay, you 
muſt bring the full Value of the 
Place : For the Rates were ſo ſet, 
that an Office of a thouſand. Crowns 
a Year, that laſted but three Years, 
he that had it, was to pay- a. Years 


| Revenue to Donna Olimpia ; it fix 


Years, double, and ſo on proportio- 
nably : But it it were an Oftice for 
Lite; ſhe would not be aſhamed to 
ask the Moiety of the Revenue for 
the firſt twelve Years. Some -Biſho- 
pricks lay void more than five Years 
together, ( however, ſhe received 
the profits of them all that while, ) 
only becauſe ſhe could not find a 


Chapman for them, that would pre- 


ſent her at ſo dear a Rate. . An Ab- 
bot of the Kingdom of Naples, beg- 
gerred 
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gered his Holiſe, by coveting a 
Bilhoprick that was at Donna Olims+ 
pia's diſpoſe: For he was given to 
underſtand, he muit pay twenty 
thouſand Crowns for it, 1f he would 
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have it. The poor Man, who could 
not make up ſuch a ſum in his whole 
Family, perſwaded his Brothers to 
Joyn 1n the ſelling all their Patrimo- 
ny, and take up upon Credit what 
they could, to make up the Sum: 
Which being done, and the Money 
paid, he was named to the Biſho- 
prick, but died before he had been 


| fully poſſeſſed. Thus was the whole 
Family ruined, and Donna Olimpia | 
reſtored to the Poſſeſſion of the Bene- | 


fice, which ſhe ſold again to ſome other 
Perſon. 

Such was the exorbitance of this 
modern Agrippina's Avarice, that ſhe 
made her Conſent ſo neceflary in 
promoting any body, as without. it 
nothing could paſs. Otten-times ſhe 
wouid mare the Cardinals treat the 
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fame Buſineſs over again in their Con- 
gregations, which they had diſpatch- 
ed once before, and confirmed: by a 
Definitive Decree; nay more,in thoſe 
very Congregations where the Pope 
himſelf had been preſent,and concur- 
red in perſon. | . 
Through this great influence came 
it to-paſs, that all the Court Ohcers, 


| eitherout of fear or hopes,made court 


to .her, nor performing the leaft 
duty without her knowledge or ad- 
VICE. 
Cardinal Panziro/ohimfelf,though 
ſo much taken up with the buſinets 
of his Place, befides his frequent 
indiſpoſitions , was nevertheleſs, to 
humgur this Lady , obliged many 
timesto go in perſonto find her out, 
and give her an accompt of all the 
ſecret. Aﬀairs that occurred. Thus 
the from time to time with a Maje- 
ſtick nod, Pope-like, a bundle of Me- 
morials in her hand already refo]- 
ved upon , would ſpend hours _ 
Y þ US 
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his Holineſs in ripening her Propoſi- 
tions ; the which were often deſcan- 
ted upon , with .bitterneſs enough 
ſometimes. For the ſharp Wits were 
as well piqued as aſtoniſhed , to ſee 
the Court ſo cloſe towards men of 
deſert, and ſo prodigal upon thoſe 
that deſerved nothing. There was 
no medling with the taults of thoſe 
that had the power in their hands , 
though all men were moved with 


look of this Lady, people were ba- 
niſhed the Court, even thoſe that 


were the ſole hopes of the Family of | 


Panfilio. Every one was amazed to 


ſee the unnaturalneſs of the Pope , | 


who was not ſenſible of the propi- 
tious inclination of Heaven towards 
his Family through his Nephew, who 


( 
| 


in the time of his Exile had two. 
Sons by the Princeſs (which by 0- 
ther Popes was always eſteemed the 
greateſt bleſſing : ) but continued | 


{0 little concerned at all this, that he | 
never | 
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" | neverſo much as thought of calling 
- ' him back. | 
And now it is fit you ſhould know 
the reaſon why the Pope was fo 
hardned, as to regard his Nephews 
| Offſpring ſo little. At what time 
Donna Olimpia had perſwaded the 
Pope to make Don Camillo Cardinal, 
again{t his Holineſs own ſenſe, that 
ot his Relations and Panzzrolo's; the 
made uſe of this deviliſh pretence, 
that her Son was inſufficient ,” and 
therefore it would do very UI| to 
| make any Lady ſo miſerable by ſuch 
a Match : beſides, that it muſt have 
been a great affliction to the Man, 
{ when he found himſelf uncapable 
everof having Children. Upon this, 
when ſhe underſtood the Princeſs was 
with Child, and afterwards brought 
to bed of a luſty Boy, ſhe took up 


% & 


more wicked and helliſh courſes than 
{ formerly, She put it into the Pope's 
| head (ltremble to think of ſo horrid 
) an ation) to ſuſpe&t the honour of 
| F 2 the 


nw CY FF Www Wow 5 w = a TY 9 © 0” W %s WS th PT, vv 


”"S>S UT 


—— __ 


- © —_— 


68 The Life of 


the Princeſs of Roſſano her Daughter- 


in-law , and made him beheve the 

Children. were indeed hers but not 

her Husbands, who was utterly unca- 
able of Generation. 


The Pope ſoon believed it , as 


coming from Donna Olimpia's mouth, 
to whom he had ſworn entire ſub- 
miſſion : For between theſe two 
there paſſed nothing more than com- 
mand and obedience : ſhe ſaid the 
word, and he obeyed. Inſomuch , 
thar ſome faid ſhe had laid a charm 
upon him. And truly I am-apt to 
believe it : how elſe ( laying aſide 
all other conſiderations ) were 1t po- 
fible that ſuch a red-taced, clowniſh 
fellow ſhould prove ſo complaiſant 
in love to a Lady, eſpecially to this, 
without ſome Diabolical Enchant- 
ment ? 


. The Hiſtories of former ages can- | 


not produce the like, I do not fay in 
a Pope, for in that 1t 1s particular, 


but in any other Prince or Monarch. 
I 


3 


| 


| 
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I confeſs there hath been, and.that a 
Tyrant, who hath delivered himſelf 
over to ſome Woman : but it was in 
the affections of his Soul, and not his 
Scepter. If he admitted her into 


| his Bed, ſhe entred not into his 


Councils : if in private he adored 
her, he took no notice of her in pub- 
lick: if he made a preſent of his per- 
ſon to her, he did not ſo of his King- 
dom :' if he permitted her to rule 
himſelf ,: yet not his people : and if 
hedid go ſo far as to allow her ſome 
authority in publick, ſome power in 
his Throne, it was undoubtedly with 
ſo much caution at leaſt, that ſhe 
ſhould not be able 'to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of due: reſpe& to the regal 
Majeſty. But [anocent, on the other 
ſide , preſented Downa Olimpia not 
only with his heart and affections , 
but with his hand, perſon, and do- 
minion ; without reſtraint, limit or 
reſpe&t: and it is moſt aſſuredly true, 
that never 'any King gave ſo much 
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power to his Wife, nor any Queen 
Regent commanded her Councels 
with ſo much authority as Donna 
Qlimpia had uſurped unto her ſelf 
both over Pope , Councel, and 
People. 

Such was the imperiouſneſs of this 
Lady, that ſhe endeavoured to null 
the Decrees of the Church, and did 
in efte& fo ſhake them , reducing 


what former Popes had ordained to 


that degree, that all men apprehend- 
ed a Schiſm in the Church. And 
truly one would think it were Schiſm 
enough to ſcea Lady and the Pope 
change places. A thouſand exam- 
ples might be brought of the unheard- 
ot power of Donna Olimpia - but that 
they are ſuch as would more offend 
the ears than fatisfie the curioſity of 
any man. TI wall therefore conclude 


all in one, both for breyity and civili- 
ties ſake. 

Donna Olimpia had a Nephew 
(who 1s yet alive) one of her Bro- 
: | thers 
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thers Sons, about eighteen years of 
age, of. a ſheepiſh look, no preſence 
or aſpect of a man, wholly unexpe- 
rienced in the world, a great Dunce, 
uncapable of impreſſion, not able to 
entertain diſcourſe, 1ll made, and 
worſe ſpoken, addicted only to fuch 
recreations as ſuit with mean and 
low Spirits. This creature with 

much adoe was once brought before 
the Pope , who turning to Donna 
Olimpiathat had introduced him, faid, 
| [ beſeech you Siſter let him come no 
nearer, for he is ten times uglier than 
my ſelf. For all this, through the 
1mportunity of the Aunt , he made 
him Cardinal at Eighteen years old, 
not only to the wonder of the Court, 
but all Chriſtendom. And this 1s Car- 
dinal Maldachini, who 1n his viſits 
that he either gives or recelyes al- 
ways makes uſe of a ſet form of 
Complements, which he hath got by 
heart ; andif you put him out of his 
road , he never tails to talk nan- 
F 4 " nee, 
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ſence. . Juſt about the ſame time at: 
Rome the Statue of Marforio was hid 
by a Palace that was built about it : 
upon which there were a thouſand 
Paſquils made ; among which I re- 
member one was, - 
Take it not ſo to heart Paſquino, 
Tour Companion 1s Maldachino. 
And truly this Cardinal is and will 
be the Carneval or Jack-pudding of 
the Apoſtolick Colledge, the Chur- 
ches ſcandal, and the reproach of the 
Court. The inſtru&ions-that Don- 
»a Olimpia his Aunt gave him, that 
he ſhould keep. Learned men in his 
Family, was of ſmall uſe to him, who 
had not wit enough to make any | 
benefit by their converſation. Nor | 
wanted this Lady cruelty : tor ſhe 
was the cauſe of. Maſcambruno's exe- 
cution,. and of divers others, out of 
whom , when the had drawn what 
money the could in their life-time , 
the hoped for more by their Death, 


Nay, thetook away the Datary from | 
Car- 
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Cardinal Cecchini, and uſed Palotta 
ſo ill, that he would often fay, he had 
rather be 1n a Cloiſter liable to the 
impertinence of a Monk, than in 
Rome under the Tyranny of Donna 
Olimpia. 

So did . this Lady govern the 
Court, that Paxzirolo made it his 
buſineſs with the Pope to make him 
underſtand the complaints of all the 
Etmbaſſadors, to find the Court with- 
out ſome Miniſter to convey their 
addreſſes to his Holineſs ; being con- 
cerned that they muſt ſtill be torced 
upon all occaſions to treat immedi- 
ately with the Pope, who would never 
give them a good nay, or a bad yea; 
that is, an anſwer to any purpoſe. 
At laſt,weary,as I ſuppoſe,of the con- 
tinual importunities of his Siſter-in- 
law,and the taking upon him all Au- 
diences, not having allowed himſelf 
hitherto that aſſiſtance his Predeceſ- 
fors always thought requiſite , he 
hearkened to advice. 

The 
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The place the Title of Cardinal- 
Patron carries along with it (which 
is never conferred but upon a Ne- 
phew) is very conſiderable, and of 
equal weight of honour and buſineſs. 

When the Pope is indiſpoſed, or 
hath a mind to be private, he receives 
the Embaſladors; with whom he hath 
power to treat, but to reſolve nothing; 
though indeed Gregory the Fifteenth 
referred all to his Nephew. Beſides, 
he ſubſcribes the Letters of the Nun- 
ti Legats, Governours of Provinces; 
| Prefides in the Council of State ; 
and in ſhort, all that ought to come 
before the Pope paſles thorough his 
hands. As yet this help was wanting 
to /anocent, who through his lan- 
guiſhing condition had great need 
of it, as being very troubleſome to 
the Embaſladors that had to do with 
him.” | | 

Therefore, to eaſe himſelf of bu- 
{neſs, he held conference with Par- 
zirolo,, which likewiſe ſet his Ne- 

phews 
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phews all a work. Many were pro- 
poſed, and {tilt thwarted by. Donna 
 Olimpaa, to preſerve her own intereſt, 


though ſhe ever ſeemed willing, and 


at lait through the urgency of affairs 
was ſo, upon condition it were one 
wholly at her beck. Cardinal 4/- 
bergati was firſt thought on, who 
calls himſelf by the Title of Car- 
dinal Ludoviio, This the Prince Lu- 
dovifio puſhed earneſtly forwards , 
as being deſirous, ſince he had none 
himſelf, to have one ſo near of Blood 
to him in publick employment : But 
his Brothers ignorance and fimpli- 
city in private affairs, much more 
in publick , procured him the Ne- 
gative. Next was brought up Fa- 
thay Fabio Albergatj, the Cardinals 
Brother, a Jeſuit : but the Pope de- 
clared he would not aggrandize one 
houſe with the advancement of three 
Brothers. At laſt, after long de- 
bate, to the wonder of all men, and 
the great diſſatisfaction of the Popes 
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kindred, was declared an adopted Ne- 


- phew of another houſe, who with his 
Cardinalſhip had the name of Panfi/zo 
conferred upon him, and the title of 
Cardinal-Patron. But it will not be 
amiſs to give you the whole ſtory of 
it,as being an Election that did highly 
exaſperate Donna Olimpia , who 1n- 
veighed moſt furioufly againſt the 
promoter of this buſineſs. 

This new Cardinal may be rec- 
koned amongſt the moſt unexpected 
prodigies of tortune for theſe many 
Ages. For without any relation of 
blood to the Pope, without merit , 
nay void of all endowments that 
ſhould render a man eſtimable in the 
Court of Rome, not having the leaſt 
familiarity with the Pope , oy 
known to him by ſight ;. was for all 
this (not the leaſt ſuſpected of it) ad- 
vanced to be Cardinal Nephew, as if 
he had been of the blood of the Pax- 
#131, He had no other qualification 
for ſo eminent a place, but the extra- 

ction 
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tion from a truly noble Family , 
which notwithſtanding was ſo deep- 
ly engaged in debts that it ſunk eve- 
ry day. His name was Camillo 4- 
ſtalli, of twenty ſeven years of age, 
of a gentile Garb-and Addreſs, and 
good Qualities enough to advance 
him to a Biſhoprick , but no far- 
ther. That which added to the 
Courts wonder, was to fee one rai- 
ſed to ſo important a preferment for 
the - aſſiſtance of the Pope in the 
moſt weighty matters of State and 
Politick affairs,who was to ſeek in all 
ſorts of Politicks,tor want of practice 
in buſineſſes of that nature, which 
never came in his way till now. The 
introduction that he had by means 
of his charge at Rome, came through 
the affinity the Marqueſs his Brother 
had contracted by - marrying the 
Niece of Donna Olimpia ; who made 
it her buſineſs to look atter honour 
and preferment for the advance of 
a ſtrange Family now by —_— 
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become her own, as eſteeming her 
ſelf not in ſo ſplendid a condition as 
was fit for a Pope's Kinſwoman. And 
what encouraged her the more to 
be ſolicitous, was the conſideration 
of the ſlender portion ſhe went off 
with, counting the reſt upon the ex- 
pectations ſo near an affmity with the 
Pope muſt needs promiſe : though 
indeed it had proved a bait that had 
gulled many, and made them rec- 
kon without their Hoſt. However 
the Houſe of A/fa/li had great good 
luck to ally themſelves with Donna 
Olimpia. For howbeit they wanted 
not tor Nobility , yet had they no 
Eſtate to maintain it ; beſides that 
the greateſt ſhare of what remained 
was by the connivance of Donna 
Olimpta layed out upona Clerk of the 
Chambers place ; upon which the 
whole Family of A/all;_ relyed ; 
nor had they had that to truſt to 
without her advice, And indeed it 


ſucceeded: well with him, who had 
_ 
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by that means a free addreſs to the 


Court , together with the relation ' 


his Brother had contracted with 
Donna Olimpia, beſides that the place 
was very Honourable. He applied 
himſelf to court Cardinal Panzirolo 
in the higheſt manner, and he did 
wiſely in it : for he plainly faw, next 
to Donna Olimpia, he had the greateſt 
power with the Pope. Fortune 
. would have it ſo, that he found an 
equal return of kindneſs from the 
Cardinal, who gave himſelf up cap- 
tive to certain modeſt and obſe- 
quious behaviours that appeared in 
this Youth : however, againſt the 
Cardinal's uſual manner, who would 
never undertake to favour any body 
before the Pope ; not out of any 
ill nature, but becauſe he found the 
Pope willing all favours ſhould pro- 
ceed from Donna Olimpia. Never- 
theleſs here it fell out otherwiſe : 
for Panzirolo had poſſeſſed the Pope 


ſo far with a good opinion of Aftall, 
repre- 
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repreſenting of him as a man fit for 
great employment ; that he induced 
the Pope to be taken with the carri- 
age of the young man, Afterwards, 
when they came to conſult how the 
Pope might be eaſed in the weight 
of buſineſs, there not being one of 
his Kindred found fit tor ſo great 
an undertaking, and he having , 


through Donxa Olimpia's perſwaſon, 


an utter averſion tor them ; Paxzirolo 
was hearkened to, who had preferred 
tys favourite before all other confide- 
rations. | 
This ation was remarked by the 
Court of Rome for one of the-moſt ex- 
traordinary that had appeared upon 
the Stage of Rowe a long time. 
However , they knew* the Pope 
could not do otherwiſe : For though 
it was in his power to eaſe himſelf, 
by appointing Minifters,to whom he 
might give what authority he plea- 
ſed, without placing a perſon not qua- 
lified for it in ſo eminent a degree, 
| which 
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which muſt oblige him to provide all 
neceſſaries for a Nephew, A/tall; 
being wholly unfurniſhed ; yet here 
lay the difficulty, that whereas the 
main deſign of the Pope in this, was 
to remit the Audiences and Nego- 
ciations of Ambaſladours to him,and 
the diſcuſſion of all Intrigues ; and 
the Ambaſladours never uſed to 
treat with any under the Title of 
Nephew, it was found requiſite to 
advance Aftallz: to a Cardinalſhip. 
But before they would accept of 
Audience from him, the Ambaſla- 
dours would have it publiſhed 
thorough Rome : which was done,and 
the Pope declared him his Nephew, 


giving him the adoptive Name of -- 


Cardinal Panflio, and the Title of 
Cardinal-Patron. By which Decla- 
ration all difficulties being removed, 
. the Ambaſſadours diſpoſed them- 
ſelves to treat with thts new Nephew, 
though not without diſtaſte. 

Many applyed themſelves to a 

| G ſtrict 
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ſtrict Examination of this Aﬀeair: and 
what made them the more curious, 
was a ſtrong Fancy, that it wholly 
proceeded from Cardinal Pauzzrolo. 
They conſidered therefore what 
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motives carried him on, to brin 
ſuch a Perſon upon the Stage, who 
mult of neceſſity eclipte him and all 
his Deliberations, by the conſpicuous 
degree he held above him. At laſt 
they diſcovered it to be a piece of 
great Cunning, . and like the: Pro- 
duct of Panziro/o, His main deſign 
was to weaken the inſolent Authority 
of Donna Olimpaa ; which he thought 
impoſſible to work any other way, 
than by introducing a Nephew to 
the Pope's liking : and thus finding 
the Pope inclined to take that courle, 
he made it his Buſineſs to effect it. 
He knew moreover, that not only 


the Power of Donna Olimpia would 


be di-minithed by this, but his own 


augmented, as well aſſuring himfſelt, 


the Young Man, unexperienced. in 
the 


MN IJ A oe oo jabs mi 


t] 


Donna Olimpia. 33 


the Politicks, that he might not ap-_ 
pear wholly ignorant before the 
Pope, would undertake nothing 
without his advice: and thus ſhould 
he have the abſolute diſpoſe of 
Court Afairs, at leaſt for ſome time. 
They will hkewiſe have it that Pax- 
zirolo had another Deſign deeper 
than all this; that 1s,.by this means, 
when the Pope died, as he was one 
that flew at all, he imagined to com- 
paſs his Ends more readily : For he 
looked upon it as a very fair occa- 
ſion, ' by having raiſed this young 
Man to ſo High a Preterment ; who 
would no doubt be ſo mindful of 


the good Turn, rhat in Gratitude to 


him, he would ſeek all means of Re- 
turn, by aſſiſting him in the Eleftion 
to Saint Peter's Chair, being pretty 
confident already of the Barbarines 
and the Spaniards. 

But he gained not more ( leſs per- 
chance )) upon the Young Man's At- 
fections, than he did upon the _— 
G 2 0 
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of the Pope's Kindred and Relations: 
For hardly was it known (being fo ſe- 
cretly carried, that Donna Olimpia 
never miſtruſted the leaſt till it was 
done )but jealouſfies multiplied imme- 
diately,and bitterneſs againboth Pro- 
moter and Promoted, that ſo eminent 
a Favour ſhould be conferred upon a 
ſtrange Family. TheafteQtions of the 
Pope were no fooner won towards 
this adoptive Nephew, but they took 
deep root preſently ; ſo that he did 
all tor the making him conſiderably 

reat to his Place, which tended very 
much to. the leſſening the Houſe of 


| 


Panfilio.. Hence proceeded fierce exa- 


ſperations againſt Panzzrolo, as the 
chief Engine of this miſchief. Princi- 
pally Donna Olimpia,who uſed to have 
account of all the State Myſteries at 
Court,and now ſeeing her ſelt clear] 
wiped of that Intereſt, was ſeverely 


netled, thundring out nothing but 
Fury and Diſdain againſt Panz7rolo, 
taxing him for a Villain and a-Tray- 

| tor, 
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tor, not fearbearing her InveCtives 
(through the confidence ſhe had with 
him) 1n the Pope's own preſence. 

Innocent however employed this 
Nephew, committing to his charge 
the Afﬀairs of his own Houſe, and 
the Adminiſtration of the Additional 
Fortune to the Primogeniture of 
the Houſe of Paxfi/io, as knowing 
him fit for ſuch a buſineſs. And this 
helped to make the Blood of Prince 
Camillo boil higher, who was the 
true Nephew of the Pope : being up- 
braided thereby, as one that under- 
ſtood not how to manage his own Aft- 
fairs, ſometimes with ſuſpicion of his" 
Honeſty. | 

This Cardinal-Patron gave Audi- 
ence to the Ambaſſadors and Miniſt- 
ers of Princes, with great Patience 
and Civility, as likewiſe to Courtiers 
and other particular Men, who not 


having eafie acceſs to the Popethem- 


ſelves, had their recourſe to him to 
mediate for them. Nevertheleſs, this 
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was but a ſeeming Satisfaction in the 
general : For to particular Buſineſs 


of Importance he never gave other ' 


anſwer, than that he would relate it 
to his Holineſs ; nor upon the Rela- 


tion made any other Report,than that 


the Buſineſs would be taken into 
conſideration; which in the language 
of the Court of Rome, 1s as much as 
to ſay, there would little or nothing 
be done init. 

The Pope communicated all State 
Afairs to this Cardinal, not in order 
to lay the weight of them upon him, 
but to train hum up to Buſineſs. For 


, he would not confide too much in ſo 


raw a States-man, leſt he ſhould tail 
him. So that hethad no more of Car- 
dinal-Patron than the Title, and Ho- 
nour ( which was yet of no ſmall 
conſequence ) to ſubſcribe the Let- 
ters of ,the Nunti1, Legats, Gover- 
nours of Provinces, and other of the 
moſt conſiderable Oſhcers under the 


Eccleſiaſtical State. For ſmall mat- 
ws 


& 
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ters and diſpatches of Letters, they 
weredrawn up by a young Man,who 
was bred Secretary.under Panzirolo, 
and by him brought into this Office, 
as well deſerving it for his aptneſs in 
Buſineſs. 

To comfort a little the checked 
Ambition of Donna Olimpia, and to 
aſlwage her wrath, the Pope would 
have the Cardinal viſit the faid Lady 
ſometimes, and impart to her ſuch 
Aﬀairs' as he thought beft. But he 
tor the moſt part told her all, as be- 
ing of little value to him; ſince net- 
ther he nor ſhe were to determine 
them. - The Pope's Relations durſt 
not ſeem diſlatisfied with the Card1- 
nal-Patron's Advance ; left - they 
ſhould be thought to queſtion his 
Judgement, who had made fo tree a 
Choice: befides that the Cardinal 
always ſhewed himſelf unwilling to 
oppoſe himſelf to, or promote any 
thing that might give diſlike to the 
Relations of his chief BenetaCtour: for 
; G 4 all 
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all that, the jealouſfie of the one, and 
inveteracy of the other, but inward- 
ly like hot embers. 

The Advice of this new Nephew 
was hardly diſperſed over Chriſten- 
dom, .before there appeared upon 
the Stage a Scene, which many did 
expect would follow the Declaration 
of a Cardinal-Patron. 

The Pope was reſolved to diſmiſs 
Donna Olimpia the Court, but with 
good words, as unwilling to difob- 
lige her Ladyſhip, who was the 
Idolof his Heart, Nay, they ſay, he 


Cid it with tears in his Eyes, and the 


greateſt regret imaginable, but 


he did it. He gave order therefore 


that Donna Olimpia ſhould not only 


withdraw her ſelf from all his Af- 


fairs, Publick or Private, Tempo- 
ral or Spiritual : but far the future 
ſhould not preſume to come into his 


preſence, or under the Roof of his - 


Palace, Which Injun&ion was ſome- 


| thing mitigated the next day, per- 


miſſion 


, 
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miſſion being given (ſuch is the force 
_ of Love) to come /ncognita and con- 
fer with him, which was denied to 
thoſe of his own Blood. This acci- 
dent, as it was thought unpractica- 
ble, upon conſideration of old ſcores, 
ſo after it came to paſs, forced Ap- 
plauſe, even from thoſe that hated 
all who were concerned in it. 

The Reaſon that moved the Pope 
to take up ſuch a Reſolution was & 
verſly alledged. Some would have 
it that the little Rallies that run dai- 
Iy about the Court, in every corner, 
{till playing upon the ſtrange courſe 
of Government, was taken: which 
Rumours were either concealed -: 
from, or at leaſt diſlembled by the : 
Pope hitherto; not being reſolved 
what courſe was beſt to take to ſtop 
the Mouths, not only of the Court, 
but of all Chriſtendom ; and par- 
ticularly of the Proteſtants in the 
Northern parts, who made 1t the 
greateſt part of their Divertiſement 

to 


90 The Lije of 

to jeſt upon Donna Olimpia and the 
Pope: So that they did not only take 
the liberty of treating both the one 
and the other with ſharp and biting 
Diſcourſe, but a diſdaintful Meen 
evidenced how firmly they believed 
what they ſaid. 

One day amongſt the reſt was 
preſented to the Pope a Gold Me- 
dal, of about ten Piſtols value, by 
the Cardinal-Patron: who told him 
he had received in a Letter ſome 
Satyrs without a Name, and ſo 
ſhewed them to him. Upon the one 
ſide of this Medal was Donna Olim- 
pia, with. the Pope's Mitre upon her 
Head, and Saint Perer's Keys 1n her 
Hand; on the reverſe, the Pope, 
with his Head drefled up like a Lady, 
and a Spindle and Rock in his Hand : 
a thing that provoked much to the 
ruine.ot Donna Olimpia. It 1s very 
certain, the Cardinal ought not to 
have diſcovered it, for tear of. dif- 
compoſing his Holineſs: but he 

| would 


—_ 
——_—_———— et tc - 


_ remanent OOO re 


Donna Olimpia. 91 
| Would ſhew it to help to the De- 
|  ftructionof Donna Ol/impia,who ſtood 
in competition with him. Thus un- 
der colour of doing his Duty, play'd 
he his own Game. 
( It was faid the Pope reſolved to 
| baniſh his Siſter-in-law from the 
Court, upon Advice of a certain 
Comedy that was repreſented in Loy- 
| dAonbefore Cromwell, called The Mar- 
 riage of the Pope: 1n which amongſt 
other .things was brought in, tor 
ſport to the Exg/iſh, and reproach to 
the Papiſts, that the Pope deſiring 
to marry Donna Olimpia, and ſhe re- 
fuſing him, ſaying, She would not 
have ſuch, a beaſtly ugly Fellow for 
g her Husband; to win her, offered 
her a Key, which ſhe refuſed as too 
mean a Preſent ; upon which, being 
reſolved to have her, he offered her 
both Keys. But you muſt know firit, 
that when he preſented her with | 
one, Donna Olimpia asked him whe- | 
ther it was the Key of Hell or _ k 
; 1 + | | 
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diſe; to which the Pope anſwering, 
It was that of Paradiſe: She replyed, 
Then give me the other too ; for 
you ſhall not think to have it in your 
Hands when you are weary of me, to 
command the Devil to rake meaway. 
Thus when he had preſented her 
with both Keys, the Wedding was 
kept, and concluded with a Ball of 
Monks and Nuns, who took great ſa- 
tisfaction to think that it might come 
to their turn one day to be-married 
likewiſe. h 

It was thought by many, that 
what helped tov widen this Breach, 
was a cloſe Diſcourſe the Emperour 
had with the Nuntio Melzz, that was 
at Vienna, who was condoling with 


this Prelate the fatal ſtroke he had 


received from Rome, by the conclu- 


ſion of Peace with the Swedes, with- | 


out regard had to the Catholick 
Religion ; in defence of which, they 
ought always to have ſtood upon 
their Guard, In ſo much, that the 

| Em» 
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Emperour could not retrain a*ſharp 
reſentment of it to the Nuntio, tel- 
ling him, The Pope hath a brave time 


of it,S1gnior Nuntio, for Donna Olim- 


ia t0 claw his Pate to make him ſleep : 
And fo faid no more. Melzi after 
this being come back to Rome, and: 
urged by the Pope to relate clearly 
what the Emperour had ſaid upon 
the receipt of his Letter about the 
accompt of the Peace with Swede, 
failed not to repeat it word for 
word, This a little wakened the 
Pope, and made him reflect, that if 
he had ſuch checks from Catholick 
Princes, ſuch as is the Auſtrian Fa- 
muly in Germany, ſurely he muſt ex- 
ect much more ſevere from thoſe 
that deteſted his Uſurpation. 
All theſe things were enough not 


'only to ſhake, but utterly to have 


ruined Donna Olimpia, And no 
doubt they made deep impreſſion 
in thz Pope, however that ſome will 


not have it fo, but that it was all a 
_ Fable 
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. on to ſee his own Subjects take the 
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Fable of the Cardinals preſenting 
him with the Medal. Burt be it ſo, 
it is molt aſſuredly true, that not one, 
but many, both of Gold and Silver, 
were diſperſed about Kome: and 
probably, he that tound a way to 
coyn them, was 1ngenious enough 
to find a way alſo to convey them to 
the. Pope. Others will have it, that 
it was as little true, that ſuch a Play 
was acted before Cromwell, as we 
ſpoke of above. We wall grant 
therefore, that it was a meer Inven- 
tion of the People of Rome, and b 
conſequence much worſe : For it 
mult needs be a greater mortificatt- 


part of Hereticks againſt hum. Nei- 
ther could he remain ignorant of 
ought, ſince thoſe that breathed out 
tv but Deſtruction to Donna 
Olimpia, would leave no ſtone un- 


turned to make known to the Pope 


any thing of this nature. 
The general opinion 1s, That Pax- 
Urols 
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27rolo was the Contriver and Inſtru- 
ment of this Fall. For as he ſtood 
always at the Pope's Elbow, to wait 
an occaſion of overthrowing that 
great Confidence and Power Donna 
Olimpia had: this was offered him, 
at that very time he was taxed by 
the ſame Lady for a Traytor, one 
that had undermined ' the whole 
Houſe of Panf/io, by preterring to 
the Pope's Favour one that was a 
{tranger to them. Panzirolo there- 
tore lets fall theſe Expreſſions ; That 
he was much concerned for the miſ- 
tortune of the great Princes, that 
they ſhould be the laſt in reſenting 
.the wrong was done them, and the 
Attronts put upon that Majeſty they 
held,. putting all up with that patt- 
- ence as ſeemed monſtrous to the 
World. Thus with a dryneſs which 
was natural to him, aggravating the 
circumſtances, he puriued the Series 
of his Diſcourſe, and preſled it ſo 
home to the Pope, that ( being in 

=p that 
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that diſtra&tion, and reflefting upon 
the outcriesand noiſe thewhole world 
made, together with the inſufterable 
1mportunity of this Lady, for her too 
great preſumption beyond the bounds 


of common Modeſty ) he forbad her - 


his Preſence and the Court. 

There are thoſe that are veril 
perſwaded, what contributed muc 
to the Diſgrace of Donna Olimpia, 
was the Diſcourſe of a Royal Ambaſ- 
ſadour, who endeavoured flily to 
ſubvert this Lady, riot out of any 
private grudge, but that he was dif- 
na as a Roman Catholick, to 

ear ſo many Diſcourſes, to the great 


ſcandal of the Chuch. Talking . 


therefore one day with the Pope, 
and being denied his Requeſt, he 
made bold to tell him, Perchance 
what your Holineſs will not do for my 
King, you will do it for your Donna 
Olimpia, to whom 7 now go to make my 
addreſs. This he —_ betwixt Jeſt 


and Earneſt, but ſo, that it cut the 
. Pope 


ff 
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pe to the very heart. However, 
he ſeemed not to take notice of any 
thing, but replied in general terms; 
That not the whole World, muck 
leſs Doxna Olimpia , ſhould remove 
him from a raft Reſolution, The 
Embaſſadour gone : he ſtrook his 
hand upon the Table, and was heard 
toſay, The Devil take al Women, and 
thoſe that prefer them thus. Anevi- 
dent token of the Popes diſpleaſure, 
that his Authority ſhould be made 
ſo ridiculous through means of this 
Lady. Andit is moſt certain, the 
_— Authority was never fo little 
reſpeCted, as. it was in the time of 
{anocent. The Catholick Princes 
would often make ſport at this new 
mode of Female Government , be- 
cauſe they ſaw the Proteſtant Princes 
laugh at it. 'Nay, theſe would at 
fimes bewail the miſerable. condi- 
tion of the Romiſh Church, becauſe 
they ſaw the Catholicks themſelves 
do ſo. Who -indeed could forbear 
| _— rears, 
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_ tears; to ſee tat there was no' more. | 


SH of” Eibaſſadouts tothe | 
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Buſinels had not been obraincd with- 
ures rear expehee, * THY 


Cardinal" Afatli, ifen the death 
of Tnocent, 'Hhath ſaid in ſorts com- | 


parjies : .thit' nbthing was' fiid"of 
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ing ever to take little; notice, and to 


this Story thus: © © 


The Pope's Nuntio's Secretary 
that was'at Paris, by order of \his 
Maſter returned to Rome, to confer 
with his Holineſs about ſome Affair, 
thatcould not well be' committed to 
a Letter.” - So' foon' as. he had deli- 
vered his Errahid , .and*would* have 


taken his leave for the firſt time : the 


Pope begin'to: enquire-of.him' con- 


way he Tafhe from' Paris to Rome ; 
K H 2 upon 
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ypon whuch the Secretary anſwered, | 
that he paſſed /ncognizo through Ge- 
eva ; and what ſays that rebellious | 
City of Us ? reply's the Pope. The | 
Secretary told him, You can —_ 
no goodneſs, moſt holy Father, from ' 


your Enemies. Well, but ( ſays 
the Pope ) what fay they 2 Then 
the Secretary thinking himſelf ob- 
liged to tell the truth , and not to 
' tye in the Pop's preſence, or whe- 
ther he had ſome other Reaſon for 
it, thus told him : Moſt holy Father, 


1 ſtayed but one day in thu City, where 


I obſerved a greater Civility in the 
People, than I imagined to have found. 
But the more ſatufation I received 


from without, the greater was my in- ' 
ward mortification : for having the © 


curiofity to obſerve the religious Rites 
of theſe People, ſo much contrary to 
thoſe of Rome : 7 got my Hoſt to carry 
me to their Church, juſt at Sermon 
time. My Hoſt told me afterwards 
the ſecond Preacher was a Lucchele, 
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of the noble Family of the Diodati, aud 
was indeed a great Oratour. This per- 


. ſon, whether he knew any thing of my 


coming, or that he did it in order to 


' the diſcourſe he had formerly propoſed 
; to himſelf , took for his Text the 
words of Saint Paul written to Timo- 


thy, Suffer not a Woman to Teach, 
neither to rule over the Man. por 
which he enlarged, to the great re-_ 
proach of our Church of Rome, that 
ſuffered it ſelf to be governed by a 
Woman, This was one of the moſt 
fatal ſtrokes. I cannot tell whether 


the thing was really fo, or that the 


Secretary invented it ; let it ſuffice 
that Cardinal A/al confeſſeth, this 


; Information took fo oy with 
; the Pope, that he verily bell 
| took up his Reſolution at this inſtant 


eves he. 


to baniſh Donna Qlimpia from the 
Court. | 
Nevertheleſs, he that will conſi- 
der a little cloſer the Reaſon of this 
diſgrace, will find that the Pope 
; H 3 did 
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did.not. this out of iithe 4 or hatred. 
to. this Lady , but- rather out. of ex- 
treme kindneſs, that is, to.take off 
the revilings. of. fo many as ſet them- 
ſelves, againſt her, and to. appeaſe 
the murmuring ; and too ,. beſides , 
out of ſome politick conſideration , 

that he might be taken for a zealous 
Pope. But it was impoſſible. all. the 
world ſhould be able to perſwade. 
that a Veſſel of fowre Vinegar was 
tecome Moſcadel ; and truly. it is 


hard to take a falſe Work out of a 
picce of. Cloth,. without ſpoiling the. 


whole. 


. That the Pope was..not diſtaſted, 


is no difficult matter to believe: For | 
the. Ev ening before, he came to this; | 


Reſult, he tent 0) call Donna Olimpia, 

with whom, he. held conference four 
or five. hours in private : and it is 
verily thought the Pope adviſed her 
to take the diſgrace of baniſhment 
for. a little while from the Court pa- 


Licnely.,. till ſuch time as the mali- 
cious 
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ciousmouths ſhould be ſtopped,;; and 
then, he; pramiſed to, call her; þack 
again, as in effect hedid., Thus the 
Pope; did,.as Mothers that; threaten 
their, Children , ..all the. while, they 
hold them .in their arms. - He com- 
mands .Donna ;Olimpia, with a iloud 
Voice, that uponany pretence what- 
ever, ſhe appear not before him ; , but 
afterwards, tells her in her. Ear, ſhe 
may come privately ;- {o, he diſcards 
her and calls her at the ſame time,and 
forbids her to beſeen in publick, that 
he may have her the more. to .him- 


del 15) al nh rout - 1 93260 
.. But the. good Man's Plot. would 
not take: , For in ſtead of ſtopping 
the mouths of the malicious, ix made 
them -ten.times worſe.:. and the- re- 


- 


tirement of | Donna Olimpia to her 


Palace, and withdrawing trom pub- 
lick: view, made them report about 


Rome , that the Pope was become 
Jealous in his old age : and this Ru- 


mour took the more eaſily, .becauſe 
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for' the more private conveyance of | 
the matter, ſhe went to him for the | 
moſt part by _ 
- Now behold all the Pope's Indig- | 
nation againſt Donna Olimpza, and all 
the diſgrace ſhe underwent , duri 
her Brother-in-law's Reign : which | 
was to ſee him by Night and not by 
Day, procure Favours in private, and 
not in publick, and to go tothe YVari- 
cay for her own Intereſt, and not for | 
that of others. | 

And the truth is, this Lady refle&- 
ing upon what was paſt, and what 
would be moſt for her Credit, did '* 
for ſorme dayes forbear to appear 
publickly : but all this while bated _ 
not an Ace of her ſatisfaftion. For 
though in appearance ſhe ſeemed a 
little to be eelipſed : yet made ſhe 
-all good in ſecret, having Audience 
of his Holineſs 7ncognita, asI told you 
before. | 

In this very nick of time that the 
Pope appeared to cool in his atte- 

: | ations 
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&ions towards Donna Olimpia, he be- 
gan to grow kind towards his Family 
and Blood, Who, after three years 
Baniſhment, at the Inſtigation and 
Directions of the Siſter-in-law, were 
both Prince Cami/oand his Lady (to 
take off the blemiſh of Unnatural ) 
called into Favour again, upon condi- 
tion they would expect no great mat- 
ter of kindneſs from their Uncle, who 
was diſpoſed to oblige no body but 
Donna Olimpia. 

There was no body in Rome that 
did not come to welcome them 
home ; and that not ſo much for the 
Prince, as the Princeſs her ſake, who 
deſerved to be pitied for many Rea- 
ſons, having received the higheſt 


Tnjuries, and with fo groſs Affronts 


to her perſon, not only from the 
Pope and her hair-brain'd Mother- 
in-law, but even from her own Huſ- 
band ; that after Hony-moon was 


over, he ſeemed to cool in his affe- 


tions, though to ſo fair and noble 
| al 
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an Obje&t. However, being returns 
ed into Favour and good. Reception 
with the Pope, though they lived 
not very happily together , yet the 
Princeſs carried, it ſo prudently , as 
to wink at: all. faults. . But hardly 
was. Tynocegt dead , when all broke 
out to the prejudice of 2 3 both, as 
giving occaſion to the World to put 
ay r{ Interpretations uppn hs Rupy 
FUre.: |. nile cr Low / 
'* The little underſtanding between 
this unhappy couple fortified theOpt- 
nion of Donna Olimpia, Who, when 
told of the Match, declared not only 
to the Pope, but to every, body, that 
her Son had no incliuarionjs 


ng inclioation;at all tg 
marry, but that the Princeſs by httle 
tricks, and deluſions had. inveigled 
him to quit his Cardinals Cap,. and 
marry her, in hopes of ris. the 


 Breeches. And this, upon the diſco- 


very of their. differences, got. credit 
every where. _ 

_ Mean wiule Cardinal 4/fta, I 
2 EE = ſhould 
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ſhould ſay Cardinal Pa»f/7o. enjoyed 
ſo abſolutely all the Prerogatives , 
the other Nephews ſhould have had 
by right of Blood ; that the Pope 
ſeemed to be kinder to him every 
day. than, other. Notwithſtanding 
there was .no exceſs in Favours, as 
not being 1n his nature. _ Indeed the 
Cardinal. by . Panzzrolo's Inſtructions 
never asked any thing,. that he was 
not 'moſt ſure before-hand would 


$ --- < 


Pope himſelf would complain of him, 
that he was ſo modeſt in requeſting 
of Favours, that he asked not thoſe 
which of abſolute neceſſity were to 

beallowed him. :.. -..--.-: © 
. The true Relations of the Pope 
all this while could take no fatista- 
Ction to ſee one of a ſtrange Houſe 
ſo highly 1n the Pope's favour : and 
they who ſhould be ſo near, kept at 
ſuch a diſtance. The very ſight of 
this Cardinal did aftl:&t them to ot 
Ce 
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degree; as by their good wills, they 


would never come 1n his company, 
at leaſt would never ſeek it. For in 
deſpite of them they were forced to 
ſee him, and I may ſay, be behold- 
ing to him upon ſeveral occaſions, 
Yet they bore not fo great a malice 
to this adopted Nephew, as to Par- 
27r0lo + whoſe deſtruction they plot- 
ted Night and Day : imagining per- 
chance by his Fall they ſhould lay the 
way open to the overthrow of his 
Creature. 

They met perpetually at Donna 
Olimpia's Houſe in Conſultation , 
how to bring down Panzirolo, They 
ſpent whole Nights many times 1n 
queſt of this point , each Relation 
—_— his beſt Rhetorick, and 
endeavouring to deviſe Cabals, and 
lay all deſigns for the ruine of this 
Perſon : but every thing fell out ta 
their diſſatisfaction, as not being 
able to find out a means to execute 
their Propoſitions, They were vexed 
ra 
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to the heart, to ſee all their Deſigns 
vaniſh into a wiſh ; inſomuch that 
ſome took their Red upon it for very 
madneſs. To leſſen him inthe Pope's 
opinion, was not difficult, but im- 
poſſible : for his credit with him had 
taken: too deep root. In fine, they 
were never able to hurt ſuch a man, 
that always walked with his eyes. 
open, and upon even ground. Pax- 
2:7rolo had wit enough to keep well 
with the Pope, though ,his frequent 
Indiſpoſitions made Fm ſcarce able 
to keep upon his Feet. The conti- 
nual Conferences he was uſed to hold 
with the Pope till Mid-night, had fo 
much broke him,that one would have 
thought him unfit for any underta- - 
King : and yet held up fo well againſt 
the Injuries of Time, and Wiles of his 
Adverſaries, that he made them de- 
ſpair ſo much as of thinking to at- 
tempt the leaſt. 
But what the malice of the Pope's 
Kindred could not effect , _ 
art 
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dart performed + Panzirolo dies by 
the courfe ofnature, while others are 
endeayouring to mike him-diein the 
Pope's Favour. 'This pleaſed Donna 
Olimpia ſo highly, that the very fame 


day the marched about Rome 1n*tri- 
umph. To thefirſt that brought” her 


the'News, ſhe anſwered, Hex dead, 


and T live. The Pope 1 took his Death 
very much to heart, and-hadthe Em- 
baſſadours come to condolehim, not 
being able to overcome his grief for 
many days. '* But above all, the Car- 
dinal-Patron lamented his loſs; his 
eycs guſhing out, with tears, as omi- 
nous to that miſchicf afterwards befe! 

The day after the Death of. this 
Cardinal: the Pope s Relations had 
another Conſultation among them- 
ſelves in Donna Olimpia's Houſe, 'in 
which they thought good'in nv way 
to attempt the letſening of the” Car- 
dinal-Patron- his: Authority ; or ra- 


| ther his Perſon”; * bat "firft to work 


the 
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the' Pope out of all good'conceit of 
the'memory of Panzirolo : For they 
could not expe , while the Pope” 
retained 'atiy good opinioh of him , 
that he ſhould ever be perſwaded to 
entertain-an ill thought os his Crea- 
ture MT Of 3091 PH = I: of 
They all therefore ſet themſelves 
to this Work: Particularly Dounr 
Olmmpta,” as moſt concerned, | left no 
ſtone unturned. At laſt they had 
their wilt : "and though in his life: 
time they were never able to'put 
him, out of Favour,; nevertheleſs , 
after *his' Death they. prevailed” to 
make him 'be' forgot ot the Pope , 
who laid: "aſide all © favourable 
thoughts*h& had of him during his 
_ - ER 
 Anevideht token of this, are the* 
Cotipfaints which have been heard 
from the Pop's own mouth, againſt 
the'ConduCt of Panzirolo: lighting 
all buſineſſes that were left by the 
ſaid Cardinal , nay evento a bitter 

4 retuſal 
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refuſal of whatever favoured of his. | 


memory. Likewiſe in any Buſineſs 
of importance (which ſhewed 
the nature of the Beaſt) that Panzz- 


rolo had left in his Will to defire tro | 
be paſſed, he would proteſt againſt 
it. Many times treating with Em- 


baſſadours and -others, he would 


ſay he was cheated by Panzzrolo. . 
This diſcovered the unſtable nature, ' 


of the Pope, who never could k 
to one Reſolution : but did things not 
- they ought to be, but upon perſwa- 
10N. 
After the Death of Panzirolo, Dox- 
na Olimpia frequented the Court 
a little more, but zncognita : begin- 


ning by degrees to repoſſeſs her ſelf 
f her firſt ſation , and truly ſhe 


made large ſteps. The other Rela- 


. tions, that is, Prince Pa»f/io, Prince 
Ludovifo, and Prince Fuſtinian?, | 
were pretty well in Favour , be- 

ing kindly received ſo far as coſt | 
nothing. The Princeſs of Roſſano 


thought 
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thought ſtrange that her Husband 
was not treated in a more particular 


\. manner than the reſt of the Nephews; 


as being the onely Perſon among 


| them, that was of the Blood of the 


Paxflii: Though in truth he had 
no reaſon to complain much of this, 
ſince how partially ſoever -he carri- 


ed himſelf amongſt his Nephews, it 


* 1twasbutin appearance : For he took 
' order, and would haveit ſo; that in 


the uncloſing of his Fiſt, as he uſed 


' to call it, all the moſt conſiderable 
| Benefits ſhould go to Prince Camilo: 


and this he made his whole Buſineſs, 


' and employed the Cardinal-Patron 


in it too ; thus did he give the Sub- 


; Nance to one; and to the reſt the 


Shadow. One day as he was buſie 
in aſſigning I know not what advan- 
tage, he was demanded by the Car- 
dinal-Patron, Whether he would 
have it given to Prince Panfilzo, or 
Prince Ludeviſio; to which the Pope 
anſwered, Anow you not that near 1s 

I ' my 
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' my Doublet, but nearer 1s my Shirt ? | 


Another time, being asked by the | 
fame Perſon, which of theſe three | 
Nephews he had the greateſt kind- | 
neſs for: he replyed without de- | 
mur, We love Prince Ju/tinian for | 
his Wife's ſake, Prince Ludoviſio be- 


cauſe he is a good Prince, and Prince | 


Panfilio becauſe he is of our Bloud. | 

He gave Donna Olimpia to under- | | 
ſtand feveral times, but not withour | , 
a promiſe to reſtore her to all her |, 
former Power, that it was his abſo- | þ 
lute Will, that ſhe ſhould leave all, | f 
or the greateſt part of her Acquiſ- | x 
tions, to her Son. And hehad rea-| x 
ſon: for he well knew the Ladies «< 
Inclinations were more to her 
Daughters. Therefore the Pope ad- | , 
mired ſhe. ſhould think of beſtow. | þ 
ing her Eſtate out of the Houſe of | 
Panf/lio, which was compriſed in that | pþ 
one Perſon, who was his Nephew | F7 
and her Son: nay, he could hardly | 4 
believe it poſſible, ſhe ſhould com 1; 

| tribute ' 
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tribute ſooner to a half Family, than 
that which ſucceeded her in a dire&t 
Line. , | 
Donna Olimpia found no ſmall re- 
luQancy within her felt to do this. 
However, ſhe durſt not openly deny 
hum, for tear he ſhould take it 11) : 
knowing very well there was all the 
reaſon jor it 1n the World ; and that 


| ſhe was ty'd by all the Obligations 


of Gratitude to contribute that to 
the eſtabliſhing of the Houſe of Pan- 
flio, under whoſe proteQtion ſhe had 


| gathered it. Upon which conſide- 


ration, ſhe promiſed to do all the 


Pope deſired: as well aflured the 


could leave her Daughters and 
Grand-children enough beſides to 
make them defie the Devil and all - 
his Works. Thus you may fee it 
was no want of kindneſs on the 
Pope's fide, that made Prince Pan- 
#110 be baniſhed : but for the Rea- 


| ſons I told you before, and the ma- _ 


lice of the Mother,made hin guilty. 
I 2 The 


116 . TheFife of 


The Princeſs of Roſſaxo collogued 
with her Mother-in-law all ſhe could: 
but being againſt the grain of her 
generous Temper, ſhe could not 
crouch ſo much as the others. She 
ſThewed her all reſpet indeed, yet 
without owning in the leaſt to have 
her dependance upon her : whereas 
on the other ſide, the reſt, when 
they ſaw her ſo great with the Pope, 


reſign'd themſelves wholly up to her 


diſpoſal. 
The Pope thought it impoſſible 


for him to ſubſiſt without Donna | 


Olimpia': ſo that it was his daily dif- 
courſe to: the Cardinal-Patron her 


commendations, calling her 4 Lad) | 
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of great Prudence. The Cardinal, 1 


who faw himſelf deprived of Panz#- | 


rolo's help, and perceiving the pro- 


penſity of the. Pope towards this | 
Lady, durſt not contradi&t him in | 
the leaſt, but complyed with his | 


Holineſs in the praiſe of Donna Olim- 


pia, that he might not be guilty of 


his | 
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kis own 'ruine. Yet willingly he 
would not ſee her -at Court, as jea- 
lousof his own Intereſt, when he faw 
what power he had: who was be- 
come more M:ſtrels than ever, both 
of the Court, Church, State, and 
Pope. The.Cardinal had the honour 
to receive Ambaſladours : but till 
they treated with the Pope and 
Donna Olimpia. At laſt, all private 
Viſits were laid aſide, and ſhe came 
in and out at pleafure: the Good 
Maa forgetting all the Paſquils and 
Stories that had paſſed about the 
World. But truly it was no wonder 
the Pope ſhould forget Reports ; 
when he had torgot himſelf, and the 
Honour of the Church. 

By this 'tzme the Pope was grown ſo qld, 
that he was thought uncapable of un- 
dergoing his Dominion longer. The 


Phyſicians,whom he naturally hated, 


diſcovered no other Diſeaſe in him, 
than that of Fourſcore Years; and 
the Gout, which by his Excellent 
I 3 Diet 
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Diet he had carried off in his old 
Age. In the beginning of his Reign, 


he would not have a Phyfician wait | 


at his Table, according to the uſual 
Cuſtom: but was diſlwaded from it 
by Donna Olimpia, that the Papal 
Majeſty might not ſeem to ſtand in 
need of help ; though the Cuſtom in 
this caſe was more for Majeſty and 
_ Greatneſs, than for any neceflity. 
His Phyſician at laſt, after Downa 
Olimpia had adyifed him to it, pre- 


vailed with him in his latter days, | 
not to diſturb his Head with any 


Buſineſs: bur if he had a mind to 
live any longer, to put his Affairs 


into ſome other hands. So the Pope, | 
out of a deſire to prolong his days, | 
flung off all Care, both of Church and | 
State, referring the firſt to certain | 
Committees ot Cardinals, and the | 
other to Donna Olimpia with the | 


Cardinal-Patron. 


However, this Lady was not fa- | 
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give Law to State, Church and 
Court : but ſhe would diſpoſe of the 


; Spirituality, as ſhe had done for- 


merly : So that many times the Com- 
mittees met at her Houle, before they 
went to their ordinary place of Con- 
ſultation. Though to fay the truth, 
ſhe took cogniſance of nothing, but 
what might bring her in profit : re- 
mitting Caſes that meerly concerned 
Conſcience, to the Committees, as 


| the Pope had ordained, 


It muſt needs ſeem an incredibfe 


| thing to any one that hears it, when 


I ſhall' go about to deſcribe the In- 
duſtry this Lady uſed in ſcraping up 
Wealth. But the truth 1s, the ſaw 


the Pope in a declining condition, 
and her ſelf charged on all ſides with 


| Children and Grand-children, obli- 


ged to leave the better half to her 
own Son, and yet reſolved to raiſe 
the reſt to a conſiderable Fortune : 
ſo that the plentiful Revenue of the 
Church could not fatisfie her unrea- 
I 4 ſonable 
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ſonable appetite. The perfecutions 
of the Barbarini made her ſuſpeCt, 
that after the Pope's Death, ſhe | 
ſhould not be wholly exempted 
from her ſhare in the like. She well 
knew the proper Inſtrument to qua- 
life ſuch a misfortune, would be | 
ſtore of Money : and this ſhe was 
the rather induced to believe, by 
having ſeen the Barbarini perſecu- 
ted to the utmoſt by the Pope, their | 
moſt inveterate Enemy, with a Se- | 
queſtration upon all their Goods: 
and yet continue 1n Honour and Re- | 
utation, out of the meer force of | 
a Bank they had provided againſt | 
luch an Accident. Therefore ſhe | 
made the more haſte to fill her | 
Cofters, upon preſumption that it | 
would fall more heavy upon her : 
becauſe ſhe had nothing elſe to truſt' 
to, having no body* to pity her. 
The Priſons were fuHtl of Innocents, | 
and the Streets of Guilty : the one 
preventing their Confinement by a 
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price, and the other conſtrained to 
buy themſelves out of Priſon. 

There was a Gentleman of Rvme, 
who in confidence of his own Inte- 
ority, ſwore that Donna Olimpia 
thould never -touch any of his Mo- 
ney. Now, that he might never be 
obliged to make a Petition, he took 
his Son from a Clerks Office he was 
in : Yet could he not keep his Oath; 
for Donna Olimpia hearing of it, 
gave order to a certain Officer to 
make it his Buſineſs to draw him in- 
to the Net. And he failed not to 
efte&> it: For he ordered a S47rro, 
who engaged himſelf, I know not 
how one day in a Conteſt with this 
Gentleman : upon which the poor 
Gentleman finding himſelf under- 
valued ſo by a Sbirro, gave him a 
box onthe Ear or two, and was car- 
ried to Priſon for it, and arraigned 
tor contempt of Juſtice, in ſtriking 


a publick Miniſter, and ſo condemn- 


ed to die, Therefore, to fave his 
T4 Life, 
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| Life, he was not only obliged to pre- 
ſent Donna Olimpia with a Purſe, 
but likewiſe to pay a conſiderable 
ſum into the Exchequer. 

This was the Lady that perſwa- 
ded the Pope in no wiſe to meddle 
with the Treaty of Peace between 
the Chriſtian Princes ; that is, be- 
tween the Crowns of France and 
Spain, upon whoſe agreement depen- 
ded all the reſt. | 

Popes are uſed immediately after 
their Inſtallment, to diſpatch Nun- 
tio's extraordinary to Princes, to 
ſollicite with all Earneſtneſs an uni- 
verſal Peace, ſpairing no- pains or 
coſt to efte&t.it, Innocent, contrary 
to all the reſt, was pleaſed ro ſee 
them in pieces; laying aſide not 
only the conſideration ot an Univer- 
fa] Father, but all good Policy. 

It will not be from our purpoſe 
here to propoſe a pretty Caſe, ſome- 
thing relating to this. Two Porters 
were at Fiſty-cutis one day about 

| ſome 
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ſome Difference that happened be- 
tween them, and it chanced to be 
under the Pope's Windows, where 
he was ſtanding at the fame inſtant. 
Some there were that would have 
parted them; but the Pope forbad 
it, giving. order they ſhould let 
them fight it out. They, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of ſuch ſort of 
People, after having fought about 
halt an hour, gave over of them- 
ſelves, and made Peace without any 
Interceſſion. Then the Pope turned 
to Panzirolo (who was living at that 
time, and ſtood by him) telling him, 
So will the French and Spaniard do - 
when they are weary of beating one 
another, they will agree of themſelves 
without Help or Importunity of others. 
And indeed he propheſied truly : for 
afterwards we jaw them do ſo. 

Hence we may gather how little a 
Friend the Pope was to Peace. But 
many excuſe him, by laying the 
tault ypon Donna Olimpra : who 

Ccoun= 
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counſelled the Pope to let them alone 
to themſelves, and fave the charges 
of ſo many extraordinary Nuntio's ; 
making ſure to her ſelt all that ſhould 
be ſaved upon that occaſion ; and ſhe 
had her Will. 

The Pope's Nephews perceiving 
the Avatice of this Lady, would nor, 
in hopes of large ſhares at her Death, 
ſtop her Career, but rather further- 
ed her in all ſhe ordered and diſpo- 
| fed. It was a wonderful thing to 
ſee a Woman of threeſcore Years of 
Age toyl ſo night and day, treating 
with this and tother, running up 
and down, without ever giving the 
leaſt appearance of being tyred, an- 
ſwering all that came to her in pro- 
per terms. Though whoever came 
empty handed, was neither welcome, 
nor well looked upon. 

How ſhall we fay Donna Olimpia 
governed her ſelf in regard to the 
Princes of Chriſtendom? It 1s cer- 
tain this, they had all reaſon to com- 
mend 
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mend and bewail themſelves at the 
fame time. For what partiality ſo- 
ever the Pope had for one mote 
than another, Donna Olimpza, either 
out of fear of making 'Enemies at 
home, or being at too great expence, 
brought the good Man not only*to 
be Neuter, but to have ſuch an in- 
differency for even the moſt weigh- 
ty Afﬀairs of Princes, that whereas 


other Popes eſteemed it greatneſs 


to have the moſt important Affairs 


of Chriſtendom in their hands ; > 
mocent, on the contrary, never 


thought he ſpent a day worſe, than 


when he 'was to give Audience to 
Ambaſſadours. But why ſhould ſhe 


make the Pope fo lazy ? Why rather 
did the not counſel him to attempt 

reat matters for the advance of 
his Authority, Credit, and Renoun 


far and near? A Prince that will ac- 


quire a great Name, muſt treat with 
all Princes, and thruſt himſelf into 


all Buſineſſes abroad. This was the 


courſe 
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courſe thoſe Popes obſerved that 
ſought the Name of 7»iverſal Father. 
But Jznocent was the only he, that 
took the courſe rather to be conſt 
dered as a private Gentleman , than 
fo great a Prince. And in truth, 
, Doxmna Olimpia made him [ct flip the 
faireſt Opportunities of 1mmortali- 
zing his Name, as it may be ever any 
Pope will have again. Had Vrbas 
been alive at the time of the Reyo- 
lations at Naples in the Year 1647. 
things had gone at another rate (and 
all for the better too ) for the advan- 


tage of the Church. A Pope that 


will intereſt himſelf in all pnblick 
and particular Concerns of Princes, 
carnes a great Reputation, and 
ftroke in the World, it is true: but 
it is a5 true, that it cannot be done 
without great expence, as well m 
receiving as fending of Errands. 
Wherefore it is no marvel if rn0- 
cear, contrary to all others, bttle 


reparded ſuch Honour : when be had | 
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Donna Olimpia with him, who valued 
a hundred Crowns in her Purſe, more 
than the expeCtation of Eternal Glo- 
ry: But Popes muſt not often have 
uch Counſellors, if we would have 
Chriſtianity flouriſh. 

The Emperour could procure no 
other help, than a few Indulgencies. 
So that, abandoned on every fide, 
he was forced upon all difadvanta ge 
to make up a Peace with the Swede, 
to the great lofs of the Roman Re- 
lgion. The Spazxiards had flat De» 
nyals upon all Demands, to the 
grief and complaint of Conte d"Og- 
natte and i/ Duca delP Infantado, who 
were Ambafladours at Rome in the 


Time of Hmocent, and who receiv-= 


ed groſs Affronts from that Court. 
The French required nothing, keep- 
ing off like out-law'd Pertons for 
fome time, and not without grounds: 
For if the Spaniard that had made 
him Pope, could obtain nothing, the 
French certainly had ſmall reaſon to 
| expect 


128 TheLife of 


expect favour, who had oppoſed his 


Ele&ion: So that they did well to 


ſtand off. The Duke of Savoy, du- 
ring the time of /»nocen?, pretended 
to torget thoſe. diſtaſtes which had 
formerly provoked the Duke and 
Dutcheſs to withdraw their Ambal- 
ſadour from Rome-: but they were 
much out, if they thought to get 
any thing by it ; unleſs _m would tay 
the Duke got enough for the time he 
had to enjoy it. However, DonnaOlim- 
pa had a great deſire to ſee a Cardi- 
nal's Cap promiſed to one of Prince 
Tomaſo's Sons,that the might as much 
as poſlible diſapppint a Houſe fo 1ll 
affected to hers, of Heirs. This the 
Pope yielded roo: but becauſe nei- 


ther Duke nor Dutcheſs had 2 hand | 


in it, it fell to nothing. The Duke | 


thought ( and will ever, and not 
without _ that the Greatneſs 
of his Houſe did an Honour to the 
Colledge . of Cardinals: and there- 
fore pretended without more adoe, 


that | 
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that his Blood gave him title enough 
to ſuch a Creation. And the rather, 
ſince Cardinal Maxritio had out of a 
Capricio againſt the Church , re- 
nounced his Cap, the Church ought 
to reſtore it to-the Nephew as due. 
But theſe conſiderations took no 
place in Rome , where Cardynals are 
made according to their 1Mnation 
to the Intereſt of the preſent Pope. 
They fay her Royal Highneſs ſtop- 
ped a Prelates mouth , that propo- 
ted this Buſineſs to her, with this 
anſwer, A Hat of a Ladies preſenting, 
will be too heavy for the Head : 1nti- 
mating thereby, that ſhe would not 
be beholding to Donna Olimpra ; tax- 
ing the Pope at the ſame time of Ette- 
MUNACY. 

The great Duke was not ſo fcru- 
pulous, after he had*been ſo otten 
difobliged. For when he found 
them italled in the making up the 
Agreement with the Duke of, Par- 
ma, he ſtruck in with the opportu- 

nity 
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nity that offered it ſelf, procuring 
another red Hat to his Family, that 
his party might be the ſtronger a- 

ainſt the next Election. He never 


enquired whether Donna Olimpza or | 


the Pope gave it. And herein he did 
wiſely : as indeed the great Dukes 
know hgw to deal with the Prieſts, 
being Meir near Neighbours; and 
make no great matter of their Aft- 
fronts. 

" Dojna Olimpia carried her ſelf ina 
middle way towards the YVenetzans. 
For as. the knew that Common- 
wealth was rather of the receiving, 
than the giving hand with the 
Church : ſo ſhe well underſtood no- 
thing kept them off better, than ob- 


— 


{erving a diſtance. Yet towards her 
latter end ſhe expreſſed great- kind-| 
neſsto them : 1n hopes of protection, | 
if any misfortune ( that 1s Perſecu- 
tion) ſhould attend her. The Ge- 
noueſe,vvho promiſed themfeves great! 
matters in 7rbayx's time, 1n order to! 
their 
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their Title, and Royal Prerogatives, 
upon the compliance of the Barba- 
r1ni with their deſire, out of hopes 


of getting a ſum of Money ; when 


they faw how they were deluded 
by them, applied themſelves to /no- 
cent + but they found he would not 
hear on that Ear, not ſo much as to 
put them 1n the Hopes that 7rbar 
did. Deſponding therefore, they 
called home their Embaſſadour, who 
lay at Rome for that purpoſe. Ne- 
vertheleſs, being reſolved to compaſs 
their ends, after having withdrawn 
their Miniſter from Rome for ſome 
time, they ſent him again , with 
greater aſſurance from Donna Olim- 


pia's ſide, than formerly they had 


' from the Pope. So they gave In- 


ſtructions to their Embaſladour to 


| treat with this Lady : who, as ſome 
-| will have it , was the perſon that 


put the Genoueſe upon ſending back 
a new Embaſladour, putting them 


 1n Hopes of bringing their Buſt- 
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neſs about again to ſome purpoſe, 
Nor did ſhe this without Deſign : 
aſſured of a very great Gain ; be 
cauſe they were able to make it 
good, and deſirous to do it upon the 


accompliſhment of their Suit. Tru- 
iy, the Lady was very zealous 1n the 
Buſineſs , and purſued it heartily : 
upon whicit , the Genozeſe , to ad- 
vance the Work, ſent her no ſmall 
Preſents, to make her the more vigo- 
rous in their Aﬀair. The Court ſeem- 
ed to be for it; and Yenice, which 
was the likelieſt to oppoſe it, ſeemed 
to be willing to let it paſs, as not con- 


{iderable enough to impair any off: 


their Dignity. © But they met with 
{9 many - other Rubs and Imped- 
ments, that came out of Germany, 


{taly,and France : that the Grandees|. 


of Genoua thought fit to deſiſt,to their} 


no little Diſcontent , that they had! 
calt ſo many Preſents away upon! 
Do»na Olimpia. | 


Ln:ca was the only place not talk-! 
ol 


; 
| 


| of 
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led of in the time of [rnocent : as 
S"Theing of no great conſequence for 
"| the iftreightneſs of their Confines. 
"| Sothat they had not enjoyed ſo much 
Peace for a long time, as under this 
"| Pope. And Donna Olimpia would 
F take occaſion ſeveral times to re- 
') '| prove the Barbarini, for proſecuting 
| lo fiercely the Ruine of a poor little 
* Common-wealth, that had deſerved 
5%] fo well of the Church. However,this 
" was not ſaid on free coſt : becauſe the 
the Luccheſt had provoked her with a 
| Preſent. 

Now to come near a concluſion of 
the great:Induſtry of Do#na Olimpia : 
I fay, that the nearer the Pope's 
"Death approached, the greater was 
Y | her affliction to find her ſelf alone, 
_ and deſtitute of thoſe neceſlary ſup- 
wr {ports a perſon in her condition re- 
_ | quired. She knew very well none 
"of her party would be able to do 
[her any ſervice if Adverſity ſhould 
i&'|come upon her: and jhe was pretty. 
Sr K 2 well 
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well aſſured to have her ſhare of it, 
conſidering her paſſed Actions. To 
ſee all her Relations diſcontented, 
her own Son 1ſo1ll uſed by her ſelf, 
and all the Nobility of Rome deteſt- 
ing her very Name ; made her re- 
flet night and day upon her Condt- 
'tion. "The Princeſs of Roſſano her 
Daughter-1n-law, having ſo near Re- 
lation to the Duke of Parma, made 
ner, it not tear, at leait ſtand upon her 
guard: And the rather, becauſe the 
Princeſs apprehending to what 
height the daily diſguſts betwixt her 
and her Husband might at laſt come 
to, very wiſely thought upon for- 


tifying her Intereſt in her own de- 
fence, ſuch as would be a Cardinal 
Prince of her Kindred, that ſhould 
own his preferment immediately 
from her, To which end ſhe em- 
ployed all her Wits to get in the 
Duke of Parma's Brother, her neat 
kinfman, to be Cardinal, But Don: 
ua Olimpia oppoſed it for the ſame 

rear! 
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not become too 
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reaſon under-hand : that ſhe might 


owertul. Thus 
was the Deſert of this Prince wholly 
layed aſide: Therefore Donna Olim- 


pia did -expe&t both Prince and 


Daughter-in-law to be at open de- 
fiance with her, after /nnocent's 
Death. 

To deliver her ſelf of all theſe In- 
convemiencies which threatned her 
Ruine , 1t came into her Head to 
play a Game ſhould hardly be be- 
lieved, when it was done. And 
that was to propoſe an Alliance 
with the Barbarini: whereby to ob- 
ligethem with ſo near a Tie, not 
only to forget patied Injuries, but to 
ſtand her Friends in future Occur- 
rences. 

The Barbarini were in deſpair of 
ever having ſo fair an Occaſion ot- 
tered them as was, never expecting 
to be reconciled to rnocent, 1t be- 
ing then eight years the Perſecu- 
tion had been upon them. So that 
K 4 Denna 
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Donna Olimpia met with no difficul. 
ty in her Deſign. For the Barba 
rini had- tryed a thouſand wayes 
to be reconciled, and could never 
compals it : upon which they were 
not backward, when an honour 
was offered. | Cardinal Artonio wi 
more glad of this Conjecture than 
the reft : having been baniſhed tor 
the ſpace of cight Years from his 
own Houſe, from Rome ;3 nay, out 
of /taly ; and forced to live in For- 
rain Parts at ſo great an Expence, as 
(beſides the Suſpenſion of his Reve- 
nues, which he had in the Church)| 
had coſt him ſome Miltons, lefing 
alſo the Charge belonging to the Pri-| 
mogeniture. | 
f __ Olimpia therctore having a h 
Daughter 'of her own , and Prince| 


l 


Fuſtiniani's Wite another marriag &| 
able, looked Upon this as the only, 
Means to bring avout her Det1gns. 

Theſe her Intentions ſhe made be 
broxe to Cardinal Franciſco Rarbari-| 
#0,| 


- 
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20,with a promiſe.that it the Barbari- 
i would conſent to a Match for their 
Nephew with Fu/t:n/an7's Daughter, 
ſhe would reſtore them to all again, 
upon condition that ſhould ſerve for 
the Portion. And ſo it did. 

The Barbarini looked upon this 
as a Bleſſing to their Houſe , which 
was ſomewhat low at preſent. For 
they doubted, if Innocent ſhould die, 
whether his Succeſſor would reſtore 
their Revenues, but rather keep them 
tor his own Relations,as rnocent had 
done, and ſo they ſhould utterly be 
diſappointed. They therefore made 
no other anſwer, but that they ſhould 
be happy in ſuch an honour. Donna 
Olimpia had deſigned the Match to be 
with the Eldeſt Son of Dox Tadeo : but 
the Barbarini, though very earneſt 
to have the thing done, yet mana- 
zed the Buſineſs ſo cunningly , as'*to 
pretend the Eldeſt was reſolved to 
Lc a Cardinal , tos relinquiſh his 
birth-right to rhe Abbot, and take 

the 
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the Abbey himſelt. And truly it was 
diſcreetly done : For by this means 
they were reſtored, and got another 
Cardinals Cap into their Family. 
Donna Olimpia eaſily agreed to it, as 
being deſirous to fortifie her felt : 
which ſhe thought ſhe could not do 
better, than by tortitying that Houſe 
ſhe had allycd her ſelt to ; nor could 
they better ſecure their Intereſt , 
than by having another Cardinal 
in their Family, who madethe third. 
A thing never ſeen before,three Car- 
dinals of the fame Houſe living at a 
time. | 

All being concluded , and the 
Wedding kept in great State , and 
to the aſtoniſhment of all men , to' 
dee ſuch a Change : the next Crea- 
tion that came , the elder Brother 
was made Cardinal. Thus the Bar- 
tarini got off.; which was their 
romu_ Concern. For it they 
had not diſpatched their Bufinels 


now , the next Pope would not have 
tailed 
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| failed to have given them work 


enough ; which labour they now 
ſaved. 

Returned into Favour, the Pope 
gave them very great reſpec : and 
together with Donna Olimpia , they 
governed all the Church Afairs of 
Importance, Now for the Damage 
they ſuffered through eight Years Ab- 
ſence, in two Years and upwards 
that /unocent lived afterwards, it 1s 
moſt certain, they had licked them- 
ſelves ſo whole again, by having been 
formerly experienced in the Govern- 
ment and manner of that -Climate, 
that you could not find where they 
had been hurt. 

No. man ought to wonder, that 
the Pope ſhould ſo eaſily conde- 
ſcend to the Creation of another 
Cardinal Barbarino , or that they 
ſhould preſume to demand it over 
and above the Honour of ſo great 
a Match , and reſtauration to all 
their Reyenues : ſince there was al 
FC 
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the reaſon in the World for it. And 
I will tell you how. 

Itisan ancient and common pra- 
Ctice among the Popes, for the Suc- 
cellor to relinquiſh his Cardinalate 
to the Kindred of his Predeceſ- 
for, trom whom he had firſt recei- 
ved his own. Now, [nocent, who 
was created Cardinal by 2rban the 
Eighth a Barbarin, ſtood obliged to 
rel:nquiſh his Cardinalate ſo ſoon as 
made Pope, to the Houle of the Bar- 
barint ; that 1s, to Create a Cardinal 
at their Inſtance. The Barbarini did 
not forget to make their demand 
tor thetr Nephew the Abbot : But 


the good /nnocent , hardned and in-- 


cenſed againſt them , would never 
hearken to it. So that upon the Re- 
conc:lement by the Match, it was no 
longer to be deterred , as being ſo 
clearly due. 

The Barbarini drove on another 

efign with this Marriage , which 
they had long ſought for and defi- 
red : 
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red : and that was to match with 
ſome tree Princes. . And truly for 
many years with promiſes of large 
Sums they could never bring it about; 
till after they were allyed to Donna 
Olimpia, and then they married their 
Niece to the Duke of Modena, a 


Prince of Noble deſcent. 
ealily 


This came 
to the Barbarines : becaule 


the Duke ſeeing them returned 1n- 
to Favour, .and in a riſing condi- 
tion , expected great matters from 
them ; beſides that he was a little 
ſtrajtned at that time, and wanted 


Money. 
gave no other Portion with their' 
Niece but the reſignation of the Ab- 


Howlſoever, the Barbarint 


bey of Noxnantola, which Cardinal 


Antonio preſented to Cardinal Eſte , 
Brother to the Duke ot Modena , 
being worth ſome twenty thouſand 
Crowns a Year. 


Behold the Revolutions ot the 


Barbarini under: Iunocent and Donn 
Olimpia £ 


dead and raiſed again , 


caſt 
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caſt down and exalted beyond the 
tear of Fortune's viciſſitude. They 
ſay it was pleaſant, to ſee their near 
Combination and Friendſhip with 
Innocent : who committed the grea- 
teſt part of his Afatrs, as well Spiri- 
tual as Temporal, to their manage- 
ment ; by which means, having not 
forgot their old wont of heaping up 
Riches, they gathered as faſt as they 
could, both & themſelves and Donna 
Olimpia, whom they inſtructed with 
new Devices to get Money on all 
hands. 

The better to fortifie the Houſe 
and Perſon 'of Donna Olimpa , the 
Barbarini adviſed her to marry ano- 
ther of her Nieces to ſome other 
great Roman Lord. But her De- 
{ſign reached farther : for thinking 
her ſelf ſecure enough with the Al- 
liance of the three Barbarin! , ſhe 
had propoſed to her ſelf the conti- 
nuance of Dominion, through a con- 
fidence of meeting with ſome op- 
portumty 
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portunity to match her Niece with 
the Nephew of the next Pope, by 
giving a good round Sum. This made 
her ſhe would not hear of beſtowing 
her Niece, as looking upon it very 
teifable, and a good way, if not 10 
entirely, in part at leaſt, ro continue 
her power : well knowing, that the 
Idol of Rome is ready Money, with- 


|| our diſpute. But this Deſign did not 


take. 
There were that put her in the 
{| headof marrying her to the Duke of 
Parma, with a promiſe to make his 
Brother Cardinal, and a large Sum of 
ready Money. But this was a Subje 
rather tor diſcourſe than practice : be- 
cauſe it 1s certain, the Duke would 
-never have agreed to ſuch a Match, 
though orginally he came trom the 
Church himſelt. | 
So ſoon as the Barbarini were ful- 
| ly reſtored , the Authority of the 
Cardinal - Patron began to decline 


apace : infomuch , that ſome Em- 
baſladours 
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baſladours would not loſe fo much 
time, as to treat with him, whoſe 
addreſs they knew was no longer 
welcome to the Pope. Beſides, the 
Pope was ſo well fatisfied with the 
Aſliſtance of the Barbarini, that he 
diſcloſed all the ſecrets of his Heart 
to them: being confident of ſucceſs, 
through the great experience theſe 
had gained by the management of 
ſo many ſeveral Afairs, which had 
ſucceeded to them for two and 
twenty years together under the 
Reign of their Uncle. And there- 
fore he left no more but the ſhadow 
of Power and Command to. his 
adopted Nephew : diſpatching all 
by the Barharini. The worſt tor 


this Cardinal. was, that except his» 


ordinary Emoluments, which might 


be worth to him ſome fifty thouſand 


Crowns a year, attended with no 
| ſmall expence, he had not the op- 
portunity to get one jarthing to lay 
up; {0 narrowlv did Dozua Olimpra 

Watch 
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watch his water. For the poor Man 
had made a little Money once of a 
vacant Benefice, and Donna Olimpia 
having ſmelt it out, run open mouth 
to the Pope to complain of him, that 
he had preſumed to lay hands upon 
that he had nothing to do with ; 
upon which the Pope commanded 
him to refund all prefently to the 


ſaid Lady. The ſame Cardinal re- 


lated this to me, juit as I tell you; 


only that he told me ſo much more, 
as would require S:r7's Pen to ſet it 
all down. The Barbarini looked 
not with a good Eye upon this Car- 
dinal-Patron : not out of any 1imme- 
diate hatred to him, but becaule he 
was Panzirolo's Creature, whom they 
had had a pertect averſion for. 
Theretore ' they diſparaged him 
to the Pope from time to time, as 
one that underſtood not the place 


he held: and indeed made it ap- 
pear by evident Demonſtrations 


enough. All this while Donna Olim- 
L pra 
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pia was not wanting to contrive his 
ruine, as neither the Pope's natural 
Nephews, who all conipired to his 
overthrow. . So that the poor Car- 
dinal ſtood betwixt Hawk and Buz- 


zard, expecting on each hand to be | 


made a prey of every moment ; lit- 
tle relying upon his authority, when 
he ſaw how cool the Pope grew 
towards him, and how warm in his 
kindneſs to the Barbarini, However 
he abated proportionably in his 
Reſpe& to Donna Olimpia, as he 
found the Pope indifferent towards 
him: But to the Barharini he was 
not only civil, but obſequious, pay- 
ing them the greateſt Honour 1ma- 
ginable, with all expreſſions of At- 
tection upon every Encounter, to 
procure their good will : but theſe de- 
viſes areſoſtale in Rome, that no body 


heeds them any more. Every body 


knows that in this .Countrey, Men 


do reverence to the ground in the | 


morning to thoſe they could o_ | 
| y 
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ly ſee hang'd in the afternoon; ſo that 
Obſervance, Courtfhip, Reverence, 
Salutes and Kiſſing of the hand in the 
Roman Court, are performed by the 


"| Eyeandnotthe Heart. The Barbarin? 


had been too long trained in that 
School to be moved at thote Ceremo- 
nies the Cardinal-Patron beſtowed 
upon them : and therefore they pay- 
ed him in the like coyn, not from the 
Heart, but with Eye-ſervice ; which 
ſweet they omitted not ro embitter 
with fuch a ſeaſoning as ſhould poy- 
ſon his Fortunes. And they had 
their defire to the Satisfaction of 
themſelves, Donna Olimpia, and all 
the Pope's Kindred. 

As the Intereſt of the Cardinal- 
Patron was thus dwindling away, 
his hidden Enemies were not back- 
ward to give the fatal blow : which 
to the great aftoniſhment of all 


Rome was publickly done. For the 


Pope in great wrath againſt the Per- 
fon of this Cardinal, thundered out 
L 2 ſuch 


thers complain: though trom ſo un- 
expected an advance, nothing could | 
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ſuch ſtorms of Indignation againſt || . 


him, that one would have thought 
greater could not have been -ſenten- 
ced upon one guilty of High Trea- 
fon. He forbad him his preſence in 
the moſt diſgraceful manner : com- 
manded that upon no pretence 


whatever he ſhould be permitted 


to approach the Court : took away 


from him the Title of Cardinal-Pa- | 


tron: deprived him of that of Ne- 
phew, with expreſs order that he 
thould no more be called Paxfio, 
but A/alli: Sequeſtred his Reve- 


nues, andall the Offices and Preter- | 


ments he held: and at laſt baniſhed 


him from the City of Rome, with a | 


reſtraint from taking any of his 
Moveables away. Theſe Extrava- 
gancies made ſome laugh, and 0- 


Ro i OA Aa. ra fn A his. ne amb oamdS »< : A AX 4 © RY tx 


be _ leſs than a mad and | 
haſty deſtruCtion, ſuch as this was. 
The noiſe of this was no ſooner | 


ſpread | 
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ſpread about the City, and Cardinal 
Aſtalli ſtole privately away, out of 
ſhame to be ſeen in a condition ſo 
different from his former : but the 
Romans, according to their uſual 
cuſtom , would needs find out the 


ground of all this. Some aſcribed 
it to the Ambition of the Barbarini, 
that they might diſpoſe wholly of 
the Pope, whom they had got into 
their hands; others layed all the 
fault upon Donna Olimpia, who 
could endure no Competitor or Af- 
ſiſtant in gathering up her Wealth : 
nor wanted there 1uch as verily be- 
lieved the Pope himſelf had taken 
occaſion to do this thing, that to- 
wards his latter End he might be re- 
conciled to his true Nephews, who 
were much offended at him tor 
Creating an Adopted Nephew. 
There 1s ſomething of Realon in 
cach of theſe Opinions to prevail 
with us: but the chief ground or 
this Reformation came trom ang- 
| L 3 titer 


150 The Life of 
ther Source; the Pope being in- 
clined to it up5n more intricate and 
deep confiderations, ſuch as were 
thele following. 

In 'the time of @rhan their Un- 
cle, the Barbarini were grown 1o 
high, that they thought, after fo 
long a Reign, to do Miracles, nor 
could they with patience read that 
Sixtus quartus, Paulus tertius, Alex- 
autler the Sixth, Clement the Seventh, 
and ſo many other Popes, which did 
not continue half the time their Un- 
cle had then dated, yet ſhould com- 
paſs their wiſhes to that degree, as 
to leave great and free Princes of 
their poſterity ; and they ater ſo 
long a Reign, and with a greater 


Treaſure could not overcome that | 


difficulty of making themſelves free 
Princes. They dire&ted all their 


thoughts to that Deſign, and with | 
the Proſpe&tive Glaſſes of their | 
Ambition daily ſurveyed all 7raly. | 
They thought they had ©rbar ſure, | 
alter | 
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after the Duke was dead without 
Heirs, in the Year 1631. But when 
that Deſign tailed them, they caſt 
their Eye upon Lsca, where they 
met with rubs, before they had 
begun their Project. Afterwards 
the War with the Duke of Par- 
ma coming on, they concluded 
they had gained their purpoſe 
by refolving to drive the Farnefi 
out of their Principality by main 
force: however they found 1t re- 
quifite to defiſt from that ' Enter- 


priſe, for fear of draining their 


purſe too much. Art laſt, they fixed 
their Eyes upon the Kingdom of 
Naples, as likely to meet with bet- 
ter Fortune in the Acquifition of 
a Crown, than that of Principal- 
ties, Now as they were contriving 
to out the King of Spaiy, and invett 
themſelves of Naples, Urban dies, 
and foon after ſucceeds the Electi- 
on of 1nnocent : and then they had 
enough to do to fave their own 
| L 4 Lives 
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' Lives without looking after Crowns, 


which their Ambition onely gave 
them Title too. Cardinal Antonio 


returned to Rome, and all the Bar- 


barini into Favour with Innocent, 
| they began to torment his decre- 
pit Carcaſs with the ſuggeſtions of 
conquering the Kingdom of _ Na- 
ples, not without reproaching him 
tor letting ſlip ſo fair an occaſion 
in the Year 1647. at the time 
of Mas Anello's Revolt. The de- 
clining Eſtate of the Spaniard, made 
'them ſuppoſe the Attempt more 
feiſable than they themſelves could 
comprehend. | 

The Pope, doting with Age, rea- 
dily conſented to the Deſign. Doxna 
Olimpia expecting to have the lar- 
geſt ſhare. for her Nephews and 
Sons, was reſolved to contribute a 
conſiderable ſum of ready Money : 
and the Rarbarini engaged to main- 
tain an Army of ten thouſand Men 
at their own coſt, till the Church 
08 ſhould 
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ſhould be abſolutely in poſſeſſion : 


only upon condition that the Princi- 
pality of Salerno ſhould remain 
exempt trom the other Dominions 


' tothe Houſe of the Barbarini, with 


a freedom of pretence to buy in 
other with their Money. The truth 
is, finding this Kingdom fo ſpacious, 
and full of Principalities ; they 
thought not only to make their Ne- 
phews, but all their Foot-boys Prin- 
ces: Thus furioufly doth Ambition 
drive. | | 

Theſe Tranſattions were carry- 
ed with great Secrecy betwixt the 
Pope, the Barbarini, Donna Olim- 
pia, and ſome of her neareſt Rela- 
tions. . The Cardinal-Patron was 
judged unfit to be taken in, as one 
that diſcovered too much inclina- 
tion towards'the Spaniard: and ſo 
he was wholly excluded from ſuch 
Conferences. ' However, they could 
not be ſo cloſe, but that the Cardi- 
nal had a miſtruſt of it ; which 
7 a 
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made him induftrious to diſcover 
the bottom; and that no ſooner 
done, but to give proof of his Fide- 
lity to Spain, and withal to be re- 
venged of the Barbarini, who would 
not truſt him; he gave an exact 
Accompt to the Spaniard, with 
whom he held a ſtreight League of 
Friendſhip. 

Monſignor Azzolin; was: at that 
time over the Briets, which 1s a 
charge of great Importance , Truſt 
and Secrecy : ſo that he was like- 
wiſe privy to the Plot we ſpoke of 
before. The Pope no ſooner un- 
derſtood that the Spaniard had fit- 
ted all out, and by conſequence 
knew his Deſign ; but he preſently 
gave order to Azzo/in/, to ule all 
diligence poſhble, to find out who 
had revealed the Buſineſs : with an 
aſſurance of a Cardinal's Cap, ſo 


ſoon as he thould diſcover the Tray- | 
tour. Azzolin; tempted by this in- | 
yitation, ſet to his task, whuch in | 

| plain | 


| 


& 
£ 
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plain Language is a Spie: and with 
little noiſe and great Induſtry found 
out the Traytour, intimating 1t pri- 


' vately to the Pope, making 1t evi- 


dent to him the Treachery of his 
adopted Nephew, as being the Per- 
ſon that had revealed 8his Secret. 
For which cauſe, the Pope uſed 
Cardinal A/tall; ſo ill, as he did: 
and made Az2olini Cardinal in re- 
compence of this Service, the firit 
Promotion that fell after this Acct- 
dent. Thus of theſe two Youths, 
the one as 'Traytour, was in diſgrace 
with the Pope ; the other as a Spie, 
got. a Cardinal's Cap; and one way 
or other both remain Cardinals. 
Upon this, Donna Olimpia finding 
her Brother-in-law quite decayed, 
as it were with the Age of four- 
ſcore Years, which is conſiderable 
for a Gouty perſon, who had con- 
tinually a world of cares upon him; , 
or whether it was that the Pope 
himſelt ſenſible of his own — 
an 
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and decay of parts, with the loſs of 
his Taſte; apprehending- leſt the 
Spaniards, incenſed againſt him, 
ſhould procure his. death, by ſome 
little —_ they are wed to 
provide tor ſuch as they cannot 
confide ing and not knowing to 
whom better to commit his Lite, 
than to that dear Kinſwoman, tor 
whole ſake he had forfeited the re- 
putation of his Perſon, and the ho- 
nour of the Church: he reſolves to 
call her into the Palace, and put 
himſelf intirely into her hands, and 
the diſcretion of her Condu&t. A 
thing altogether new, not ever 
heard of betore: that Ladies ſhould 
govern Popes. Though to me it 
ſeems not at all ſtrange, that the ſame 
Lady which had commanded him in 
his Youth, ſhould take care of him 
in his Old Age. 

A pretty ſight, they ſay, it was to 


| ſee Donna Olimpza 1n the Pope's 


Chamber , conſtantly . by his Bed- 
I tide 


, 
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ſide, holding one of his Hands be- 


tweett hers : tor he was not able for 
weakneſs to fit up. She had fo 
contrived Curtains to be drawn at 
the ſide of the Bed, that ſhe could 
ſee without being ſeen, and hear 
without being perceived. And this 
ſhe had to withdraw her felf at any 
time, when the Pope gave Audience . 
to Ambaſladours , -who ſhould not 
be able to utter a word that this 
concealed Lady would not be privy 
to: though otten-times the Veil was 
taken oft, and ſhe would anſwer 
her ſelf in behalf of the languiſhing 
Pope, to the no ſmall attliction of the 
Ambaſladours. 

This Lady fed the Pope with 
her own hands, having given much 
ſtricter order than uſual, that no 
body ſhould come into the Pope's 
Kitchin, unleſs ſhe were by, only the 
Cook himſelf. Moſt commonly ſhe 
made a little Table be drawn to 
the Bed-ſide, where ſhe dined _ 
tne 
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the Pope: though ſhe would ne- 
ver admit her own Son to that Ho- 
nour. In fine, *there was no more 
talk in the Palace, but of Donna 
Olimpia; Donna Olimpia here, and 
Donna Olimpia there, all Letters de- 
livered to Donna Olimpia; 1t was 
Donna Olimpia that peruſed them: 
The Memonals were no longer 
brought to the Pope, but to Donna 
Olimpia, who told him the Con- 
tents of them; and had always this 
Duplicate tor Anſwer, Fate voz, fate 
wot; as much as to fay, Pray do you 
look after it. 

A Man could ſee nothing but Pre- 
ſents ſtill going up the Yatzican Stairs: 
but you never ſaw any come back a- 
gain. Every two or three days, you 


ſthould meet three or four Porters 


loaded with Money. At night Don- 
»a Olimpia would flip out to viſit 


her own Palace: having firſt locked | 
up the Pope's Chamber, and taken 


the Key with her. 


All | 
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All the Pope ſpoke with, he told 
them plainly, That but for Doxna 
0limpza he thould be dead, and that 
he owed his Life to her. The Prin- 
ceſs of Roſſano came into the Pope's 
Chamber one day to viſit hum, 
while Donna Olimpia fate upon the 
Bed by: him, holding him by the 
Hand. The Princeſs in the middle 
of their Diſcourſe, finding a fit Op- 
portunity, faid laughing to the Pope, 
Moſt Holy Father, 1 am jealous to ſee 

you make p much 0 t-4 my Mother-in-law 
_; 3s ſo old, and not of me that am 


fo much younger. The An ſeeming 


to hold up the Humour, anſwered her 
merrily, 7he Hand that wounded me, 
is that which gives me relief, Words 
that however meant, confirmed the 
Princeſs 1n the Suſpicion ſhe had of 
theſe two. 

At laſk. Donna Olimpia grew 10 
fuſpicious that any body ſhould 
come near him, as ſhe <M not 
leave him a moment, though her 
| own 
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own Son or Relations were in the 


room. Having thus made her ſelf 


a Priſoner, ſhe was ſeen no more to 
paſs the Streets of Rome, not 1o 
much as go in Devotion to any 
Church : only, asI told you, ſome- 
times ſhe would ſteal to her own 
Palace by n:ght to turn over her 
Bags. 

Her keeping ſo cloſe to the 
Pope, and by conſequence her not 
appearing abroad, made the Cour- 
tiers interpret it not her care of the 
Pope, but fear of the People : who 
As fd as ever they ſaw her, would 
ſet a running after her Coach , cry- 
ing, Bread, Bread. Inſomuch, that 


one day ſhe had much ado to fave 


her Life. For the People, enraged 
to have one continual Famine laſt 
all over the. City and Territory of 
Rome ; beſides ſo many other grie- 
vances, which produced nothing 
but the Embelliſhing of a few 


Streets with Fountains ; and the: 
fat1- 
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fatiating Donna Olimpia's thirſt at- 
ter Gold: as they ſaw her Coach 
paſs by, they came up to it in a rude 
and infolent manner, calling her a 
thouſand Whores; ſo that the was 
fain to make her eſcape into a Co- 
vent, and afterwards to the Pope's 
Palace, leaving it to his Holineſs to 
qualifie them by a Dole of ſome 
quantity of Bread. After this at- 
tront, ſhe was aſhamed to appear 
in publick : beſides that, ſhe mi- 
ſtruſted to meet with ſome worſe 
misfortune. Notwithſtanding the 
Pedple ceaſed not to exclaim daily 
againſt her, ſinging ſcurrilous Bal- 
lads of her all Night about the 
Streets. Nay, I mult tell you, a 
great Company of the Rabble got 
into her Houle one day, in a great 
Fury, and were going to pillage it, 
if the Pope had not pretently in 
prevention ſent ſome. Biſhops to 
diſperſe a thouſand or more of 
Crowns to be ſ{cramble1 for-by the 

M People, 
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People, which with large promiſes 
quieted them for the preſent. 

She would have made her peace 
with all the Mal-contents towards 
the latter end of her Brother-in- 
law: bur that her greedineſs after 
Riches would not let her think of 
the means of doing it. Beſides, 
that ſhe preſumed to be well e- 
nough fortified by the Alliance of 
the Barbarini : having Wealth e- 
nough to defie Fortune. She was 
a little concerned, that ſhe had any 
difterence with Cardinal Sforza, for 
the diſpleaſure ſhe had done him: 
not out of any fear ſhe had direQ- 
ly of his Perſon, but becauſe ſhe 
knew him to be a Man of a tur- 
bulent Spirit, and eaſily provoked 
to talk ;, ſo ſhe doubted, when 7»- 
nocent was dead, he might by 
' his Diſcourſe procure her more 
trouble. | 

This Cardinal, who 1s yet alive, 
and hath a Genius fitter 1 E, 
| oul- 
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Souldier, than a Prieſt, was made 
Chamberlain in Cardinal Antonio's 
place, whuch carries profit as well as 
great Honour along with it. But 
according to his tree way of ſpeak- 
ing, he began to inveigh openly 
againſt Donna Olimpia, not being 
able to mention her bur with great 
bitterneſs in all company , to the 
great diſparagement of her Perſon : 
ſo that hs was neceſſitated to dif- 
grace him with the Pope; and ob- 
lige him to retire to his Church of 
Rimini, where he is Biſhop. There 
was nothing at this time terrifted 
Donna Olimpia ſo much, as this Car- 
dinals Tongue : and ſhe would moſt 
readily have obliged him, upon 
condition he would have lett off 
his murmuring kind of Muſick. But 
when ſhe conſidered one of that 
Kidney was never to be won, either 
with Gifts, Promiſes, or Hopes : ſhe 
changed her Note, and made as if 


ſhe was not concerned at him ; a- 
M 2 bout 
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bout which time unocent died. 
After the Month of September in 


the Year 1654. the Pope began to | 


decline paſt hopes. With the Vi- 
gour of his Body, the Faculties of 
his Mind began to fail him, info- 


much as he, torgot by night what he 


had done in the morning, and many 
times talked idly. Upon which 
Denaa Olimpia ſuffered him to be 
{ecn as little as poſſible, even to his 
Leſt Friends: And when ſhe could 
not hinder the admittance of an 
Ambaſladour, ſhe entreated him to 


uſe as few words as might be; ever | 


pretending that he had not reſted 
well that Night, to make them 
think his Diſtemper came. from 


want of ſleep, and not decay ot| 


SpIrIts. - 

Prince Camilo, otherwiſe called 
Panfilio, removed his Habitation 
to the Court, that is the Yatzcan, 
to receive the Audience of the 


Ambaſſadours. Burt they made 
little 
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little addreſs, ſeeing the Popes 
condition, and that nothing ever 
came to'a Reſult, but ſtill put off 
with this Anſwer : That they muſt 
wait for the Recovery of a decay- 
ed, dying Pope. The Princels like- 
wiſe came to Court with her Hul- 
band ; but did not appear publickly, 
and for the moſt- part continued in 
her own Palace all the day time. In 
ſhort, the Ladies were ſeen. walk up 
and down the Yatican by Night. 
The Princeſs Fu/tiniani;, the Prin- 
cels Ludoviſia, and the Princeſs Pan- 


| filia, came in all one night, to the 


high diſpleaſure of Donna Olimp1a. 
However, this great concourſe of 
Women was obſerved only tor a 


| Month betore the Pope died. Hence 


was 1t that Paſquin ſceing many La- 
dies in the Vatican, contrary to the 
uſual cuſtom, made bold to tell Hare 


foria merrily ; 
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Se tu vuoi fare il Ruffiano, 
Troverai Donne a'l Vaticano. 


If you've mind to play the Rufhan, 
You may findWenches at theYaticay, 


The Pope continued ten days 
without any uſe of Reaſon : and it is 
thought, Donna Olimpia got in that 
time, above half a million. For the 
aſpiring Spirits, for tear of letting lip 
ſo tair an opportunity, and knowing 
the greedineſs of Donna Olimpia, run 
as it the Devil drove them to buy 
Eccleſiaſtical Preferments: which ſhe 
beſtowed with her Eyes ſhut, ſo they 
came but with their Hands open. 1 
know a Canon that had ſought for a 
Biſhoprick more than a hundred 
times, without ever obtaining it. 
And the reaſon-was, he would give 
Donna Olimpia but five thouſand 
Crowns for it , and ſhe demanded 
eight thouſand : ſo that though he 
came up at laſt to 6000, they could 
not agree. But now towards the 
4 latter 
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latter end the fame Donna Olimpia 
fends for him, to know whether he 


| was ſtill in the mind he had been 


formerly ; and when ſhe found him 
a little coo], proteſting to her that 
a violent Temptation of the Fleſh 
had made him ſpend two thouſand 
Crowns upon a lewd Woman : Oh; 
well, well, ſays ſhe, then you have 
four thouſand Crowns leſt ; bring 
them to me, that you may not loſe 
that which I keep for you, and 
you ſhall be Biſhop for me; fo ſhall 
[ not loſe the Satisfa&tion of pre- 
ſenting ſo worthy a Perſon to that 
Dignity. Thus was he declared 
Bithop at the very inſtant he lay'd 
down his four- thouſand Crowns. 
Another Clergy Man that had pur- 
chaſed a nears for two thouſand 
Crowns, felt ſuch a remorſe of Con- 
ſcience a little while after, that he 
would notgo to take poſſeſſion, but 
came to Donna Olimpia , and did 
beſeech her to accept his ſurrender 
M 4 of 
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of that he had never yet entred up- 
on, and only pay him back three 
parts of what he had given her: 
tor he felt the torments of Hell for 
the Simony he had contracted. Don. 
na Olimpia gaye him no other an- 
ſwer, but that the Pope was yet liy- 
ing, and that he gave him his Be- 
nediftion; by which means the 
Devils could do him no harm. This 
was the comfort ſhe ordinarily gave 
to Simoniaks, | 
It is incredible to reckon up the 
groſs Simonies that were commit- 


ted in Rome , during the ſway of | 


this Lady, eſpecially towards the 
latter . end. The Barbarini made 
reat haſte to be rich, under the 


Reign of their Uncle: but yet they | 


never forgot their reverence to the 
Church, ſtill making their gain 
ſome other way, than. by that of 
Simony. And it they did chance to 
make bold a little, it was very prir 
yately, and-not with ſuch open 1um- 
pudence 
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pudence as this. Lady. But the 
truth is, the Barbarini diſpoſed of a 
Church where they were to continue 
as Cardinals: now Donna Olimpia 
commanded a Church, which it was 
likely ſome time or other, ſhe would 
be obliged not only to quit, but fly 
from as a Woman. 

A certain Marqueſs had the cu- 
rioſity at a great expence and trou- 
ble, to make a computation of the $/- 
monies committed by Donna Olimpia; 
but for fear of being reputed a He- 
retick, he left his Work unfiniſhed, 
having diſcovered that in Marca 
only, which is but an indifferent 
Province, ſhe had ſold in the ſpace 
of ten Years, three hundred thirty 
ſix Benefices, that were commonly 
known; beſides what had paſſed 
under-hand. The Contfeſſors pro- 
teſted the name of Simony was be- 
come ſo ſcandaloufly frequent, that 
many would not go to Church, be- 
cauſe they would not meet with 

; Church» 
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Church-men; and others finding 
the abuſe ſo general, would not be- 
lieve it to be a Sin. 

The French Prelates had nothing 
to anſwer the Proteſtants, that jeered 
at the Church of Rome for its Simony, 
and other enormities there commut- 
ted: fo that they encreaſed their 
Church very much by it. 

A German Biſhop, who had ſome 
number of Proteſtants in his Dio- 
cels, troubled to hear ſo many Re- 
proaches, and ſee ſo many Writings 
they publiſhed, to the ſhame of the 
Roman Church, for her frequent 
Simonies : took occaſion one day to 
write to the Congregation of Cardi- 
nals; That if the Szmonzes of Donna 
Olimpia ceaſed not in Rome, he ſhould 
run hazzard of lofing his Biſhoprick, 
and the Church of Rome the People. 
This Letter came not to Rome till 3 
days before the Pope's death; and 
then Cardinal Franceſco Barbarino 
kept it from the other Cardinals. 
Spain, 
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Spain, which is thought the firmeſt 
part of Chriſtendom to the Church 
of Rome, began to wave a little up- 
on thoſe horrid accompts were 
brought of this Ladies diſpoſal of 
the Church. Nay, there were Bi- 
ſhops that called a Synod, to adviſe 
how to extinguiſh that ſcandalous 
name of S;mony; which gave ſo high 
offence both to Clergy and People. 

At laſt it pleaſed the divine Good- 
neſs, which rules all, to free the. 
Church of ſoabominable a ſcandal by 
the death of the Pope. 

Tanocent died the ſeventh of Fa- 
auary, in the Year 1655. after he 
had governed ten Years,tour Months 
and twenty days. A Pope, that 
truly might have deſerved a better 
Record, had not his Manners been 
debauched by his Siſter-in-law. _ 

The Church hath no reaſon to 
complain of him, as he was himſelt; 
but it complains in him of Donna O- 
limpia, Had he made Donng Olim- 

| | pia 


b) 
" 


1792 The Lifeof 


pia live in him, and not he 1n her, his 
Aſhes might havedeſerved an eternal 
Monument, and not to be buried in 
oblivion, as it is now neceſlary, to 
aboliſh the Memory of his Siſter- 
in-law. He was not innocent, be- 
cauſe Donna Olimpia was Innocent : 
but had ſhe been innocent, he might 
then have deſerved the Name of /- 
aocent. 

 Thetwo Nights before he died, all 
the Kindred were buſie in carrying 
away theMoveables from the Vatican 
to Donna Olimpia's Palace : and that 
with great ſecrecy , for fear if the 
People ſhould get knowledge of it, 
they ſhould out of confidence that the 
Pope were dead, ſtop them by the 
way by force, out of the great ha- 
tred they had for Donna Olimpia, But 
Fortune was ſo favourable, as not to 
make the leaſt rub in the way, asI 
fuppoſe,that ſhe might conclude with 
the ſame propitious aſpect upon this 


Lady as the had begun. ' 


Thus 
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Thus had Donna Olimpia no ſoon- 
er cloſed the Pope's Eyes, but leav- 
ing the Body where it had expired 
in the Quzrinale; ſhe, by the afli- 
ſtance of ſome of her Confidents, 
got to her own Palace, with her Son 
and Nephews, after having given 
notice to the Cardinals and Ambaſ- 
ſadours by ſome of the Clerks, as the 
cuſtom is. But this Advice was two 
days going about after the Pope's 
death. For his Relations conceal it ſo 
long as it is poſſible, that they may 
tortifie their Intereſt in the mean 
time, -and get Money ſo long as they 
can, 

The Death of Innocent: was no 
ſooner cdivulged, but the City be- 
gan to rejoyce, as it always does in 
ſuch conjun&ures. And no won- 
der; ſince that which gives the 
People ſo great a Satisfaction, 1s the 
Liberty they have during an em- 

ty Chair. The Cardinals are ra- 
viſhed with the Hopes that each 
' pretend 
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pretend to, if not dire&tly to be 
Pope, at leaſt to have one of his 
own chooſing. All the Kindred 
and Friends of the Cardinals are 
drunk with joy, to think that they 
may arrive to the ſame pitch the 


former are fallen from. And laſtly, 


the diſcontented parties are glad to 
find themſelves quitted of a preſent 
oppreſſion. 

But if ever Rome was 1n a merry 
mood for the death ot a Pope, cer- 
tainly it was for that of /rnocent. Tt 
was beyond all compariſon, not ſo 
much 1n reſpe&t of Innocent himſelf, 
as of Donna Olimpia, whom they per- 
tectly hated. All ſort of People bleſ- 
ſed God tor his Mercy, in delivering 
the Church from the violence of Dox- 


' 2a Olimpia. 


It was verily believed, That du- 
ring the Vacancy, the Fury of the 
rude Multitude would have offered 
ſome Inſolence to the Palace and 
Perſon of this Lady : who therefore 

d appear- 


| 
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appeared abroad as little as ſhe 
could. However, nothing happen- 
ed. For, as they ſay in Rome, When 
the Dog ws dead, all Malice dies 
with him. Thus they thought no 
more of Donna Olimpza : as tearing 
on the other ſide, to draw the 
diſpleaſure of all thoſe other Great 
Families, ſhe was allied to, upon 
themfelves. 

But yet if ever ſhe found her ſelf 
in a peck of Troubles, it was at this 
time; for fear ſhe ſhould ſee ſome 
Pope that was her Enemy, in the 
Vatican. She was induſtrious be- 
yond meaſure, in ſifting out the 
Addreſſes and Inclinations of the 
Cardinals, and entertaining private 
"Conferences with her Intimates, 
the Barbarini eſpecially, So that 
by her Vigilancy and Contrivance, 
ſhe prevailed with ſome Cardinals 
to make up a Flying Squadron, as 
you ſhall ſee hereafter. It began 


to appear plainly in the Conclave, 
. which 
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which was held in the Sacriſty of 
Saint Peter, that there was an evi- 
dent diviſion in the Opinions of the 
Cardinals: and by conſequence it 
was like to hold long; each Fa- 
ion reſolving to be obſtinate in 
their Cauſe. Donna Olimpia, that 
ſhe might likewiſe have her ſhare 
in the Conclave, that might look 
like a Party, addreſſed her ſelf to 
ſome Creatures of the New Col- 
ledge; that is, Cardinals created 
by Innocent, to form themſelves 
in a Body, under the Name of the 
Flying Squadron. The motion was 
very well received, and put into 
execution. It is true, there were 
ſome admitted that had no great 
kindneſs for Donna Olimpia ; but ſhe 
was aſſured of the major part, who 
reſolved to make no Pope, that 
were not a Friend to the Houle of 
Panfilio. Yetatlaſt, ſhe could not 
bur have a ſuſpicion of them : when 


havine ſent her So9n, the Prince 
5 > by 
Panjilio, 
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Panfilio, to entreat the Cardinals 
of the Flying-Squadron, to put them- 
ſelves under a Head, which he named, 
| and it was Cardinal John Carlo 4; 
Medici, who for his Sentority in the 
New Colledge, and the Greatneſs 
of his Birth, and being the firſt of 
Inwcent's Creation, might have 
deſerved; they gave this Anſwer, 
That they had each of them a Head 
of their own, and Feet to walk upon, 
without being beholamg te any Body 
elſe for theirs, 

It would require ſometime here 
to ſet down all the paſlages and 
tranſactions of the Conclave. For 
to ſay truth , ſetting aſide the Inte- 
reſt of France and Spain., every. 
thing bent either to the ruine or 
preſervation of Donna Olimpia. The 
Cardinals that were her Enemies, 
would have given their Voices tor 
the Devil, it he would have ſtood 
her Enemy : and her Friends would 
have thut out a 'Saint, had he de- 

7 clared 
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clared againſt her. And truly, their 
violent proceedings gave us to un- 
derſtand as much. Thoſe that moſt 
ſtickled for her, were theſe ſix; 
the three Barbarini, Azzolini, Che- 
rubino, and Gualtieri, They were 
more than thirty that oppoſed her, 
of which eight or nine of /rnocent's 
own Creatures; which were the 
Cardinals Sforza, Savelli, Aſtalli, 
Lomellino, Imperiale, Borromeo, Po, 
Ludeviſio, Aldobrandino, and her 
own Nephew Maldachini ; who firſt 
declared himſelf her Enemy, as the 
Fates would have it, and made 
more noiſe than all of them againſt 
his Aunt. Though indeed, he was 
but laughed at tor his pains by the 
Conclave, which had a very mean 
opinion of him. Nay, his Aunt, 
when ſhe heard how loud he was, 
faid only this, The Voice of an Aſs will 
never reach Heaven. 

It was verily thought, nay, the 
Cardinals themſelves made it ap- 
2 pear, 
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pear, that had it not been for the 
Intereſt that Donna Olimpia drove 
on, the Conclave had been at an 
end within a Month, whereas now 
it laſted three. The Lady pleaſed 
her ſelf to think of Cardinal Fran- 
ceſco Barbarino his being Pope: as 
he that lay'd her Concerns moſt w 
heart, after the Reconcilement. 
And truly he puſhed hard for it 
carrying more than thirty Voices, 
that ſtood ſtifly to have none but 
him. A Cardinal, who for his Up- 
rightneſs of Life, deſerved ſuch an 
Honour : had that been the Rule 
the Conclave went by. Except Bar 
barino, Donna Olimpia was to ſeek 
whom to wiſh for, as a Pope to her 
purpoſe, had it been left to her choice: 
ſo that all her Endeavours were 
only to keep off her declared Ene- 
mies. 

Among theſe, there were three 
particularly excluded for this La- 
dies fake, The firſt was Cardinal 
N 2 Pas 
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Palotta, a Man well deſerving, and 
one that was biaſſed with no Inte- 
reſt, which uſed to be the great 
obſtacle to that Preferment. He 
was no ſooner brought into play, 
but Cardinal Barbarino declared 
he would never give way to the 
Eletion of a Perſon , from whom 
was infallibly to be expected the 
Puniſhment of Doxna Olimpia, who 
had done conſiderable Injuries to 
Palotta. So this Man's hopes were 
diſappointed, -to the diflike of ma- 
ny an Honeſt Man. The Second 
was Cardinal Maculano, of the Or- 
der of Saint Dominike, who bare 
the Title of Saint Clement : and in- 
deed there was not ſo much ſtir for 
any body in the Conclave, as about 
his Ele&tion. He was a Cardinal, 
but lived more like an Hermite, than 
a Perſon of that Quality, never be- 
ing able to forget his Cloiſter Lite : 
upon which many judging him to 
be a conſcientious Perſon, put _ 
or 
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for his Election. But Donna Olimpia 
looked upon him as a Fury , or the 
Devil in humane ſhape : becauſe 7-- 
nocent, out of the perfect hatred he 
bare him,had always repreſented him 
ſo to her. And therefore during his 
Reign ſhe was continually putting 
affronts upon the poor man, not ſo 
much to fatisfte her own malice, as 
to pleaſe her Brother-in-law. Now 
this made the Lady doubt it Ma- 
culano ſhould be made Pope,he would 
take all his revenge out upon her. 
So ſhe gave in charge neyer to ap- | 
prove of Maculano, but to ſet him 
down in the bookas the firſt to be ex- 
cluded. 

Barbarino promiſed to do his 
beſt, and did it with a great deal 
of pains, and the help ot Cardinal 
Antonio , who concurred likewiſe 
in the excluſion. The Partifans of 
Saint Clement finding themſelves at 
a ſtand, made all means poſſible: to 
quiet Donna Olimpia. They al 

N 3 ledged 
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ledped that Maculano or Saint Cle. 
ment, being a Subject of the Duke 
of Parma, 1o near a Relation to the 
Princeſs of Roſſana her Daughter-in- 
law , would certainly never do her 
any prejudice : becauſe the greateſt 
miſchief being what ſhould con- 
cern her Eſtate, he would never do 
that for the Princeſs her ſake, who 
was to ſhare in the Inheritance. But 
theſe ſeeming Reaſons incenſed. Dox- 
a Olimpia the more. For when ſhe 
conſidered that her perſecution muſt 
be kept off by the Princeſs her means, 
ſhe took on like a Mad- woman , 
ſwearing, That ſhe had rather periſh 
under the Indignation, than live ups 
on the Recommendation of her Daugh- 
ter-in-law, Thus was Saint Clement 
kept out. 

The third they ſhut out was Cec- 
chini, who hated her more than all 
the reſt, by reaſon of the Proceſs 


that was commenced by her means: 
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take away the Datary from them , 
and to be made yncapable of any Ot+ 
fice where the Pope had to do. .In 
ſhort, he was —— as guilty .of 
High Treaſon againit this Lady.; and 
therefore apprehending his anger,the 
made it her buſineſs to, exclude him, 
and did effect it. ._ 

Many others there were that ſhe 
excluded: : but not. with that vio- 
lence as ſhe did. theſe three,, open- 
ly | gan rather to dye ; than 
to ſee ,any of them Pope. Never- 
theleſs, .if ſhe had her will againſt 
her: Enenues, which were not few, 
ſhe miſſed-of it in the behalf.of her 
Friends : and indeed ſhe and: Bax- 
baring declared, ſo. they could, keep 
off her fworn Enemies , they - did 
not. much care who elſe was cho- 
ſen. 

However they did endeavour to 
ſet up Cardinal Cheru+ino, one of 


-little experience, and no Conurer. 


But ſuch defects are not much con- 
N 4 {idered 
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ſidered in the Conclave, and there- 
fore did him- ſmall harm : They 
were:only Donna Olimpia's Adver- 
faries that would not admit of: him, 
becauſe he was of her ſide.” So that 
it was obſerved more than twenty 
Cardinals anſwered thoſe that pro- 
poſed Cherubino in the ſelf fame 
words -one after another, / give my 
wore againſt him, becauſe -I-will not 
haveDonna Olimpia triumph among /t 
the Cherubins. a Ws 
..* Fhis Lady had: no great opinion 
of Sacchetti, yet ſhe did not oppoſe 
-him openly. Afterwards ſeeing how 
fiercely his Partifans carried 'on his 
Cauſe, who thought verily to have 
made him Pope : being leſs affraid 
of him than of many others that put 
for it, tocajole with him, ſhe began 
to make Azzolini and Gualtieri tor 
him ; who did their weak endeavour, 
though in yain, - eel 
Cardinal Spada counterfeiting 
himſelf ſick, got out of the: Con- 
—__ : clave, 
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clave, and preſently began to 
treat with Donna Olimpia, deſiring 
her to ſtand Carpegra's Friend, who 
had gone all along with her party : 
to whom ſhe made anſwer , that 
ſhe had referred all to Cardinal 
Barbarino , whoſe. choice ſhe was 
reſolved to ſtand to. Thus returned 
the good man into the Conclave a- 
g41n, but without ever compaſling 
his deſign. Mey 

The Cardinals Gualzieri and Az- 


zolini without doubt 'got a great | 
deal of- ill will in the Conclave, 
'of which Cardinal Franceſco. Bar- 


barino had no ſmall ſhare : and that 


for the great diſturbance they made 
to maintain. Donna Olimpia's Inte- 


reſt, who was diſcourſed* of in- the 


- Conclave with moſt ignominious 


Language. They wondred not ſo 
much at Azzolinj and Gualtzerz , 
becauſe they looked upon them as 
men of lives little anſwerable to 
their dignity ; beſides that , they 

: were 
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were not made by the Church, but 
Donna Olimpia , and 1o not by de- 
ſert : but that which amazed them, 
was to fee 2 Cardinal, ſuch as Bar- 
barino, ſo good and 1incere. a per- 
ſon, that we may ſay, he was the 
glory of the Conſittory , torſake 
the Intereſt of the Church , and 
embrace that of a Woman. Di- 
vers Cardinals, when they ſaw Bar- 
barino would not allow of Palorta 
and Maculano tor Donna Olimpia's 
fake, began to ſay , they thould 
never have believed, that Barbari- 
m0. would prefer a wicked Woman 
before two good Men. Cardinal 
Sforza, who-endeavoured more than 
any to procure a Pope that ſhould 
be her Enemy, that he might have 
the ſatisfaction to ſee her well cha- 
ſtized ; not able to endure that Bar- 
barino ſhould. concern himſelf fo 
much for her , went about all the 
Conclave, telling them, accordi 

to his wonted bluntneſs , 7hat ti 
Fm theu 
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then he had taken Barbarino for a 
ood Cardinal, but for the future he 
ſhould look upon him as the Son of a 
Whore. 
At laſt the Cardinals, weary of 
a three months priſon , -refolved 
to makean end; the rather becauſe 
it was told them the people would 
endure no longer to be without a 
Head , and ſo much to their incon- 
venience want the uſual Courts. of 
Judicature ; beſides that, they mur- 
mured more and more againft Dox- 
na Olimpia, as the perſon they. fup- 
poſed in great meaſure- guilty of 
this delay. This they teared might 
draw on ſome publique as well as 
private miſchiet :. and therefore they 
agreed to.come to the eleftion of one 
that ſhould give diſtaſt to neither 
ſide. | 
And that was Cardinal Chigz , 
now Alexander the Seventh. His 
od manners, and exemplary Lite 
to the world, his diſcreet manage ? 
7 all 
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and univerſal learning, made fo juſt a 
compoſition in him, that he was the 
only man judged capable of govern- 
ing St. Peter's Ship 1n ſo boiſterous 
times. 

He was madeCardinal by Innocent, 
with the approbation of all the houſe 
of Panfilio. Wherefore Donna Olim- 
pra, and thoſe Cardinals that ſtuck to 
her, willingly concurred in his ele- 
Eton: For they did not think 1t any 
way. likely that he ſhould entertain 
anUl thought aginſt the Kinſwoman 
of that Pope who had made him Car- 
dinal. 
«+:*:On the other ſide , thoſe Cardi- 
_ nals: which did not favour Donna 
Olimpia , did not: only torbear to 
hinder but promoted the advance 
-of Chigz more than all the reſt : For 
they did believe ſuch a Pope would 
'be-more inclined to the ſeverity of 
Eliah, than the mildneſs of Eſha; 
and therefore would not fail to 
chaſtiſe her Ladyſhip for the = 
chie 
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chief ſhe had done to the Church. 
They thought it impoſſible fo zea- 
lous a Pope ſhould torbear to give 
Teſtimony to all the World ot his 
high Reſentments againſt that Wo- 
man, who was looked upon as En- 
gine of all the Rogueries that were 
committed under /xnocent's Reign. 
The Cardinals Sforza and' 4/ta/lh, 
her ſworn Enemies, ſpeaking with 
other Cardinals, their Friends, about 
the Ele&tion of Ghigz; told them 
if they both were contrived into a 
Pope, they ſhould not be able to 
puniſh her ſo ſufficiently, as Chigz 
would do. For nothing could con- 
tribute ſo much to the ſcourging 
of her for her $:monies, as the Zeal of 
Chigz. 

Thus the night before the Scru- 
tiny, all being reſolved upon, the 
Cardinals Medici and Barbarino ſent 


. to Chigi to bid him be of good 
; comfort, that on the morrow they 


would come to pay him Adoration. 
Car- 


4 
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Cardinal Roſetti Chig7's Enemy, be- 
ing not able to hinder the EleCtion, 
asked Cardinal Barbarino, What 
ſtrange extravagancies are theſe, that 
Donna Olimpia's Enemies will have 
the ſame Pope her Friends defire : and 
her Friends the ſame her Enemies 
wiſh for. To which Barbarino, that 


he might ſtop his Mouth, and make 


him go along with them in the Ele- 
&ion, anſwered ; Marvail not : For 
we are reſolved to have one that is not 
our Creature : the Medici, one of their 
Subjefts : France, one that they had 
excluded: and Spain, an uninterreſ- 
ſed Perſon. 

It is not to be imagined what Joy 
there was every where, at the Ele- 
Ction of Cardinal Chigz. There was 
not one Negative Voice found in the 
Scrutiny.,, which ſeldom happens at 
the Eledion of a Pope. Roſett! 
himſelf, that ſwore he would cut his 
Hand off, before it ſhould contribute 
to Chiz7's Elettion, gave lus Vote in 
the end, __ 
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So ſoon as he was declared Pope, 
he fell upon his Knees, and prayed, 
and wept a little, and then gave 
his Aſſent, taking the Name of 
Alexander. Thus going out of the 
Conclave in Proceſſion, and con- 
ducted to the Yatican, he began to 
exerciſe his parts upon the Papal 
Authority. You could hear no 
other Diſcourſe throughout Rome, 
but of his Piety, from which they 
expected great matters. Prince 
Camillo Panfilio, went one of the 
firſt to congratulate him: to whom 
his Holineſs expreſſed a great kind- 
neſs and reſpect. Donna Olimpia 
was reſolved to be none of the laſt : 
but beſides a Congratulation ſhe 
mide him by her Maggiordomo, 
ſhe ſent Cardinal Az2z0/7n; on pur- 
poſe tp ſpy out the Land, ( an Em- 
ployment very natural to him ) and 
to let the Pope know how great 
Joy ſhe had to ſee one Pope to 
whom her Kinſman had opened the 
way 


7 
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way by making him Cardinal; and 
the more, becauſe ſhe had alwaies 
goons him to /rnocent,as a Man 
of extraordinary parts ; ſo that ſhe 
ſeemed to ſhare with him 1n the ad- 
vance of his Fortunes. 
Alexander, that knew Azzolint 
very well, and the conſtitution of 
Donna Olimpia ; anſwered him in 
ambiguous terms, that neither ar- 
gued an Acceptance, nor -under- 
valuing of their Service: which 
when Azzolini had related to the 
Lady, ſhe began to miſtruſt the 
worlt. | 
Indeed Alexander had. a very 1ll 
opinion of her ; but would not ſhew 
the effects of it at firſt ſo vigorouſly, 
leſt he ſhould ſeem moved out of 
Self-intereſt ; alwaies profeſſing to 
do things leiſurely, and with Advice, 
as his practice witnefſeth. Her 
Adverſaries would not. importune 
the Pope about. her, juſt ſo ſoon as 
he was eſtabliſhed : and they had 
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| reaſon for it. For by this means 


the Pope of himfelt, would upon 


| ſeveral occaſions diſcover the wick- 


ed practice of the faid Lady: and 
when the way was once opened to 
her perſecution, then would they ſet 
their laſt hand to the work. 
They failed not of their aim : For 
the Pope met with motives every - 
day, both in his Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical TranſaQtions, to quarrel and 


| impriſon Donna Olimpia. The Da- 


tary. was wholly corrupted by the 
Simonies ſhe had introduced, all 
Places fold, no Treaſure left, and 
a thouſand other miſcarriages ap- 
peared every day. His Zeal could 
not ſee this, and fit ſtill There- 
fore he gave full, Inſtructions to 
all his Officers, Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, to make ſtrit Enquiry, and 
thoroughly inform themſelves of the 
conduct of Doxna Olimpza, in the 
Reign of [tnocent: and that he 


| Might be the more exactly certified, 


O ne 
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he.not only gave charge to his or- 
dinary Officers, but deputed other 
private Inquiſitors in Rome,and about 
the State. 

Donna Olimpia was ſo well ad- 
viſed of this diligence the Pope 
uſed againſt her, that ſhe tryed all 
ways poſlible to fave her ſelf. She 
. ſent Prince Paxfilio to. beſeech his 
Holineſs not to give credit to the ma- 
licious Informations of her Enemies, 
_ andthat ſhe referred herſelt to his un- 
tainted Juſtice and Bounty: to which 


he only anſwered, 1f he rely upon Vs, * 


We will do her Fuſtice. 

_ Her Adverſaries by this time be- 
gan to play their parts : each profer- 
ing to prove a hundred Mifdemean- 
ours Donna Olimpia had committed 
againit the Church. 

There was not a day paſled over 
the Pope's head, that he had not 
preſented him a hundred Memori- 
als, to-demand Jutlice againſt this 
Lady : beſides private —_ 
| with- 


We 
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without number. All thoſe that ſhe 
had made her Bargains with, poſted 
them. TOE 

Cardinal Barbarino, at the en- 
treaty of Donna Olimpia, went him- 
ſelf to ſpeak to the Pope in 'her be- 
half, befire matters ſhould be gone 
too. far: but found him fo averſe 
to hear of any Interceſſion, that he 
durſt not appear for her, as plainly 
finding his word would do her more 
harm than good, For he faw the 
Pope fo zealous for the Good of the 


1 Church, that-in ſtead of Clemency, 


he recommended Juſtice to him : 


JÞ that he told him at parting, That 


he would treat Donna Olimpia, as a 
Prince ought to do with Tuſtice, and 


.a Pope with Clemency; though her 
 Aﬀions ſhewed ſhe had neither Cle- 
mency nor Fuſtice. But Barbarino 


would not terrifie the poor Lady, 
by repeating to her the an words, 
only wiſhed her to be as wary and 
circumſpect as ſhe could. 

O 2 Now 
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Now the Pope began to diſcover 
his Intentions of calling Donna 
Olimpia to an account for all the 
Money fſlie had received of the 
Church: upon which, her Rela- 
tions fearing to looſe their ſhare of 
ſo goodly an Inheritance, eſpecially | 
the Prince her Son; all joined to 
help her. The Princeſs Roſſano, 
had it been only deſigned to tor- 
ment her Carkaſs, no doubt would 
not have ſpoke a word for her: 
but finding 1t extend to the Purſe, 
thought her ſelf obliged for her 
Childrens fake, to endeavour her 
utmoſt to preſerve not her, but 
her Eſtate. However, ſome of the 
Cardinals would not meddle with 
ſo tickliſh a Buſineſs, as to oppoſe 
a Pope, who was admired and ado- 
red, not ſo much tor the Eminence 
of his Degree, as his exemplary Lite. 
Yet all joined 1n this Advice; That 
ſhe ſhould ſtand the firſt ſhock, betote 
the fled. 
In 
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In the mean tume Donna Olimpia 
profered to have Audience of the 
Pope: but ſhe was ſhamefully refu- 
ſed; the Pope declaring he would 
give Audience to no Woman, but 
upon a very Agent occaſion. And 
they ſay he anſwered the Meſſenger 


| over and above, 7hat Donna Olim- 


pia had been too familiar with Popes, 
and therefore ſhe might. diſpenſe with 


ſeeing them any more, 


The private Inquiſitors that I 
told you of before, who were ap- 
pointed to learn out the Carriage 
of Donna Olimpia, while her Bros» 
ther-in-law was Pope; brought in 
daily thouſands of Accuſations a- 
gainſt het, that ought to haye been 

uniſhed not only by pecuniary 
Mult » but Bodily Chaſtiſement. 
The cries and complaints of ſo ma- 
ny poor Biſhops that were opprel- 
ſed, ſo many worthy Learned Men 


_. undone, ſo many Honeſt Men' per- 


ſecyted with Hunger, becauſe they 
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had not Money to preſent Dona 
Olimpia for a Preterment”, reached 
up to Heaven : Beſides that many 
times as the Pope paſſed the Street, 
you ſhould' hear the People ' cry 
out for Juſtice 5 apa] Dovha Olin: 
pta., by | 
Many. bepan already to. be ſcan- 
dalized at the Pope;, that he pro- 
ceeded {9 Nlowly int a Buſinefs 'of 
his nature. The" Barbarini them- 
lves, who' confi dering the Po Gy 
Zeal, "thoug hr it ttmpo Fnble for 
TDN to ſcape, knew not Whine 
thifk of it : when they faw how 
vently he cafme-oh; after ſo 'clear 
-a62 Pio Her adverſaries daily 
inftanced againſt her ,* and the 
Plaintifts brought 1 in their Depoſi- 
tions.: though" indeed one would 
have' thonghr the general out-cry 
and clamour, would have been 
Evidence enough to have puniſh- 


ed her by, that had robbed all and 
forme. 
While 
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While things were- thus waver- 
ing, Donna Olimpia calls all her 
createſt : Confidents together ,- --to 
adviſe 'how' to provide againſt” the 
ſtorm, which ſhe looked upon as 
unavoidable. - There © were thoſe 
that / counſelled her -to retire from 
Rome -1nto' ſome Neighbouring part, 


- or into the State-of ſome of ther 


Nephews, under pretence of tak- 
ing the Air. But this was not ap- 
proved of : for by her Departure, 
the would certainly encourage her 
Enemies, and cauſe many to ſhew 
themſelves, - that had' not yet-ap- 
peared : Beſides, that the Rabble 
would be' ten times 'more infolent 
in her abſence, thannow. Some 
would 'have' had her gone to Lo#e- 
to, incognita, as out of Devotion* 
which was not liked tor many Rea- 
ſons. - The rather, becauſe not being 
able to get out of Rome without the 
Pope's Leave and Bleſſing, ' t6-ke 
fyre he was already reſolved ' to 
O 4 'grant 
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grant or deny, according as it beſt 
ſuited with his Deſigns: and thus 
it would not- be diſcretion to make 
a bootleſs Attempt. The Prince her 
Son, who was by, judged it not 
convenient to call the Chirugeon 
before ſhe was wounded: Then 
turning to his Mother, he bid her 
be of goad comfort; telling-her, 
Madam, the Fool runs away , while 
bis Hauſe is burying down. Stay at 
Rome, and think of no other Re- 
fuge.. Look you but to your Perſon, 
and we will take care of your Eſtate. 
Thus was this Conference determi- 
ned with a ſumptuous Collation : 
though Cardinal Barhbarino, who was 
one there, would not ſtay, but excy- 
ſed himſelf after his uſyal manner up- 
on ſuch accaſions. 

That which Donua Olimpra's 
Friends and Relations propoſed for 
her Honour, the Pope executed by 
way of Juſtice. For he ſent one of 
his  Courtiers to Donna Olimpia, 

; £0 


Donna Olimpia. 201 


command to her expreſly from him 
to leave Rome within three dayes, 
and in, eight to be at Orvieto, which 
is a City about thirty Miles from 
Rome; from whence ſhe was not 
to ſtir, without new Orders from 
his Holineſs. 

It is no eaſie matter to ſay, how 


- much this Order diſturbed - her. 


Yet ſhe put a good Face upon it; 
telling thoſe that were about her, - 
That ſhe thanked God , who had 
given her a Judge, whoſe good 
nature diſpoſed him to nothing but 
what was. juſt; t9 whoſe Breaſt 
ſhe referred her Cauſe moſt wil- 
lingly, as afſured of her qwn Inno- 


CENCE, 


Barbarino was reſolved to ven- 
ter another bout in her behalf, a- 
gainſt his own Inclination: but he 
tound the Pope ſo much more har- 
dened than tormerly, that there 
was no coming near him; and fo 
was fain to take his Leave, with a 
 *Lord 


202 Thelife of 


Lord have mercy apon' us. The 


Pope gave him no other Anſwer to 
all his Diſcourſe than this, We ſha// 
take more pity of Donna Olimpia, 


than ſhe had ſometims of the Barba-. 


rini, The Cardinal caſting. down 
his Eyes with his wonted Gravi- 
_ ty; 'remained filent ; - till provoked 


by -I know not what Suggeſtion, 


at-laſt deſired his Holineſs to par- 


don Donna Olimpia , as his Family 


had done after 1o many provoca- 
tions. Theſe words ſeemed to warm 
the Pope 1 ' httle', without 'put- 
ting' him by his conſtant Gravity : 
and :he' anſwered the Cardinal in 
his own' terms ; | Tou' have excuſed 
her , becauſe it was for Tour Intereſt : 
but We cannot, becauſe it will hurt 
Our: Conſcience. Here the ' Pope 
ftopped, and the Cardinal imme- 
diately took his Leave , with the 
uſual Ceremonies : returning ſtrait 
to Donna Olimpia, to give her an 
accompt of what had paſſed. Much 

- about 


\# 


wu w 


Town, where almoſt all her FE 
c 
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about the ſame time, Prince Panfl;o 
deſired Audience of the Pope : who 
made him be told, he would give 
Audience to none of Donna Olimpid's 
Relations, till ſhe were gone out of 
—_—— 

It was therefore thought conve- 
nient that without any more to do, 
ſhe ſhould prepare to obey his Ho- 
lineſs: fince her delay would do 
her but an Injury. So'ſhewent out 
of Rome, incognita, the ſecond 
day after the Order. That Night 
ſhe lay ſome two Miles out 'of 


and Relations came to ſee her: 
in particular, the Cardinals Azzo- 
lini and Gualtieri, who bid her take 
Heart, and fear no colours. The 
Prince her Son” would have gone . 
with her to Orvzieto, but ſhe would 
not let him; as efteeming it more 
ſeaſonable to ſtay at Rome, and ſee 
how things went. Thus continued 
ſhe her Journey; and the Prince 

return- 


- 
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returned, receiving at his Entry 
into the Town, an Affront from ſome 
Boys that ran about his Coach, and 
ſung Songs and Libels upon his 
Mother. It was therefore found 
good prudence that Doxna Olim- 
pia . had conveyed her ſelf fo 
privately out of Town, to eſcape 
thoſe inſolencies upon her own 
Perſon. 

The Town talked very much 
upon the —_— this Lady 
away. Every one ſpoke to her 
diſadvantage with a concerned bit- 
terneſs. Her Relations, though 
Princes, durſt not almoſt ſtir abroad 
for three or four daies, to avoid 
the clamours and inveAtives of the 
People. 

The ſame day that Donna Olim- 
þ!a quitted Rome, the Pope ordered 
to begin to take the Examination of 
Witneſſes for drawing up the, Pro- 
ceſs. He likewiſe reſolved to ſpeak 
to the Conſiſtory of Cardinals, that 

. | they 
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they would reter all to his Prudence 
and Juſtice. 

In the mean time, Prince Panf/o 
had Audience of him, where a- 
mongſt other things he rold him, 
That if every Pope ſhould under- 
take to corre the preſuppoſed 
Faults of the Relations of his Pre- 
deceſlor, it would make a Noiſe in 
the Church not a little ſcandalous : 
for the Hereticks would charge all 
the Blame upon the Popes them- 
ſelves ; without whoſe concurrence, 
his Relations would have been able 
to have done little. The Pope did 
not like this Diſcourſe, but told 
the Prince, 7he Hereticks are 
ſeandalized to ſee Faults go unpu- 
niſhed, and not to ſee them corrett- 
ed: and it is but fitting that they 
ſhould give accompt to the Pope, who 
is to be reſponſible to God : and fo he 
dimiſled him. 

The Politicians taxed the Prince 
very much of Weakneſs and Indit- 

cretion, 
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cretion, that - he would entertain 
with ſuch Diſcourſe a Pope, who 
had intimated fo great an averſion 
to his own Kindred, as to ſwear he 
would never ſuffer any of them 
to be admitted into Rome, or to 
any Command whatever : though 
his Predeceſlors had alwaies done 
It. | 
The Examinations all this while 
went on for accompliſhing the 
Proceſs, which they thought 
would never , come to an end; 
ſo many - ſeveral Charges and Im- 
peachments coming daily one _ 
the neck of another: Therefore, 
the Pope —_— that Donna 
Olimpia ſhould firſt give an Ac- 
compt of what was already 
brought before him. For which 
purpoſe his Holineſs ſent a Com- 
muſlary to her Ladyſhip; to give 
her notice, that ſhe was to antwer 
diſtintly to theſe following Partt- 
culars. | 

| 1. To 
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1, To give an 'Accompt - of all 
the Money taken out of the Data- 
ry, without any occaſion of the 
Church requiring it: forcing the' 
Officers with Menaces. to comply 
with her inſatiable Deſires and Ava- 
rice. | 

2, That ſhe ſhould clear her ſelf 
of what was laid to her charge, of 
having ſold multitudes of Benefices ? 
and that upon pain of Excommu- 
nication, ſhe ſhould confeſs to the 
Pope all the Simonzes that were com- 
mitted in her time. | 
3. That ſhe would refund all thoſe 
ſeveral ſums of Money ſhe had receiv- 
ed in compoſition ot thoſe that had 
Suits at Law, throughout the whole 
ſtate of the Churcl:. 

4. Thar ſhe would give Accompt 
what was become of the Revenues 
of ſo many vacant Benefices, which 
the Stewards conteſled to have payed 
in to her. | | 


5. To ſhew where the _—_ 
"-M 
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of ſo many Officers were, which were 
proved to have been carried to her 
Houſe. 

6. She was to give Accompt for 
all the Corn ſhe had made be carried 
out of the State to other places,where 
ſhe ordered. 

7. She was to pay back again all 
the ſuperfluous Expences ſhe had been 
the cauſe of. | 

8. To count for ſo many Taxes, 
Impoſts and Gabels, as were laid 
upon the People, to their great 
oppreſſion, by her inſtigation : 
ſince the Officers that gathered them, 
confeſſed they had payed all in to 
her. | 

9. She ſhould be obliged imme- 
diately to reſtore all the Jewels ſhe 
had taken out of the ſeveral Trea- 
ſuries, as well of Churches, as the 
Popes. . | 
10. And- laſt of all, ſhe was 
- charged by more than an hundred 


Witneſſes, to have received over 
, and 


% 
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and above. the ordinary. : Reyenue , 
two Millions and-an' halt. of Gold 
Ducats, for which no accompt had 
been given : and therefore his Ho- 
lineſs was refolved ſhe ſhould make 
it good. This News was hardly ſo 
unwelcome to Donna Olimpia , as 
it was to her Relations, who expect- 
ed to..be/ her Heirs : ſo that they 
went :buzzing about like ſo many 
Bees; to. juſtifie the Innocence of 
Donna Olimpia, The Lady drew up 
a formal Writing, to make it appear 
that ſhe had not Intereſled her EF in 
the Government , and that what- 
ever came to her hands, ſhe deliver- 
edit up to the Pope, who ordered it, 
and laid it out where there was occa- 


fon, as other Popes uſed to do betore 


him. 

But theſe excuſes were too weak 
to ballance ſo many proofs as were 
made out againſt her, So that 1t 
was verily believed, what was 
whiſpered about Town , that the 

__— Pope. 
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Pope was reſolved to Sequeſter her 
Eſtate , and imprifon her Perſon. 
It is true, this was but the rumour 
of the people : but aſluredly , the 
Pope intended to” have made her 
give accompt for every particu- 
ar. 

While Afﬀairs went on in this 
manner , the: Dreadful Viſitation 
of the Plague fell upon Rome : 
ſo that molt of the Courts being 
ſhut up , common Juſtice was 
ecclipſed by the great Judgment , 
Trade - left off, Commerce among 
themſelves ſufpended , and the 
Pope wholly taken up to fave 
as many as he could , to give 
order for the Sick and the Dead , 
gave a ſtop to the Proceſs, and 
time to thoſe who were, concerned 
todeviſe a way for Donna Olimpia's 
delivery. 

But if the hand of Man , or 
rather the Popes, was kept from 
punithing Donna Olimpia for a ſea» 


| 
| 
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ſon : yet Heaven, that watches 
while Mortals are aſleep, could not 
but waken the divine Vengeance , 
againſt ſo guilty a creature. The 
Scourge of the Plague viſited many 
in Orvzeto, and amongſt the firſt that 
died under the execution of that 


Judgment, was this Lady ; who ſurely 
_ by herpradtices, thought her ſelf im- 


mortal. 

Thus died Donna Olimpia of the 
Plague in the Year 1656. at Orvieto 
ſome few Months after her perſecuti- 
on. Her Corps lay above ground two 
days, having but few Servants with 
her, that were all dead before. So 
that her Body was left to the mercy 
of the Searchers, who were more ſol- 
licitous about her Jewels, than her 
Carcaſs, which was in a manner ex- 
poſed to be eaten by Dogs and Cats. 
She died without a Conteſlor ; which 
was looked upon as a pa_ upon 
her, who had ſo highly affronted and 


oppreſſed the Clergy. ; 
Her 
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. Her Name was buried: in obli- 
vion for ſome time, while the Conta- 
gion ſtopped tlie peoples. mouths : 
and this Lady, . who made ſo! much 
Noiſe during her. Life, had not a 
Mourner-. to bewail - her - Death. 
Though no doubt had fhe::died at 
any other time, ſhe would have had 
all the honour of the Churchz with 
a ſolemn Funeral : but in the mean 
time the Pzazza's would have. been 
filled with: Satyrs and Paſquils : For 
the Romans neither ſpare o_ nor 
dead; ::.i6 5 

Tt was thought: ſhe lefmore than 
Two Millions of Crowns in ready 
Money , beſides Land arid Move-' 
ables in-eſtimable, and what fhe 
had : already. beſtowed :upon © her 
Kindred. The Prince! her Son was 
Heir to her Palace in: the [P7azz 
Navona.; which. 1s the faireſt in 
Rome , -and : where ſhe had her 
richeſt Goods. - | Indeed, except ſome 
few Legacies to her Kindred and 
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certain 'Churches', which in all 
amounted not to above three hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns ; all the 
reſt fell to the Prince, who took 
up his Habitation in the Piazza Na- 
Vona. 

After her Death there was no- 


thing more done : though it was 


expected the Pope would have 
come ''upon | her Heirs. But the 
truth is, by this time the Pope 
was 'become like other men, by 
having 'changed his reſolutions. 


For he called all his Relations up 


to Rome ; which ſight ſo melted his 
Heart, that he .could not but think 
of enriching them. To which end 
it is believed, he drew a Million 
out of Dexna Olimpia's Eſtate ; 
which , without - regarding the 
Church , the good Alexander di- 
ſtributed amongſt his Kindred : and 
ſo fell - that. Perſecution--4n ſecret, 
which was commenced in publick. 
Cardianal Sforza, according to his 
P 3 wonted 
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wonted freedom, told a Friend of his, 
that Donna Olimpia's Money was paſ- 
ſed from one Thief to another. And 
thus went Donna Olimpia off the 
Stage. 

Thus conclude I her Story ; leſt 
with too long a Diſcourſe of the 
Dead, I ſhould importune the pati- 
ence of the Living. | 

And thus, gentle Reader, be con- 
tent to have read that which I have 
. been ſatisfied to take the pains to 
write, 


( 
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